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This ‘n That ... 

 

 

Editor:  Sandra Ball ~ Arizona 

Co-Editor:  Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Pennsylvania 

 

 

 
Contact email:  MidAtlanticrtc@cox.net or  midatlanticterrier@yahoo.com 

Did you know ... you do not have to live in the Montgomery County region to be a member of the club.  
 
By joining you will find a supportive group of like minded friends who have Rat Terriers and who participate at a  
variety of events with their dogs. You don't even have to participate in any events to join and still find support from 
those who love the breed. All you need is to love the Rat Terrier breed. Finding sponsors is pretty easy, just ask and 
someone will step up. The application is at the back of this newsletter to make it easy for you and you can pay dues 
via PayPal or snail mail.  
 
Our club newsletter is made public so that all fanciers can share in learning and enjoying our breed. We welcome  
contributions in the form of brags about your dog successes in any event (AKC only for conformation), love photos of 
your dog just being a Rattie, and if you have ideas for something you'd like to see in the newsletter please let us know.  
Email any newsletter contributions directly to Sandra at midatlanticrtc@cox.net OR you can send to the club email 
at midatlanticratterrier@yahoo.com. 

 

We are continually looking for photos, articles, 
and news to include in a future newsletter.  

Please send us anything that you think might be 
of interest.  Providing us with URL links for  

potential items is welcome too.  We LOVE photos 
of the Rat Terrier doing those things that they 
were bred to do, plus any of them doing the  

various performance events (Lure coursing, Barn 
Hunt, rally or  obedience, agility, and on and on).  
Help us make this newsletter something that you 

look forward to and want to keep. 

Board of  Directors 
 

Amy Miskiewicz ~ President 
Stacy McWilliams  ~ Vice-President 

Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Secretary 
Judith Babarsky ~ Treasurer 

John Capurso ~ Member At Large 
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Printed in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.  

 
Contact: 

MidAtlanticRatTerrier@yahoo.com 

Photo of Lulu the 

World’s Happiest 

Rat Terrier by   

Miriam Zambrano 
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Article reprinted with permission of Suncoast Pet.   

Www. Suncoastpet.com 

 

Also check out:  https://preventpetsuffocation.com/ 

http://www.suncoastpet.com
https://preventpetsuffocation.com/
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“Spry” 

Photo by Beth Szczygiel 
Rhode Island 
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MACH Ferris B: An Off Road Journey to Agility Champion 
 

By Deborah Stevenson 

Over the years, I have noticed that my very best dogs have been unplanned. They seemed to 
somehow just "come along" with my name on them. Ferris was certainly one of those dogs. His 
puppy persona was packed with cuteness and impish charm--irresistible.  And I could not resist.  
 
Baby Ferris B (short for Bueller) was incredibly loving, athletic, smart as whip, eager to learn and 
fun to train. I signed up for an online puppy class shortly after he arrived. Armed with a bag of treats 
and a clicker, we dutifully did our homework. Ferris was a rock star! He was a quick study, and 
once he learned something, he had it. Next! We started our agility training in my basement and the 
little puppy room (a horse stall actually) where we train, and Ferris seemed a natural--fearless on 
obstacles, eager to please and full of talent. He aced Weave Poles 101 and 2 On 2 Off  
Fundamentals. I had high agility hopes for Ferris, and things looked very promising indeed.  
 
And then, something happened. Someone (Adolescence maybe?) snatched Mr. Perfect, my eager-
to-please pup with the stellar work ethic, while I wasn't looking, and replaced him with Mr. Distracto. 
Our training sessions rapidly deteriorated into me trudging across the agility field, over and over 
again, for the duration of our hour lesson, to "go get him" from his latest distraction.  A passerby, a 
sheep, a squirrel, a small object in the grass--no distraction was too minor to warrant his  
investigation. We'd get through an obstacle or two, and he was off again, and I was off to retrieve 
him. It was exhausting, and often disheartening. 
 
I'd love to say this was a brief phase and he quickly outgrew it, but that would be fiction, and this is 
meant to be a true story. The truth is, this went on for the next few years. As a companion, I adored 
Ferris. He was incredibly clever, endlessly amusing, quick with a kiss for everyone he met, and  
always by my side (or on my shoulder--his favorite perch). But as an agility partner, I confess there 
were a number of occasions where I doubted we'd get past our troubles and questioned whether  

Photo by M. Nicole Fischer Photography 
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agility was in our future. On more than one of those occasions, I considered giving up. But, 1) I am 
not a quitter by nature and 2) I could not help recalling that stellar, talented little puppy with so much 
potential. I knew he was still in there, somewhere. And I wanted him back. 
 
Ferris had great agility skills. He just was too busy with other things to use them. So our agility  
lessons became all about working through distractions. My instructors, who have my utmost respect 
and gratitude for their creativity and perseverance, came up with endless exercises: arm waving, 
eating their lunches and dinners while we ran, papers on the floor, dancing christmas decorations 
on the course. You name it, we tried it.  
 
Things improved, but distractions remained an ongoing battle. Eventually we started competing, and 
Ferris quickly became a crowd favorite. You could see he had talent, but his adorable and  
endearing antics on course were his claim to fame. He once picked up a feather during a run and 
carried it for the rest of the course. Another day, he completed the course, and after the final jump, 
ran back out on the field to pick up a used tissue he'd noticed while running. He visited ring crew 
and judges with a huge grin and sloppy kisses. He explored every speck of this or that on the turf, 
dirt or grass. Contacts were the perfect vantage points to check out the surroundings, crowd or trial 
photographer. I have more than a few photos of Ferris on the teeter, smiling hugely for the camera. 
 
We had a successful run here or there, and slowly managed to move up to Masters level. But it was 
slow going, and once there, most of our runs were derailed by some lapse of attention. Then, in 
September of 2017, shortly after his fourth birthday, something changed. Now mind you, I am not 
saying he was no longer distracted. But now, he was not acting on every distraction. He would look, 
but he would continue working. Miraculously, we started qualifying. Our runs were not nearly as fast 
as they should be given Ferris's potential speed, because he would dally on the dog walk to gaze 
about, or take a wide path to the next obstacle while checking out the crowd. Still, he was getting 
through the courses. Suddenly, the little dog who wandered had managed to rack up five QQs in the 
span of a few weeks! 
 
Over the next few months, we had some ups and downs, but increasingly, we had successful runs, 
despite some distractions. We ended 2017 with eleven of the twenty QQs for our MACH. On New 
Year's Day 2018, Ferris added one more to make it an even dozen and set the tone for things to 
come in 2018. By February, Ferris was double qualifying more often than not, and even starting to 
get a little faster. Instead of being among the slowest of the qualifying runs, he was now not far out 
of the ribbons. 
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Photo credit: 
Upper Left—Stacy McWilliams 

Remainder this page and  
previous page—Rich Knecht  

Photography 
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On March 17th, 2018, St. Patrick's Day, my favorite little elf put down two lovely and fairly focused 
runs for QQ number 20, and became a Master Agility Champion. They say the more effort some-
thing takes, the more you appreciate the accomplishment, and to say it was a proud and glorious 
day would be an understatement. Though certainly not my easiest dog, Ferris was very much a 
heart dog for me, and to see him succeed despite his challenges ... as they say, priceless! 
 
Now, just a few months after that momentous day, Ferris has been racking up the double Qs and is 
amazingly close to his second MACH. He's already fully qualified for 2019 AKC National Agility 
Championships and ranked in the Top 5 Rat Terriers in AKC. He also, just a few weeks after his 
MACH, finished his Agility Dog Champion (ADCH) in USDAA agility. He has gone from the comical 
cut up, worthy of his namesake, who managed to derail perfectly good runs with assorted antics, to 
a pretty Steady Eddy. He has started placing fairly often as well, and has become a terrific distance 
dog, excelling in the FAST and Gamblers classes that require good distance skills. He made Top 10 
Gamblers for all 16" dogs in the country in USDAA for 2017. 
 
I am not sure where our journey goes from here, but I look forward to the next twists and turns. 
Some roads to a MACH are pretty straightforward, highway rides. Ours has certainly been more of a 
bumpy, off road adventure. When I think about our agility future, I don't think we've really scratched 
the surface yet of the potential agility dog I saw inside from the beginning. I do still believe he's in 
there, and remain committed to unearthing him. And I wouldn't trade one bump of this journey with 
the little imp I love so much. 
 
For those who may be facing similar challenges, take comfort. If you chose a terrier as your agility 
partner, you likely already have a sense of humor. If not, one will be provided for you. That, and the 
heart of a terrier, will see you over the bumps to the light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
Ferris B is formally known as MACH ADCH River Ridge Life Moves Pretty Fast MXS MJS MFS 
TQX2 CGC TKA ISD, owned by Deborah Stevenson and Stacy McWilliams.  Deb is a telecommuni-
cations product manager by day, a children's book author by night and an agility enthusiast the rest 
of the time. Her children's book, Soaring Soren: When French Bulldogs Fly, is the true story of her 
French Bulldog who was the first of his breed to earn a MACH. 
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Astro, Boomer, Derby (top to bottom) 

Owned, loved, and photographed by Claudia Rhodes 
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Reprinted with permission from Terrier Group Magazine 
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Created by Darla J Tucker-Ailey 
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Drum Roll!! 

River Ridge’s Kiss My Grits aka “Sassafras” had a 

busy quarter and made her mama proud!  She got 

her FDCH-G (Flyball Dog Champion-Gold) in January 

in Tennessee at the Chattanooga CHOMPBi-Polar 

Express tournament.  She followed that up in     

February with AS (USDAA agility Advanced Snook-

er) at the Southeast Agility Trial in Georgia and NF 

(AKC agility Novice FAST) at the Pals and Paws trial 

in Florida.  And her last one was OF (AKC agility 

Open Fast) at the 4 Paw trial in Georgia in March.   

 

She is owned and handled by Riley Allen 

 

~ Georgia ~ 

At the Apple Valley Kennel Club shows on Saturday 

April 7, 2018 and Sunday, April 8, 2018, our  

Sugarloafer Solo Autumn Aria aka “Aria” was Best 

of Breed both days for majors under Judges Pamela 

Peat and Debbie Campbell-Freeman.   

 

Owned by Barbara Jordan and Don Jordan. 

 

~ California ~ 
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FANTASTIC!!! 

Left:  CH River Ridge Rocket Man CA BCAT aka “Rocket” 
Right: River Ridge Lookout CA BCAT aka “Scout” 

 
Rocket and Scout participated in CAT and FastCAT on June 1st, 2nd, and 3rd that was sponsored by 

Bayshore Companion Dog Club.  Rocket achieved two 2nd and two 3rd placements in 12-18 inch class in 
FastCAT.  Rocket also received his CA title in CAT.  Scout achieved three 1st placements which awarded 
him 3 High in Trials and one 2nd place in 12-18 inch class in FastCAT.  Scout also received his CA title in 
CAT.  This was their first time participating in FastCAT.  On June 8, Scout earned his BCAT title running  

his fastest time yet.  A 100-yard dash in 7.68 seconds.  Scout ran 26.6 MPH.  Rocket earned his BCAT title.  
Both earned their BCAT titles running in 5 trials. 

 
Owned by Loraine Capurso and Stacy McWilliams 

 
~ New Jersey ~  
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Congratulations!! 

Send us your brags for 

next quarters news-

MACH3 TaylorSwift T2B AXF aka “Taylor” earned 
her MACH3 AKC titles at the Youngstown All 

breed Club’s Agility Trial in Niles, OH on August 
20, 2017.  She earned her ADCH USDAA titles at 

the Four Seasons K9 Athlete Center in  
Washingtonville, OH on April 29. 2018. She also 

earned her CPE titles at the Four Seasons K9  
Athlete Center in Washingtonville on  

December 31, 2017.   
 

In 2017 Taylor qualified for all 3 top agility  
organization nationals.  She has qualified for AKC 
Nationals since she was eligible starting in 2013.   

 
Owned by Sue McGinty 

 
~ Ohio ~ 

River Ridge’s Designed 2 Entice U, aka “Spyder”, 
completed his championship March 30, 2018 at 
the Columbia Kennel show in Concord, NC from 
the 6-9 month puppy class with only a month of  
showing.  He also took Best Puppy in Match at 

the same show. 
 

Owned by Stacy Zimmerman 
and Stacy McWilliams. 

 
~ Virginia ~ 
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AWESOME!!! 

River Ridge’s Eye of the Storm aka “Fynn” earned his FCAT (1000 points) title at the Carroll Kennel Club 
Fast Cat Trial on May 6, 2018 in Union Bridge, MD. 

 
Owned and handled by Karen McNally 

 
~ Maryland ~ 

Reba passed her performer tricks test May 31st. Got her Achiever 
certificate June 5th.    Here are her ribbons from FAST CAT today 

she got her BCAT title. River Ridge Can’t Stop Now CGC, TXP, BCAT 
At 14 months old !!  Stacy McWilliams thank you so much for this 

little gem. 
 

Cindy Hummel 
 

~ Pennsylvania ~ 
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STUPENDOUS!!! 

U-CD, U-RO3, U-ACHX NCs Hello Dottie OMAX RE MX MXB MXJ MXJB T2B CAA CGCA 

BCAT TKN DN CDX-C RL3 FGDCH-100 MBMCh RATCHX3 CZ8S aka “Dottie” 

Earned her 100,000 points (Hobbes Award) in Flyball on March 17, 2018.  At the Indiana 

show she earned in Barnhunt her RATCHX3 and CRZ8S Silver titles with three perfect runs 

that included bonuses added on.  She also earned her FastCat (BCAT) title with consistent 

runs between 21-25 mph. 

 

Owned by Pat Nickolaou 

Photo on right was done by Pics by Kim 

 

~ Minnesota ~ 
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Taurine … why you should consider 
supplementing 

You’ve probably heard of the importance of taurine in relation to cats. It’s considered an essential amino acid for 
cats and it must be added to their diet.  

 
Dogs, on the other hand, can synthesize taurine from amino acids cysteine and methionine, so it is considered 
Nonessential. There are breeds that are predisposed to taurine deficiency, including the American Cocker     
Spaniel, St. Bernard, English Setter, Newfoundland, and the Labrador and Golden Retriever. Deficiencies in tau-
rine can contribute to Dilated Cardiomyopathy. 

 
Although taurine is an amino acid, it is not incorporated into protein; it’s important in bile acid conjugation,    
retinal and heart function, maintains cell membranes, and affects the release of neurotransmitters in the brain. It 
is helpful in dogs with liver and seizure disorders and assists in modulating cellular calcium levels. 

 
If dogs can synthesize taurine why do I recommend supplementing? 
Availability of taurine in the diet is affected by amount & quality of protein, whether the diet is raw, cooked or 
has been frozen, and other antagonizing ingredients that may influence the amount of taurine needed. In addition 
to availability, we have to consider individuality of dogs and their unique response to how much taurine (like all 
nutrients) is absorbed.  

 
With the explosion of grain free commercial dog foods, comes the use of legumes as the ingredient to replace 
grain. Legumes contain almost twice as much protein as grains -how much of the overall protein content in the 
commercial food is coming from legumes? Plant based protein is not a highly bioavailable source for dogs and 
compared to grain, legumes contain less of the amino acid methionine. How much do the phytate and lectins affect 
availability of the amino acids?  

 
Monica Segal, Author of K9 Kitchen and Optimal Nutrition, has been formulating proactive and therapeutic 
homemade diets for canines for over 18 years – “I consider taurine to be a conditionally essential amino acid. 
There are dogs that don't seem to require it added to the diet, but sadly there are many that do. The hiccup is that 
we can't know which category your dog falls into. I've been adding taurine to home prepared diets for about 15 
years now. There's no downside to adding it as a proactive measure since we don't add therapeutic amounts. 
Heart disease is very serious and taurine is such a simple addition to make.” 

 
I know that some people may want to wait for studies and more scientific evidence to show that there is a need for 
the addition of taurine. Although raw fed his entire life, I have a dog with heart disease and I wish I had known 
earlier that an easy to feed, inexpensive, low risk supplement may have helped. 

 
Jody Zesko 

 

References: 
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/…/Role_of_diet_feline%20healt… 
http://www.petmd.com/…/cardiovascul…/c_dg_taurine_deficiency 

http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/vmb/labs/aal/pdfs/Delaney.pdf 
https://vet.tufts.edu/…/important-nutrients-for-pets-with-…/ 

https://www.glnc.org.au/legumes/legumes-nutrition/ 

Reprinted with Permission 

https://www.monicasegal.com/ 

http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/ccah/local-assets/pdfs/Role_of_diet_feline%20health_Glasgow.pdf
http://www.petmd.com/dog/conditions/cardiovascular/c_dg_taurine_deficiency
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/vmb/labs/aal/pdfs/Delaney.pdf
https://vet.tufts.edu/heartsmart/diet/important-nutrients-for-pets-with-heart-disease/
https://www.glnc.org.au/legumes/legumes-nutrition/
https://www.monicasegal.com/
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Reprinted with permission.   

Credit to Kendal Shepherd and VSAVA Canine Behavior Manual 2002. 
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Photo by Jennifer Chappell 
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Do you feed your pet canned pet food? 
Well, if the answer is yes, a word of caution before your next purchase, if I may. 

Before you select a canned pet food product, you’ll want to search through the ingredient panel for a 

deadly and commonly used additive called “carrageenan”. If mentioned in the list of ingredients,    

research says to leave that can on the shelf right where you found it! 

Carrageenan is a highly effective thickener and stabilizer found in processed pet foods. These pet 

foods can be found anywhere from your local grocery store, pet shop or even your veterinary clinic! 

The Report 
A new report sheds light on serious problems in pet food that could negatively impact companion  

animal health. Issued by The Cornucopia Institute, a non-profit food/farm policy research group, the 

report found that more than 70 percent of canned pet foods contain carrageenan, a non-nutritive 

food stabilizer extracted from red seaweed. 
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Peer-reviewed, published research indicates that food-grade carrageenan is known to cause        

Intestinal inflammation and serious related diseases, with the potential to lead to cancer, even in 

small doses. (https://www.cornucopia.org/2015/11/new-report-exposes-dangerousunhealthy-pet-food/#more-18352) 

 

 

 

The Cornucopia report concludes that the pet food industry overall is failing its customers as a     

provider of safe and nutritious food for our cats and dogs. www.cornucopia.org  

 

To add to this: 

“Numerous studies find that food-grade carrageenan does contain the cancer-causing low-molecular

-weight form, referred to as poligeenan. This is particularly troubling because the industry continues 

to assert that food-grade carrageenan is different from poligeenan, while research clearly indicates 

that all carrageenan contains varying quantities of poligeenan.” – Linley Dixon PhD, lead author of 

the report and a policy analyst at The Cornucopia Institute. 

Moral of the story: pet parents of the planet, always do your research and always read the labels  

before purchasing anything you’re thinking of feeding your pet! 

References and studies: 

http://www.cornucopia.org/USDA/OrganicWatergateWhitePaper.pdf  

 

Reprinted with permission, this article at:  

http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/cancer-causing-carrageenan-pet-food/  

https://www.cornucopia.org/2015/11/new-report-exposes-dangerousunhealthy-pet-food/#more-18352
http://www.cornucopia.org
http://www.cornucopia.org/USDA/OrganicWatergateWhitePaper.pdf
http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/cancer-causing-carrageenan-pet-food/
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What New Rattitude is About 

When Bud gets the "zoomies" a couple of times a day, 
racing around the house in high spirits and excitement, he 
is quite the entertainer. Generally sweet and affectionate, 
this 13 lb., 3-year-old Rat Terrier/Chihuahua mix enjoys 
being a snuggly lap dog who is a good listener and well 
house trained. He walks politely on leash and loves going 
on walks.  
 
We are seeking adoptive homes. You can view our  
available dogs, see several photos and read their full bio 
at:  http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm.   All New  
Rattitude dogs are neutered/spayed, wormed, checked 
for heartworm and on preventative, up to date on  
vaccinations,  and microchipped.  Adoption fee is $175 for 
adult dogs and  $225 for puppies under six months of 
age. 
 
All adoption fees go toward rescue and care of Rat  
Terriers in need. 
 
New Rattitude has many opportunities available to those 
who are able to volunteer a little or a lot of their time and 
energies. We would love to have you join us Simply  
submit a member application found on our site. 
We have a great retail store where you can purchase dog 
toys for less and the money supports the dogs in need.  
New Rattitude is a national, all-volunteer organization that 
rescues and rehomes Rat Terriers and Rat Terrier mixes. 
We are a tax-exempt, non-profit 501(c)3 charitable      
corporation. We were incorporated August 4, 2008, and 
are licensed by the Georgia Department of Agriculture. 
 

 

http://www.newrattitude.org 

Board of Directors 

Terry Beale (Georgia) - President 
Mallory Kratimenos (Illinois) - Vice President  

Susan Beard (North Carolina) - Secretary 
Sue Kangas (Michigan) - Treasurer 

Debbie Collins (Alabama) - Director  
Kathy Puckett (Maryland) - Director 

Catherine Spannagel (Illinois) - Director  

http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm
http://www.newrattitude.org
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SENSATIONAL!! 

Saturday April 21st, GCH River Ridge’s Give Em  

Somethin’ 2Talk About aka “Jaxson” took Best of 

Breed and Best of Breed Owner Handler at the 

Old Dominion Kennel Club of Northern Virginia 

show. 

 

Owned by Jackie Olsen, Beth Sczcygiel and Stacy 

McWlliams 

 

~ Pennsylvania ~ 

River Ridges Ricochet Ratchet aka “Ratchet” earned his USDAA ADCH.  He also got his Flyball 
Dog Ch title. 

 
Wild Hearts Press 2 the Dark Side aka “Preston” finished his AX, AXJ, and XF titles.   

 
Ratchet is owned by Nancy Cush 

Preston is owned by Nancy Cush and Stacy McWilliams. 
 

~ Pennsylvania ~ 
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Way to go!!! 

UKC GrCh URO1 UWP Bur-Way’s Wild Ride at COHills RN CGC STAR aka “Dodie” earned her UKC novice 
weight pull title on April 1, 2018.  She is Owned by Amanda Hill, bred by Barbie Trammell.  (TOP LEFT). 

 
AKC CH/UKC GrCh COHills Riding the Edge RBIS (aka “Edge”) earned a 5 point major on Saturday, April 21, 
2018 at the Shreveport Kennel Club show in Bossier City by winning Best Opposite.  On Sunday, April 22, 
2018, she earned another 5 point major at the D’Arbonne Kennel Club show in Bossier City by winning    

Select Bitch.  She is owned by  Amanda Hill, Debbie Holmes, and Barbie Trammell.  (TOP RIGHT). 
 

UKC GrCh URO1 UWP COHills Sweet and Sour Sadie RN TKN CGC SPOT aka “Sadie” earned her United 
Weight Pull title on April 1, 2018.  Her high weight for the weekend was 290 pounds!  She is completely 

trained by her 10 year old owner, Lexi Jones.  She was bred by COHills. 
 

~ Texas ~ 
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WOW!!! 

Rosethorns The Award Goes to River Ridge aka “Emmy” turned 6 months old with a bang!  We showed 
several weeks in a row and she has been doing fantastic with all the ring practice.  In Maryland on Friday, 
April 20th, Emmy was awarded Best Puppy at the Columbia Terrier Association.  She then went on to take 

Winner’s Bitch and Best of Opposite Sex the next two days at Old Dominion Kennel Club of Northern  
Virginia and Baltimore County Kennel Club.  The next weekend at the Wilmington Kennel Club she was 
awarded Winners Bitch and Best of Opposite Sex two days in a row for 4 points towards her Champion.  

On Friday, May 4th, at the Garden State All Terrier Show Emmy took Winners Bitch and Best of Opposite 
Sex winning some lovely prizes that were sponsored by Montgomery County Rat Terrier Club!  The club 

also had a very nice luncheon at the show and it was a very lovely event!  Most recently at the Union 
County Kennel Club on Friday, May 25th, Emmy was also awarded 2 more points taking Winners Bitch and 

Best of Opposite Sex.   
 

Owned by Jackie Olsen and Stacy McWilliams 

~ Pennsylvania ~ 
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AMAZING!!! 

Burns, CoHills Thistle Due Nicely earned his 

EXCELLENT Jumping title on May 11, 2018. 

We still need 1 more Excellent Standard Q 

to advance to Masters. Then the fun of    

obtaining Double Q’s begins!  Until then 

Burns will continue administering PAWSitive   

healing vibes so I can be up and running 

again soon. 

Owned and Handled by Jeri Berg 

~ Colorado ~ 

Please join Burns and I in welcoming our newest 

family member, Sookie Jean aka River Ridge   

Thistle B a Rhythm of My Heart. Thank You Stacy 

McWilliams for this beautiful bundle of            

RATitude!! Sookie will be following her in her big 

brother’s paw prints in the show ring this fall. She 

will also get to have fun in agility and barn hunt…

plus much much more. 

 

Owned by Jeri Berg and Stacy McWilliams 

 

~ Colorado ~ 
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Wooo Hooo!!! 

We here at Golden Hills are so proud of our pups. Out of our litter 2 years ago we have produced 2 

champion and 1 GCH. We are now working on our 4th.  Pictured here is our newest CH Golden Hills Di-

vine Ecstacy aka “Dio” (left).  Also, our Philly girl aka Golden Hills Genuuine Reflection @ Buzablu (right) 

is doing well in the Owner-Handler groups earning a Group 2 and a Group 4.  We are so excited for all 

our pups future in the show ring and going to start some performance events.   

 

Dio is owned by Terri Burns and  

Crystal Makarov-Junev.  Philly is owned by Linda Lee and Terri Burns. 

 

~ Colorado ~ 
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Quarter 1, 2018 
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FAST CAT RANKINGS 
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Love at First Rat. A true love story that introduced me to the breed I couldn’t imagine my life without.  

An animal lover since birth, I spent years taking care of other people’s pets but I never had a dog in my 

life growing up. It took serious begging and pleading to get a cat when I was in first grade but my parents 

held strong that we would not get a dog.  

In 2007 I was in college and living with my now husband- Justin. We would toss around the idea of 

getting a dog but we could never agree on the right breed. We both had our ideas of what we wanted. 

Justin didn’t think logically about what different breeds would need as far as care and training and I 

probably thought about it too much.  

For example, Justin would insist on getting a border collie because he had a mix growing up and I would 

tell him that two college kids living in a shared house with a small yard shouldn’t bring home a herding 

dog.  

That summer I got a job at a local boarding facility close to school and I got my “dog fix”. While working 

there I met Trisha, the kennel manager who also recently had her first litter of Rat Terrier puppies. It was 

a small litter of only 3 and she had hinted to me more than once that I should consider getting a Rat    

Terrier.  

By Jackie Olsen 
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I had no clue what a Rat Terrier was but all I could think was that I did not want a small lap dog. Honestly 

the image that came to mind was a Chihuahua looking dog and that definitely didn’t seem like the right 

breed for me and Justin being very active and loving the outdoors. I politely told her no and didn’t think 

about it again.  

One weekend I went to work and found a note left by Trisha saying that she needed a puppy free week-

end and brought the last remaining pup into the kennel. She said his name was Brewtus and he was 4 

months old in the last luxury suite. Intrigued I went to go see what this Rat Terrier puppy was like and I 

fell head over heels for him.  

I glanced into the suite and there he was looking up at me with his way too big ears he hadn’t grown into 

and the sweetest expression on his face. I spent as much time as I could with him that day and I quickly 

learned that this smaller dog had some serious big dog attitude and I loved it. When it was almost time 

for me to go home and the office was closed I brought him into the office with me and decided he    

needed to come home at least for the rest of the weekend. I didn’t want him to spend the night alone at 

the kennel.  

I called Trisha and asked her if I could take him home for the weekend. She sounded skeptical about it 

but told me that was fine. After getting her approval I called Justin and told him I was bringing home a 

puppy for the weekend. I promised him it would be just for the weekend and very reluctantly he told me 

that was fine.  

I knew there was no way Justin couldn’t fall in love with him and I was right. By the first night he told me 

we should keep him and those two have been inseparable ever since. We spent days at the dog park,  

going on hikes, and taking him everywhere. Brewtus was an official Penn State mascot he even rode in a 

float during the homecoming parade with me. 

A year later we decided Brewtus needed a brother to play with and we got our second dog, his half-

brother Whiskey a coated American Hairless terrier.  
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After seeing Brewtus’ drive for toys I really thought he would make a fantastic agility dog but I was so 

busy during college with work and all of our other activities that I never took the time to learn about the 

sport or train him. Instead my boys learned all sorts of other tricks I could think of and we spent time  

Impressing our friends with all they could do, including synchronizing playing dead at the sound of a fake 

bang bang.  

Falling in love with this breed led me to where I am at now… With a lot of rat terriers and a LOT of love. I 

got to do some agility with my next dog Stella and meeting her breeder led me to a passion for confor-

mation shows which has really driven me to where I am today. I really enjoy conformation shows,   

showing my dogs gives me pride but I also love working with other people’s dogs and spending time 

training puppies.  

I could go into detail about the stories behind all of my dogs but it all started because of Brewtus. I am so 

thankful that I found him when I did because I would have never known what a fantastic breed the Rat 

Terrier is. I am glad to say I am loved by so many other dogs since Brewtus and Whiskey came into my 

life and they cannot be left behind in this story so I am listing them below. 

Stella, my feisty queen bitch of the household. Skyy, my crazy outdoors boy who could swim for days. 

Jaxson, my special little boo boo head, bug killer, and crazy bird dog. Raven, the sweetest girl in the 

world and best snuggler. Emmy, the silly puppy who will get more nicknames as she grows up with us  
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As an IRS 501c3 non-profit organization, MARTC has partnered with Amazon Smile. Members as well as family and friends 

may  support the club  by signing into Amazon through smile.amazon.com and selecting Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club as 

their non-profit  designation. Make purchases on Amazon via the smile.amazon.com link and Amazon will give a  

percentage of the proceeds to the club. Amazon customers are not charged for this. It's Amazon's way to support          

non-profits. So, we hope that you will consider choosing MARTC as your designated non-profit to support.  

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Please send your oldies 

but goodies to us for the 

next issue. 
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The Art of  Amanda Hall  

“YowYowtails”  

The “eyes” say it ALL 

CHECK OUT 

Amanda’s  

Facebook art 

page: 

www.facebook.com/

Yowyowtails 

And Bogart’s 

blog at: https://

www.facebook.com/

RosethornTerriers 

http://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
http://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
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This page is reserved as a memorial for the special 

dogs that we lose.  If you have had a loss and would 

like your dog honored here, please contact us. 
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Thorsen McBorsen December 30, 2003 – March 5 2018 

USDAA 2009-2010: Agility Dog, Masters Jumpers & Standard,  

Advanced Gamblers, Snooker & Pairs 

The Kennel Club UK 2007-2015: Grade 6, Agility Warrant Bronze, Agility Warrant Silver 

First Rat Terrier to have titles in the US and UK. 

We started our lives together in February 2004 in Katy, Texas. Thor was a wee 2lb ball of energy when he 

came to our home and took over our lives. He was a very fast learner and stealer of hearts. Thor was quite the 

character, being such a small dog, 11 5/8 at the withers didn’t stop him from being a BIG dog at life. Who 

knew that this wee guy would travel so many miles and touch so many lives! 

We moved to Aberdeen, Scotland September 2005. We started obedience classes in January 

2006 and followed it with Agility classes with Deeside Agility Club that summer. Thor was 

the first mini dog in the club. We had our first competition with The Kennel Club UK in  

July 2007, after a rough start in our first 3 events we finished with a 2nd place in our last one. 

We moved up the grades and were a few points shy of being awarded his Agility Warrant 

Silver when we moved back to Katy, Texas in July 2009.  

We settled into a new home, welcomed a new rat terrier to the family, Burns and started competing in 

USDAA. Working our way up the rankings and learning new games too. Within a year we had earned a place 

to attend Nationals in October 2010; due to handler error we did not advance to the big arena for the finals.  

Shortly after Nationals we were boarding a plane back to Aberdeen, Scotland; bit of 

a shock to our system leaving the sunshine and heat of Texas and Colorado for the 

grey and cold of the North. We didn’t take long to rejoin our agility club for the 2011 

season. We started traveling around Scotland and down to England for events,    

training Burns along the way.  

Thor retired from regular agility events and started competing in Veteran events in 

2014 due to back issues. He still came to all the shows with us, helping to provide 

PAWSitive vibes to my agility clients.  In July 2015 he retire completely due to disc 

problems. At his last event all his friends lined the ring; the judge had all the bars put on the ground and       

allowed Thor to make his own course, to the loud applause of everyone. It was a very sad moment but so   
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so wonderful to share with so many who had been at the beginning of our journey. Thor had surgery in       

August and recovered completely; he continued attending events with us to enjoy the excitement and fun of   

agility. 

We moved to Evergreen, Colorado in August 2017. Thor loved the fresh mountain 

air, SUNSHINE and being closer to the rest of his pack, my son Andrew – his      

original owner, and our daughter, Tamara. He welcomed with love and enthusiasm 

the new pack members Hank - Tamara’s husband & daughter, Sagan, and Andrew’s 

wife Gretchen. Thor would rather be around people than dogs. 

Thor continued to have disc issues, causing him to have balance issues with his rear legs and a neck disc  

problem. We increased his medication which help with his pain and discomfort. He was a happy, spoiled, 

grumpy old man. 

I went back to Scotland to visit with friends and attend Crufts Dog Show in England at the end of February 

2018. Thor’s health declined rapidly after that, he made his last journey and traveled to the Rainbow Bridge 

on March 5, 2018. 

Our house is much quieter without him; no more hearing him tell me ‘It’s 5 o’clock FEED ME!’ when it is 

only 4. No more gagging and gasping for air after he would release silent but deadly farts. No more white 

hairs every where, stuck to every thing. No more wee paws on my arm or wee body snuggled on my legs.  But 

what is here is a massive smile, a huge heart and a love that will never be replaced. He enriched so many lives 

and had an incredible journey.  

Until we meet again, run free, love and snuggle the humans lucky enough to be at the bridge and never never 

never forget how much you meant to me. 

Your beloved owner, faithful servant and RAT momma, Jeri 
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Don’t forget to send us your fun 

photos to include in future issues 

of our newsletter. 
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Thank  you to all who 

have given permission to 

use their photo in our 

candid section. 

I am always looking for 

more photos so please 

send to me. 

midatlanticrtc@cox.net 

mailto:midatlanticrtc@cox.net
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The End 

If you would like to see your favorite 

“end” here send us the photo to consider 

for future issues of the newsletter. 

Thank you … Thank you!!!  To our many contributors who help make our     

newsletter a success.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated and valued. 


