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Issue 1 2015 

Welcome to the second edition of 

the Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 

newsletter.  I hope you all had a 

great holiday season.  I am    

looking forward to watching this 

club evolve and grow in the    

coming year.  The club will be  

developing some educational 

tools this year to help people    

understand our wonderful breed 

and I can’t wait to share them with 

you.  I’d like MARTC to have the 

best educational tools for this 

breed and have people seek our 

opinion and support.   

We’ve held our first fundraiser of 

2015 with the pasta sale.  I hope 

you were able to support the club 

and enjoy some delicious dishes 

with your families.  We will be 

holding additional fundraisers so 

that the club will have funds to  

promote the breed with prizes for 

performance and conformation  

exhibitors.  Our funds also will  

cover the expense of finalizing our 

non-profit  status,  print the    

newsletter, and develop             

educational tools.  Please continue 

to support the club through our 

fundraisers.   

Thank you to everyone who     

contributed content and pictures to 

this edition.  I hope as you look 

through the stories you might be 

inspired to try something new with 

your rat terrier.   This breed loves 

to learn and is eager to work.  So, 

get out there and have some fun! 

 

Amy Miskiewicz 

President 

Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 

 

Letter From The President 

Contact Us at: 

Midatlanticratterrier@yahoo.com 

mailto:Midatlanticratterrier@yahoo.com?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry


2 

This ‘n That ... 

Introducing your Newsletter Collaboration Team ... 

Sandra Ball ~ Arizona 

Kerry Maguire Cox ~ Maryland 

Cory Downey Hart ~ Washington 

Carol Krantz ~ Illinois 

Tricia McCree ~ Maryland 

Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Pennsylvania 

Mandy Truitt ~ Pennsylvania 

 

Contact email:  MidAtlanticrtc@cox.net or   

midatlanticterrier@yahoo.com 

Did you know ... you do not have to live in the Mid-Atlantic region to be a voting member of the club.  

 

By joining you will find a supportive group of like minded friends who have Rat Terriers and who participate in 

a variety of venues with their dogs. You don't even have to participate in any venue to join and still find     

support from those who love the breed. All you need is to love the Rat Terrier breed. Finding sponsors is pretty 

easy, just ask and someone will step up. The application is at the back of this newsletter to make it easy for 

you and you can pay dues via PayPal or snail mail.  

 

Right now our club newsletter is made public, but at some point that will probably not be the case. We      

welcome contributions in the form of brags about your dog successes in any venue, love photos of your dog just 

being a rattie, and if you have ideas for something that you'd like to see in the newsletter please let us 

know.midatlanticrtc@cox.net will get any newsletter contributions directly to Sandra OR you can send to the 

club email at midatlanticratterrier@yahoo.com.  

We are continually looking for photos,     

articles, and news to include in a future  

newsletter.  Please send us anything that you 
think might be of interest.  Providing us with 
URL links for potential items is welcome too.  
We LOVE photos of the Rat Terrier doing 

those things that they were bred to do, plus 
them doing the various performance venues 

(Lure coursing, Barn Hunt, rally or obedience, 
agility, and on and on.).  Help us make this 

newsletter something that you look forward to 

and want to keep.   

“Little did I know what a 

‘jump in  my yard’ 

would turn in to”  

See Dillon’s story on 

page 4. 

Board of  Directors 
 

Amy Miskiewicz ~ President 
Tricia McCree  ~ Vice-President 
Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Secretary 
Judith Babarsky ~ Treasurer 
 
 

©Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club, LLC. 
2015  

Printed in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.  

 
 

Contact: 
MidAtlanticRatTerrier@yahoo.com 

mailto:MidAtlanticrtc@cox.net
mailto:midatlanticterrier@yahoo.com
mailto:midatlanticrtc@cox.net
mailto:midatlanticratterrier@yahoo.com
mailto:MidAtlanticRatTerrier@yahoo.com
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Treasurers Report 

 

It's been a busy and productive first year for MARTC. Officially incorporated 
as an LLC on February 25, 2014, we are continuing to build our membership 
base. This is a necessary task if  we are to accomplish our primary goal of   
promoting the Rat Terrier through education and support.  The newsletter in 
which you are reading this report is our second newsletter and serves to    
promote the entire breed, whether in the show ring, on the agility course,   
other performance activities (barn hunt, terrier racing, dock diving, lure 
coursing, rally and regular obedience), or just plain old sofa lounging! 

The club has held two fun matches during its first year and one fundraiser (a 
raffle). A second fundraiser is winding up as this goes to press - a Fun Pasta 
sale online. 

We are in process of  finishing up an education project ($250 paid) relating to 
coat colors/patterns for Ratties -- as you know there are many colors and even 
judges are easily confused! 

A significant expense - $400 - needs to be undertaken soon for finalization of  
the 501c3 application for non-profit status. 

As of  February 23, 2015, the bank balance is $659.47 and the PayPal balance 
is $79.07 for a total accounts balance of  $738.54. We are current on all       
outstanding bills and, as mentioned above, are looking at an anticipated       
expenditure of  $400.00 for the 501c3 application. Once we achieve non-profit 
status all donations to the club will be tax-deductible! 

Judith Babarsky 
Treasurer  

“There are three 

topics that you 

shouldn’t discuss 

with friends” 

See page 22 
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Reprinted with permission. This article first appeared in the November/December 2014 AKC Family 

Dog and is reprinted with permission. To subscribe to Family Dog please go to: 

www.akc.org/pubs/index.cfm.  Photos reprinted with permission from  GreatDanePhotos.—Amy Johnson and 

Angie Benacquisto (photo of Angie by Barbara Scanlan).   

http://www.akc.org/pubs/index.cfm
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Congratulations!! 

Sands’ Holy Mackerel (Mackerel), owned by 

Alison Raposo, earned his second rally leg 

with a third place finish at the Souhegan 

Kennel Club under Judge Nanci Hayes and 

finished his Rally Novice title under Judge 

Janet E. Induni at the Windham Country 

Kennel Club in December.  On January 18, he 

earned his Barn Hunt Instinct Title at Fit-N

-Trim Dog Sport Training in Rowley, MA   

under Judge Susan Sparks.   

Skippin CJ Lucky Boy was Best Bred by, 

Best Owner Handler, Best of Winners for a 

major at the Desert Empire Terrier Club of 

Southern California on January 2.  Owner/

Breeder Christina Martinez. Judge  Mrs. 

Anne S. Katona. 

River Ridge Lock ‘n Load (Gunner) 

earned his Barn Hunt Instinct title on 

January 24.  He is owned and handled  

by Sandra Ball.  

Send us your brags for next 

quarters newsletter! 
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Way to go!!! 

Bingo is a 7 y/o rehome that we fostered….        

Forever! His nickname is Shorty and it’s got nothing 

to do with his height. However, he’s a sweet,      

biddable, happy dog who never forgets what he’s 

learned, even if it does take him a little longer to 

catch on! This photo was taken at the all-terrier 

agility trials held in Pennsylvania in 2014. He     

qualified every run for 4 days except his first run 

of the week, something he’d never even come close 

to achieving before. His full name is: MACH ADCH 

Jus’ Bingo CDX, U-CD, RE, XF, RL-2, RAT-S (and a 

few CPE titles to boot). He’s actually about 2 Q’s 

from his ADCH Bronze!  

Zap is an 8 y/o rescue. Zap’s nickname is         

Weanie-Boy and it’s a friend’s theory that he knew, 

at birth, he should have been born a cat…. I have 

never had a dog that hated all things doggy like this 

one! He also rocked it at the all-terrier trials with 

only 1 NQ on the last day when he wasn’t feeling 

well. He hates to travel and that was at the end of 

2 weeks on the road. His full name is: MACH   

ADCH-BRONZE U-ACH R’ Short Circuit CDX,        

U-CDX, RE, XF, U-PA, RL-3, RAT-N (and a few CPE 

titles, too) he's on the cusp of an ADCH-Silver! 

Proud owner of these two handsome boys is Barb 

Krynski. 

River Ridge Rimfire       

Reloaded (Rimi) completed 

the requirements for her 

AKC S.T.A.R. puppy       

certification on January 

29.  She is owned and   

handled by Sandra Ball. 
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AWESOME!!! 

Beverly Calhoun announces that Bree 

(Bur-Way After the Storm@KTR CAA 

CGC) earned her AKC CAX title on   

January 24.  She is the first Rat Terrier 

to earn the Coursing Ability Excellent. 

WAY TO GO BREE!!! 
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It is not unusual to see mention of genetic testing for purebred dogs in various conversations.  These days a lot of that 

communication occurs on Facebook and it can create quite the stir at times.  We have breeders who believe in careful 

genetic testing to help guide their choices within their programs and we have those who do not.  My goal is to try to   

educate about the various genetic tests that should be part of the portfolio that your breeder of choice offers for the 

parents of that puppy that you are in love with.  As a puppy buyer, the decision to be made is about what genetic tests 

are   important to you so you can make an informed decision about any puppy you might be considering.  Part of your       

consideration will be influenced by the proposed goals that you have for that puppy:  conformation, agility or other   

active sports, breeding, and/or as a loved member of your family.  This is a versatile breed so the opportunities are  

numerous and a healthy puppy with a long lifespan is essential to any goal that you might have. 

 

So, the question is:  why should a puppy buyer even care about genetic testing?  The answer is simple.  We should care 

because when we bring a new puppy into our home it is with the intention of having it live a long and healthy life.  While 

we understand that we will take care of our new pet for its lifetime, this can often involve very expensive veterinary fees. 

It certainly is desirable to know that we are not going to face certain health issues with our special pet.  When a breeder 

performs a variety of genetic tests it helps them paint a picture about what the overall health status can potentially be 

for the life of that puppy.  It is not a perfect tool, but when you know your puppy will not end up with a genetic eye   

disorder that is very reassuring.  When you can search the OFA database for the parents and grandparents of your 

puppy and see that they had hips and elbows that passed the OFA standards that is also reassuring.  Even though it is 

not a guarantee of perfect hips and elbows for your puppy it does give you a vision about what has a higher likelihood 

of happening.  So far, researchers have isolated the gene for the eye disorder that causes primary lens luxation, but 

there is no gene that has been isolated to show hips, elbows, patella, hearing, and so on.  The lack of isolated genes for 

these other potential disorders, that run in a specific breed, make it essential to rely on anecdotal evidence based upon 

generations of dogs with passing results.     

 

One of the genetic tests available for the Rat Terrier is very definitive and provides an answer at a young age about the 

status of your puppy.  You do not have to wait until your puppy is one or two years of age to have this evaluated.  The 

test that I am referring to is the one for Primary Lens Luxation (PLL).  This is a genetic condition that can cause your puppy 

to go blind, develop painful glaucoma, and require lens replacement surgery or eye removal.  I recommend that you  

research this condition and understand why the parents of your puppy MUST be tested before they produce offspring.  

PLL is very easy to test for and it is not very expensive when you consider the information that is gained to help the 

breeders make a wise breeding choice.  As a puppy buyer you want to know that your puppy will not be affected    

because he/she does not carry both genes for the condition.  If your puppy carries no genes for PLL, he/she is clear.  If 

he/she carries a single PLL gene they can potentially create affected puppies if they are bred unwisely.  The single gene 

is not a huge issue by itself, but it does tell the breeder to make sure to breed to only a clear (no PLL genes) dog to 
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avoid producing any puppies in the future which carry both genes.  Thus far, this particular genetic test is not a            

requirement for the CHIC (Canine Health Information Center) number for a specific dog.  I hope that this is changed in the 

future so all Rat Terriers that carry the CHIC number as part of their credentials have had this very important genetic test 

done.  The CHIC number is earned by a dog that has had the specific required genetic tests for the breed performed and 

recorded with OFA.  A CHIC number does not mean that the dog passed all of the tests; it only means that the required 

tests were done. 

 

When a Rat Terrier turns one year of age there are some genetic tests that can be done by a veterinarian or a specialist 

in the field.  The patellar luxation is one of these tests.  Patellar luxation is when the knee cap luxates or pops out of place 

and it can cause severe lameness.  The knee cap is a small bone that is in the tendon of the extensor muscles of the thigh. 

The test can be performed by your veterinarian at the annual checkup for your puppy.  You need to take along the  

proper OFA form and have your doctor examine the dog and fill out the form with his findings.  For the patellar luxation 

the goal is to determine if the patellar has any degree of luxation or bony deformity that could eventually require      

orthopedic surgery to correct.  This can affect the athletic ability of your dog and limit his/her future mobility and       

contribute to pain levels.   

 

Another test that can be done at the first birthday checkup of your puppy is the cardiac exam.  This test can be done by a 

practitioner or even better a cardiologist.  In some areas, where there are a lot of dog shows and breeders, you can   

often find a cardiac clinic being held in conjunction with a dog show or other special canine event.  The form for this is on 

the OFA site (link listed at the bottom on this article); you fill it out with the specific information that applies to your dog 

and then take it with you for the exam.  The goal here is to identify any cardiac issues that would and should affect the 

decision about whether to breed your dog in the future.  The ultimate goal is to always breed dogs that are as healthy 

and structurally sound as possible.  

 

When your dog reaches the age of two, it is time for the OFA X-rays to determine the condition of the hips and elbows.  

Both sets of X-rays are looking for evidence of dysplasia.  This is something that can often affect the future mobility and 

pain levels your dog might experience, plus the possible need for surgical intervention.   The X-ray films are sent to OFA 

to be evaluated by three independent specialists and they are assessed to see which of the various levels from excellent 

to that the dog qualifies for.  Some dogs fail to meet the guidelines for passing and are then graded for the degree by 

which they have failed to pass the exam.  The hip X-rays are also used for the Rat Terrier to determine the Legge-Calve-

Perthes status. OFA does not charge to evaluate and record this test, but you must send along the proper OFA form with 

the hip X-rays.   Legge-Calve-Perthes is the degeneration of the head of the femur bone.  This usually results in inflamma-

tion (pain) and the disintegration of the hip joint.   

 

The American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists (AVCO) endorsed the OFA ECR (Eye Certification Registry) as of 

November 1, 2012.  In 2014, OFA replaced the CERF (Canine Eye Registration Foundation) eye exam with the OFA ECR 

exam and recording process.  The form will be provided by the examining clinic.  The eye exam should be done annually 

and usually after the first birthday to monitor the condition of your dog’s eyes and especially so as your dog ages.  Often 

the Ophthalmology Specialty clinic in your area will conduct “clinics” and offer reduced rates on a given day to encour-

age many people to participate and check the condition of their dog’s eyes.   

 

You can see a brochure about this exam at http://www.offa.org/pdf/eye_flyer_web.pdf   

 

Another, optional test, is the BAER (Brainstem Auditory Evoked Response) hearing test and it is one that must be conducted 

by a doctor with the proper equipment which OFA requires.  This test is usually done on a litter of puppies at around the 7

-8 week age.  The form for the BAER exam is on the OFA site and you take it with you to the exam so that the test can be 

performed and the proper form filled out and signed by the performing doctor.  You send the form, plus the actual  

http://www.offa.org/pdf/eye_flyer_web.pdf
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hearing tracings to OFA along with the recording fee.  The desired result is for your dog to have bilateral hearing (both 

ears) and especially so if it is to be in a future breeding program.   

 

For the person purchasing a pet, show or breeding quality puppy the genetic testing provides a sense of comfort.  You 

know that your breeder of choice has done their best to produce a healthy, genetically and structurally sound puppy. 

 

Below you will see a chart from OFA through December 2014 that shows the number of Rat  
Terriers that have been tested for various genetic issues. 

 
RAT TERRIER  

Evaluations through December 2014 

 

Registry Rank 
Evalua-
tions 

Percent 
Abnormal 

Percent 
Normal 

Percent 
Carrier 

Percent 
Equivocal 

BAER HEARING TEST N/A 32 .0 100.0 .0 .0 

CARDIAC 40 831 .5 99.3 .0 .2 

DEGENERATIVE MYELOPATHY N/A 8 .0 100.0 .0 .0 

ELBOW 90 328 1.5 98.2 .0 .0 

EYES N/A 16 .0 100.0 .0 .0 

FANCONI SYNDROME N/A 3 .0 100.0 .0 .0 

HIPS 161 523 2.9 96.6 .0 .0 

LEGG-CALVE-PERTHES 10 474 .4 99.6 .0 .0 

PATELLA 39 1172 3.9 96.1 .0 .0 

PRIMARY LENS LUXATION 3 1153 2.9 62.0 35.1 .0 

THYROID N/A 5 .0 100.0 .0 .0 
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What New Rattitude is About 

Meet Dante – He is available and resides in VA.  Dante 
represents one of the many faces that New Rattitude   
rescues and rehomes each year. 

We are seeking adoptive homes. You can view our   

available dogs, see several photos and read their full bio 

at:  http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm.   All New     

Rattitude dogs are neutered/spayed, wormed, checked 

for heartworm and on preventative, up to date on        

vaccinations,  and microchipped.  Adoption fee is $175 for 

adult dogs and  $225 for puppies under six months of 

age. 

All adoption fees go toward rescue and care of Rat      

Terriers in need. 

New Rattitude has many opportunities available to those 

who are able to volunteer a little or a lot of their time and 

energies. We would love to have you join us simply     

submit a member application found on our site. 

We have a great retail store where you can purchase dog 

toys for less and the money supports the dogs in need.  

New Rattitude is a national, all-volunteer organization that 

rescues and rehomes Rat Terriers and Rat Terrier mixes. 

We are a tax-exempt, non-profit 501(c)3 charitable      

corporation. We were incorporated August 4, 2008, and 

are licensed by the Georgia Department of Agriculture. 

 

 

http://www.newrattitude.org 

Board of Directors 

Jena Gammon (Louisiana) - President 

Susan Beard (North Carolina) - Vice President 

Terry Beale (Georgia) - Secretary 

Sue Kangas (Michigan) - Treasurer 

Julee Allen (Washington) - Director 

Debbie Collins (Alabama) - Director 

Stephanie Mathson (Michigan) - Director 

http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm
http://www.newrattitude.org
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The National show 

Philadelphia, PA  

November 2014 
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Spay, Neuter And Joint Disease 
by Dana Scott in Featured Articles, Holistic Care 

There are three topics you shouldn’t discuss with friends: 

 religion 

 politics 

 and mandatory spay/neuter. 

Talking frankly about spay/neuter is worth the backlash however because the health risks associated with it, especially 
when done in a young dog, are worthy of discussion. That isn’t to say that dogs shouldn’t be spayed or neutered; that’s a 
personal decision best left to the pet owner. Like vaccines and most routine veterinary procedures however, vets spend 
a lot of time discussing why you should spay or neuter your dog, but spend very little time talking about why you   
shouldn’t. The goal of this article is to give you the information your vet doesn’t, so you can make the best possible deci-
sion for your dog. 

I’ll preface the article by stating that I breed Labrador Retrievers, a breed that can be prone to hip and elbow dysplasia, 
as well as cruciate tears. The families that get one of my puppies receive a warranty of sorts, saying that I have done 
everything I can to prevent these issues and if, despite my best efforts, the puppy I’ve bred ends up with a debilitating 
joint issue, I will refund the purchase price to the puppy’s family. 

There is one disclaimer however and it’s as follows: if the family decides to spay or neuter the puppy before 24 months 
of age, my warranty is null and void. The reason is that research shows I can’t guarantee the puppy’s joints won’t be  
affected by this seemingly simple medical procedure. Spay/neuter has the capability of permanently changing a healthy 
puppy joint into an unhealthy one. 

Abnormal Growth 

At the heart of the matter is how spay/neuter affects the dog’s hormones. When a dog’s reproductive organs are        
surgically removed, the sex hormones they produce also disappear. The sex hormones are responsible for more than 
just sexual behaviors and one of their responsibilities is regulating growth. 

Breeders can readily spot the difference between an intact dog and a neutered dog: neutered dogs have longer limbs, 
narrower heads and bodies, and they are lighter in bone. When the sex hormones are removed, the growth hormones 
are missing important regulatory input and the bones continue to grow longer than they ought to. Studies have proven 
this to be true (Salmeri et al, JAVMA 1991). 

http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/author/dana/
http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/dog/featured/
http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/dog/holistic-care/
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In each long bone there is a growth (epiphyseal) plate, which is a band of cartilage found near the joint. This growth plate 
lays down bone as a puppy develops and, as it builds bone, the bone becomes longer and the puppy gets larger and 
taller. Once maturity is reached, this growth plate turns into bone and the puppy’s full height is reached. 

When dogs are sterilized before maturity, the closure of some but not all growth plates may be delayed and this would be 
especially true if a dog is sterilized when only some of his growth plates are closed. 

The dog’s elbow and stifle joints are similarly designed. Above each joint is one bone (the humerus and femur respec-
tively), and below are two bones (in the elbow there is the radius and ulna and in the stifle there is the tibia and fibula). 
One bone effectively sits on two. What would happen if one of those bones underneath the joint stopped growing before 
the other bone and they ended up being different lengths? It would be very much like building a house on a slope: the 
weight of the home wouldn’t be evenly distributed and there would be increased load at the lowermost corner of the 
house. 

The same could very well happen in the elbow and stifle joint when closure of the growth plates is artificially delayed and 
this could in turn lead to increased risk of both elbow dysplasia and cranial cruciate ligament tears. 

There is research that supports this. Whitehair et al (JAVMA Oct 1993), found that spayed and neutered dogs were twice 
as likely to suffer cranial cruciate ligament rupture. Slauterbeck et al also found an increased risk (Clin Orthop Relat Res 
Dec 2004). 

Chris Zinc DVM PhD DACVP explains, “…if the femur has achieved its genetically determined normal length at eight 
months when a dog gets spayed or neutered, but the tibia, which normally stops growing at 12 to 14 months of age    
continues to grow, then an abnormal angle may develop at the stifle. In addition, with the extra growth, the lower leg   
below the stifle likely becomes heavier (because it is longer), and may cause increased stresses on the cranial cruciate 
ligament.” 

Additionally, sterilization can cause a loss of bone mass (Martin et al, Bone 1987), and obesity (Edney et al, Vet Rec Apr 
1986). Both of these factors could lead to an increased risk of cranial cruciate ligament tear. Furthermore, spayed/
neutered dogs are greater than three times more likely to suffer from patellar luxation (Vidoni et al, Wien Tierartztl Mschr 
2005). 

Hip Dysplasia 

The thought of hip dysplasia is enough to strike fear into any large breed dog lover. For that reason, the bulk of research 
on spay/neuter and joint disease is focused on this disorder. 

Dogs who are sterilized before the age of six months have a 70% increased risk of developing hip dysplasia. The authors 
of this study (Spain et al, JAVMA 2004), propose that “it is possible that the increase in bone length that results from  
early-age gonadectomy results in changes in joint conformation, which could lead to a diagnosis of hip dysplasia.” 

There is more evidence that spay/neuter can increase the risk of hip dysplasia. Van Hagen et al (Am J Vet Res, Feb 
2005), found that of the sample dogs diagnosed with hip dysplasia, those that were neutered six months prior to the   
diagnosis were nearly twice as likely to develop hip dysplasia. 

Interestingly, a study by Dannuccia et al (Calcif Tissue Int, 1986), found that removing the ovaries of Beagles caused 
increased remodeling of the pelvic bone, which also suggests an increased risk of hip dysplasia with sterilization. 

Osteosarcoma 

Although not technically a joint issue, osteosarcoma is a cancer of the bone. This bears mentioning because spayed and 
neutered dogs are twice as likely to develop this deadly disease (Ru et al, Vet J, Jul 1998). 

In another study, male Rottweilers, a breed susceptible to osteosarcoma, were nearly four times more likely to develop 
osteosarcoma than intact dogs (Cooley et al, Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev, Nov 2002). In fact, Rottweilers spayed 
or neutered before one year of age had a 28.4%(males) and 25.1% (females) risk of developing osteosarcoma.          
Interestingly, the researchers concluded from their results that the longer the dogs were exposed to sex hormones, the 
lower their risk of osteosarcoma. 

Playing Roulette 

There are other related risks with spay/neuter, including an increased risk of many cancers, hypothyroidism, diabetes, 
urogenital disorders, cognitive impairment, obesity and adverse vaccine reactions – not to mention the risk associated 
with the surgery and the anesthetic. These risks should all be considered when it comes time to decide if spay/neuter is 
an option for your dog. 

Spay, Neuter And Joint Disease, Continued 
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What does seem to be clear is that the risk of joint disease in particular is greatly exaggerated if the dog is sterilized   
before the growth plates close. It’s important to remember that the sex hormones do play a synergistic role in your dog’s 
growth and development and their removal will create imbalance in the body. Just what the fallout from this imbalance 
entails remains to be seen, as research into the effects of sterilization is in its infancy, even though hysterectomies on 
humans and spay/neuter on dogs has been accepted as a normal procedure for decades! 

The age at which the growth plates close is entirely dependent on the dog and the breed. In general, the larger the dog, 
the later the growth plates will close. In giant breeds, this could be nearly two years of age. 

Conclusion 

Getting back to my puppy contract, given the above research, I simply can’t guarantee the puppies I breed will have 
healthy joints if they are spayed or neutered, especially before the age of two. Whether the puppy’s family decides to 
keep their dog intact or sterilize him after that age is entirely up to the family. I do an extremely good job of screening the 
homes that apply for one of my puppies and if they aren’t responsible enough to keep an intact animal, they certainly 
aren’t responsible enough to deserve one of my precious puppies in the first place. 

People who are involved in rescues and shelters may have a different view on this and they are certainly entitled to it. 
When considering if and when your dog should be spayed or neutered however, it’s important that you make the deci-
sion based on facts and try to steer clear of an emotional response that may affect the health and longevity of your dog. 
It’s really not for me – or your vet – to dictate what you should do with your dog. 

Happily, there are alternatives to the complete removal of the sexual organs. Vets are starting to experiment with zinc 
injections to sterilize male dogs. This leaves about half of the circulating testosterone available to the body. Vasectomies 
and tubal ligations are also becoming more popular and they have the happy consequence of less interference with the 
sex hormones – and your dog gets to keep his reproductive organs right where nature intended them to be. 

You have a choice in whether and when your dog is spayed or neutered and how important it is to you that his/her sexual 
organs and hormones remain in place. Once your dog is spayed or neutered, you can’t reverse your decision, so dig a 
little deeper and you just might find a solution that you and your dog can live with, happily and healthfully. 

http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/spay-neuter-and-joint-disease/ 

 

This article is copyright of Dogs Naturally Magazine and reproduced with permission. 

To view more great articles, visit dogsnaturallymagazine.com 

Spay, Neuter And Joint Disease, Continued 

http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/spay-neuter-and-joint-disease/
http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com
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CHECK OUT 

Amanda’s Facebook art 
page:  www.facebook.com/

Yowyowtails 

And Bogart’s blog at: 
https://

www.facebook.com/
RosethornTerriers 

The Art of Amanda Hall 
“YowYoWTails” 
The “eyes” say it ALL 

https://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
https://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
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Congratulations!! 

Remus (officially RiverRidge Mischief Managed RN MXJ MX 
MXF T2B) has always had a big “need for speed” and huge 
passion for agility.  That was recognized in the 2014 Power 10 
Breed rankings for the fastest agility dogs in each breed, and in 
each height category.  Remus ranked #1 in his height category 
(16”) and also in all heights for the Rat Terrier breed.  He was 
ranked highest in overall PowerScore, and also had the highest 
Average Yards Per Second all heights in both Jumpers and 
Standard agility classes.   His speed and exuberance have been 
quite challenging to manage on the agility course, and we are 
still working on becoming the team we hope to be someday.  But 
we are having an amazing time together in the process.  Love 
you Remus – never lose your incredible spirit and unique 
“Remus” style!”  Owned/loved/handled by Deb Stevenson. 

See the stats 

on page 42 
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Way to go!!! 

Ending the 2014 Show year as #1 Rat Terrier in Breed and Owner Handler Series 
The only Silver level GCH 

CHIC#  83181  &  DNA  
Sire of 9 AKC CH & 8 AKC GCH to date. 
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Drum Roll!! 

River Ridge's Give em Someth'n 2 Talk About  

(Jaxson) Best Of Winners at Eukanuba for a 3 
point Major- Dec 14 2014  

Owner handler bred by Jackie Maye 

Owned by Jackie Maye/Beth Szczygiel/Stacy 
McWilliams 

Wildcliff’s Rumor Has It 
(Stan) owned by Cindi 
Etheridge and Tracey 
Colombo took his first 
major and Cindi’s first       
owner-handler major at 
the Alexandria Kennel 
Club in Louisiana on 
January 24. 

Co-breeders are Tracey      
Colombo and Stacy 
McWilliams. 
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Collar or harness, what to choose? 

By Chantal Conscience-di Renzo 

CCOTI, PB, RM 

 

Now that you have your puppy at home what collar and trainer should you choose? 

As some of you already know, the use of choke, prong and e-collar are now banned from many European countries. Trainers be 
aware that North America will also get there, it always takes some years but Europe really leads as far as positive dog training.  

So let’s review the reasons for the ban. 

Choke, prong: the secondary effects can be devastating. On some sensitive dogs it can provoke trachea and cervical lesions. Don’t 
think that the dog will stop pulling on the leash just because he is wearing this tool. It’s the fear and/or the pain afflicted that stops 
the behaviour but it doesn’t solve the problem. It is also called negative reinforcement. 

The principal of these collars is really simple; you give a quick jerk on the leash each time your dog is pulling. If you are persistent 
your dog will start walking gently by your side like a vegetable. It’s an easy choice: obey or feel pain. 

E-collar uses a slight to more powerful electric impulse to train the dog. A recent study from University of Lincoln, UK shows that 
dogs trained with e-collars showed behavioural changes that were consistent with a negative response. These included showing 
more signs of tension, more yawning and less time engaged in environmental interaction. 

In short, if you have not been trained to use these types of collars DO NOT try them. Unfortunately in my long career working with 
dogs I saw many owners but also trainers using them and ruining perfect puppies. I used to be one of them because at the time no 
other alternative training was offered. Research by renowned veterinarians and animal behaviourists has showed us that positive 
reinforcement training is giving successful and long lasting results, but most importantly a well balance pet. You will have to invest 
a lot of time to regain the confidence that got lost with the pain.  With positive reinforcement, love and patience you can re-train 
your dog in just a few months and never look back again. The best puppy garden class you can find is one where all the training is 
done off leash. Then you upgrade to basic obedience and work with the leash. 

When looking for a trainer or a canine behaviourist, don’t let him/her convince you to use one of the above-mentioned collars. 
You will obtain better results if you put a little time into the training or rehabilitation by using your voice and treats to lure and 
reward. Many trainers have not been properly trained to use the above collars. Nowadays a trainer should be able to teach you 
and your dog without having to use harsh and painful punishment. The same goes for a behaviourist, we can rehabilitate without 
inflicting pain or fear.  

Another dangerous tool is the head collar (halter). It does work, but at what cost? Imagine your little puppy jumping in front of you 
to go meet a new dog and when at the end of the leash his head swill turn so hard that it will touch his shoulder. Dogs don’t  have 
necks as powerful as horses. The idea behind the head collar came from training horses, but horses and dogs are not built the 
same way and it can cause real damages to a puppy. It’s a useful tool if you learn how to use it properly. If you are not sure DON’T 
use it! 

If you decide that you want to use a regular collar, the nylon one’s are the best. Make sure you fit it perfectly so your dog can’t 
come out inadvertently. A good rule of thumb is to run one finger all around the neck between the skin and the collar. If you have 
large fingers, use the smallest one to test it.  While your puppy is growing don’t forget to regularly check the collar and make sure 
it is not too tight. The same apply if your dog gains or loses some weight. I like the idea of removing the collar when the dog is at 
home, because you won’t be able to fit the collar if the neck gets larger. I see so many dogs getting a bold neck due to an           
inappropriate collar fit. Just like us, dogs have the tendency to get “wider” with age and like us they need new garments J.        
Martingale collars are like flat collars but they tighten when the dog pulls. Even though they tighten, they are generally not used 
for giving a correction the way a choke chain is. Rather, they are used because they are less likely to slip over the dog’s head when 
adjusted correctly than a flat collar is. These collars should be adjusted so that even at their tightest they cannot accidentally 
strangle the dog, ask for help when fitting it if not sure. 

The best option remains the harness; most of them are safer than collars. Again you have to make sure you fit it well, and please 
don’t let your dog run free with it or when playing with another dog it may get tangle and arm the dogs. The dog should always 
wear a collar with a tag when free, even if it is at the fully fenced off leash park. You can’t trust the gates to be well closed at all 
times. Better be safe than sorry.  
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Some harnesses are better than others.  Make sure that your dog can move freely and that no hardware or stiches will rub       
anywhere. The new generation of harnesses with a front buckle can be a good training tool, provided that it’s of good quality and 
not a cheap copy, and that your dog does not lounge at things. As for the head collar, the harness with a front buckle works from 
the idea that when the dog gets to the end of the leash his whole body will have to turn back. It does work most of the time, but 
at a cost to the physical health of your dog.  

It takes 6 months of your dog’s life to make him/her the perfect dog for your family, well worth it if you think you will have him/
her for many years.  

If you don't have the time or patience to go through the training process choose a more mature dog that knows already the basics 
or send your puppy to a good trainer that will board and train. Make sure the trainer use a method that you agree on. Using   
shaping tools (e-collar) they are not design to train your dog on basic manners. Find one that is positive reinforcement oriented. It 
may seem to take a little longer but once the basics are learned it is forever and in a balanced and humane manner.  You can have 
your dog back after only few weeks and the trainer will follow up with you until the puppy is fully trained. But most of all choose a 
trainer that will use his/her voice to train, in the last 15-20 years with the arrival a clicker training we forgot to vocally communi-
cate with our dogs. You need your voice to effectively communicate with your dog when off leash. 

Shelters try to rehabilitate the animals in their care, but it is not always possible. Rescues put their dogs in foster homes where 
they start working on behaviour rehabilitation or basic training. You may not get a fully trained dog from either ones, but they 
may have a good base for you to continue training. 

Whatever your choice, make sure to choose the right breed for your lifestyle, if you want a pure bred dog search the national/
provincial club and check their breeders list. Don’t hesitate to call or email the executives of the club(s) for more information 
about the breed or breeders in your area. They can also direct you to the specific breed rescue organization. If you prefer a mix 
breed or don’t care about a dog with pedigree, you can contact the local shelter or the rescue organizations, they may already 
have the right dog for you in a foster home waiting to be adopted. 

Chantal Conscience-di Renzo is a Certified Canine Obedience Trainer-Instructor, Pet Behaviourist, Reiki Master-Instructor and 
have a long experience working with difficult dogs. She is owner/operator at Domtom Services and Chantal’s Pet & Home 
Sitting since 2001. 

 

Thank you to Chantal for granting us permission to use her article in our newsletter. 

HANK 
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~ American Kennel Club  ~  

2015 National Agility  

Championship  

List of Eligible Dogs 

Mary Backstrom ~ MACH Matthew's Caesar Augustus MXB MJS Rat ~ Terrier 

MARY BASU ~ MACH Ratitatt Gusters Rebel Force CD BN RA MXB MJS XF T2B ~ Rat Terrier 

Bill Becker ~ MACH4 Maggie Mae Becker MXB2 MJS2 XF ~ Rat Terrier 

Kathy Brown ~ MACH2 Call Me Greased Lightning MXG MJC XF T2B CA ~ Rat Terrier 

Gayle Capen ~ MACH10 Lady Abigail Chase My Mom MXC3 MJG3 OF ~ Rat Terrier 

Gayle Capen ~ MACH17 Lady Maria Isabella Boyd MXC4 MJG5 MXF TQX T2B ~ Rat Terrier 

Catherine Clemente ~ Burway Ryder On The Storm CM MX MXB MXJ MJB RATN ~ Rat Terrier 

Denise Kennedy ~ MACH21 Pebbles' Magic Act I MXG5 MJB6 MXF TQX T2B ~ Rat Terrier 

Melissa Liebhardt ~ MACH7 Ratitatt Portrait Of The Queen MXG2 MJC2 ~ Rat Terrier 

Lynn Mancino ~ MACH3 Windwood Rafael TD MXC MJS2 MXF MFS TQX T2B3 CAA ~ Rat Terrier 

Yvonne Mancino ~ MACH9 Ratitatt Wood U Buzz Me MXB3 MJC3 MXF MFS TQX T2B ~ Rat Terrier 

Susan McGinty ~ MACH Taylorswift MXB MJB ~ Rat Terrier 

Vickey Meyer ~ MACH4 PACH Dragonfly's Shooting Star MXG2 MJG2 MXPB MJP5 MJPS PAX2 MXF MFC TQX 
T2B6 ~ Rat Terrier 

Victoria Meyer ~ MACH Mk's Warp Speed Commander Cody MXS MJG MXF MFS TQX T2B4 ~ Rat Terrier 

Linda Neiger ~ MACH4 It's A Knickknack Paddywack RN MXC MJC2 MXF ~ Rat Terrier 

Mary Obidinski ~ MACH Bur-Way Anything Goes MXS MJB T2B CA ~ Rat Terrier 

Mary Obidinski ~ MACH6 PACH Willis MXS2 MJG2 MJPB PAX T2B ~ Rat Terrier 

Candice Oman ~ MACH7 MR. Big MXB3 MJG3 FTC1 MFG2 TQX T2B ~ Rat Terrier 

Nora Sewell ~ MACH Penelope's Pied Piper MXS MJB ~ Rat Terrier 

Charlotte Smith ~ MACH2 Ratitatt Cool Jazz MXS MJC XF ~ Rat Terrier 

Catherine Webster ~ MACH It's A Bugs Life MXS MJG ~ Rat Terrier 

Hiroko Williams ~ MACH3 Ellie May MXC MJC MXF T2B3 ~ Rat Terrier 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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The statistics included in these rankings are based upon AKC data, but not provided by AKC .  These are compiled manually and 

therefore are not considered AKC “official”.    You may see the full Breed Power 10 rankings for various breeds at: 

http://http://baddogagility.com/  Permission to reprint has been granted by Bad Dog Agility with the above disclaimer. 

AGILITY 

http://baddogagility.com/
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This is Alley (aka Allison Lee Miller).  She was born 

February 12, 2002 and left her family on January 30, 

2015.  Alley was the loving and cherished pet of Bruce 

& Raechelle Miller and is greatly missed. 
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We hope that you have enjoyed reading our newsletters and are finding them helpful, enjoyable, 

and worthy of archiving on your computer for future reference.  

Please consider joining our MARTC family and developing friendships with people who share a 

common interest in the Rat Terrier breed at all levels and becoming a part of the work to continue 

to help the breed grow and prosper within AKC rules and guidelines.   

While MARTC is not an AKC affiliated club at this time, it is the hope and future goal to become 

an AKC affiliated regional breed club.  As has been mentioned previously in this newsletter, you 
can become a voting member and not live in the Mid-Atlantic region.  This right gives you the     

opportunity to have a say in the future path that the club takes.  How exciting it is to anticipate the 

growth of a club with the goals of benefitting the breed, educating the public, and developing 

friendships all across the country!! 

We welcome people who participate in conformation, agility, barn hunt, lure coursing, rally,      

obedience and any other venues with this delightful breed.  More importantly, we welcome people 

who have the pets that never compete in any venue because, for all of us, our dogs are pets first 

and the rest is frosting on top. 

Old and new members will be welcomed and appreciated.  Let’s set the goal together of developing 
an awesome platform from which to promote our breed!!!   



47 



48 



49 

Don’t forget to send us your fun 

photos to include in future issues of 

our newsletter. 
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The End 

. . . . . 

See you next issue!! 

If you would like to see your favorite 

“end” here send us the photo to consider 

for future issues of the newsletter. 

Thank you … Thank you!!!  To our many contributors who help make our newsletter 

a success.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated and valued. 


