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This ‘n That ... 

Introducing your Newsletter Collaboration Team ... 

 

Sandra Ball ~ Arizona 

Kerry Maguire Cox ~ Maryland 

Cory Downey Hart ~ Washington 

Tricia McCree ~ Maryland 

Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Pennsylvania 

Marcy Stewart ~ Nebraska 

Mandy Truitt ~ Pennsylvania 

 
Contact email:  MidAtlanticrtc@cox.net or  midatlanticterrier@yahoo.com 

Did you know ... you do not have to live in the Mid-Atlantic region to be a member of the club.  
 
By joining you will find a supportive group of like minded friends who have Rat Terriers and who participate at a  
variety of events with their dogs. You don't even have to participate in any events to join and still find support from 
those who love the breed. All you need is to love the Rat Terrier breed. Finding sponsors is pretty easy, just ask and 
someone will step up. The application is at the back of this newsletter to make it easy for you and you can pay dues 
via PayPal or snail mail.  
 
Right now our club newsletter is made public, but at some point that will probably not be the case. We welcome  
contributions in the form of brags about your dog successes in any event (AKC only for conformation), love photos of 
your dog just being a Rattie, and if you have ideas for something you'd like to see in the newsletter please let us know.  
Email any newsletter contributions directly to Sandra at midatlanticrtc@cox.net OR you can send to the club email 
at midatlanticratterrier@yahoo.com. 

Thank you to Stephen du Buis for the adorable photo below: 

We are continually looking for photos, articles, 
and news to include in a future newsletter.  

Please send us anything that you think might be 
of interest.  Providing us with URL links for  

potential items is welcome too.  We LOVE photos 
of the Rat Terrier doing those things that they 
were bred to do, plus any of them doing the  

various performance events (Lure coursing, Barn 
Hunt, rally or  obedience, agility, and on and on).  
Help us make this newsletter something that you 

look forward to and want to keep. 

Board of  Directors 
 

Amy Miskiewicz ~ President 
Stacy McWilliams  ~ Vice-President 

Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Secretary 
Judith Babarsky ~ Treasurer 

John Capurso ~ Corresponding 
Secretary 
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Spry owned by Beth Szczygiel 
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Best of Breed GCH CH Felixvilles Traveling Pooch.  Breeder:  Theda Little  
Owner: Theda and Ransome Little 

Best of Opposite 
Sex 

GCHS CH Seegmillers Dos Miss Margo.  Breeder: Kimberly 
Seegmiller  Owner: Kimberly Seegmiller 

Best of Winners 
& Winner’s Dog 

CH River Ridge’s Golden Ticket.  Breeder:  Stacy 
McWilliams  Owner: Stacy McWilliams & Deena Mapley 

Winner’s Bitch Warrenmtn She’s a Firecracker.  Breeder: Carmeta French 
& Jennifer Sider   Owner: Pete & Carolyn Helewski 

Select Dog GCHB CH Evanlee May D’Odds B Evr N UR Favor River 
Ridge.  Breeder:  Stacy McWilliams & Donna McMahan   
Owner: Stacy McWilliams & Jane Gardner & Rebecca  
Fendlason & Stacy Zimmerman 

Select Bitch CH Felixvilles Skippin CJ Tooloulou.  Breeder: Theda Little  
Owner: Theda Little & Christina Martinez 

Award of Merit GCHB CH River Ridge Winning Ways.  Breeder: Stacy 
McWilliams  Owner: Loretta Iazzetti & Stacy McWilliams  

Award of Merit GCH CH River Ridge’s Level of Intrigue.  Breeder: Stacy 
McWilliams  Owner: Stacy Zimmerman & Stacy 
McWilliams 
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Spry does not take no for an answer 
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Meet Ben … he is a babysitter …  

Ben belongs to Angela Wise in Oklahoma and he takes his bedtime seriously.  So when Angela’s nephew 

was fighting sleep and talking; Ben would jump on the bed, stare, and then lie down next to him.   When 

the little guy got up to talk to his aunt, Ben chased him all the way back to his bed and sat on him.  Ben 

was corrected for chasing the nephew, but this added a lot of humor to the evening for Angela.   

Good job Ben!!!! 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2017 ~ Page 10 

 

If you’re a dog owner, I’m sure you’ve heard this refrain. 
 
Conventional wisdom says that young puppies come to us as blank slates.  Full of promise and  
limitless potential, ready to be molded into your ideal companion as long as you do your part –  
provide lots of love, the right amount of discipline, and appropriate training along the way.  If you’re a 
caring, responsible pet owner, there’s no reason that your puppy should not grow up to be a model 
canine citizen. 
 
“Bad” dogs are the fault of bad owners, right?  After all, it’s all in how you raise them. 
 
******** 
 
As always, in the world of behavior – it’s not quite that simple. 
 
There are few myths in the field of dog training that get under my skin quite as much as this 
one.  Perhaps it’s because I’ve seen so many kind, committed owners with deeply troubled dogs 
break down in tears during a behavior consultation, certain that they have done something to cause 
their dog’s crippling anxiety or aggression issues.  After all, they’ve had him since he was a puppy – 
so clearly, something must have been lacking in his upbringing. 
 
Or perhaps it’s the countless number of fundamentally mismatched dog/owner pairings that every 
veterinarian and trainer sees on a regular basis.  The gentle elderly couple, with the adolescent field-
bred Lab.  The busy young professionals with three children under the age of five, with the spooky 
English Mastiff who doesn’t like kids.  Or even the lovely middle-aged woman who wants to do  
therapy work in a local nursing home, with her aloof and introverted Chow. 
 
What all of these situations have in common, at their core, is a lack of understanding combined with 
an unfortunate and excessive sense of optimism – an unshakeable faith in the notion that any dog 
can be molded into the perfect pet for the owner’s particular lifestyle, as long as they’re “raised 
right.”  That every eight-week-old puppy is a formless mass of behavioral clay, ready to be imprinted 
with whatever characteristics and personality traits are most convenient for their living situation and 
the wishes of their new family. 
 
Unfortunately for all involved in the examples above, this is utterly and emphatically not true. 
 
But wait, you might say!  What about socialization and training?  Can’t we influence our puppies’ 
adult characteristics through exposure to the things we want them to be comfortable with?  Can’t we 
teach them early on how we want them to behave, thus preventing any problems later on? 
In other words, a perfectly socialized and well-trained puppy should be a foolproof bet to turn out the 
way we want – right? 

It’s Not “All In How You Raise 
Them”:  

The Role Of Genetics  
In Behavior 

http://www.drjensdogblog.com/its-not-all-in-how-you-raise-them-the-role-of-genetics-in-behavior/
http://www.drjensdogblog.com/its-not-all-in-how-you-raise-them-the-role-of-genetics-in-behavior/
http://www.drjensdogblog.com/its-not-all-in-how-you-raise-them-the-role-of-genetics-in-behavior/
http://www.drjensdogblog.com/its-not-all-in-how-you-raise-them-the-role-of-genetics-in-behavior/
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Well… the answer, as they say, is complicated. 

Don’t get me wrong – socialization and early learning are very powerful things.  (See my previous 
posts on these topics for a more complete discussion of how they influence puppy development, if 
you’re interested.)  [other posts on this topic will be in future newsletters] There is a lot we can do to 
set our puppies up for success, and also to address possible problems or behavioral red flags early 
on.  This is the “nurture” side of the nature-and-nurture paradigm, and it’s incredibly important – but 
it’s only half of the equation. 
 
So what does nature have to say? 
 
We all know intuitively that behavioral characteristics can be inherited.  After all, this basic notion is 
the reason for thousands of years of selective breeding in the dog world – it’s why we’ve been able 
to develop specific lines of dogs who are consistently driven to retrieve things, herd sheep, guard 
our homes, or track rabbits without any formal training at all.  Why, then, does it surprise us that  
other types of behavioral tendencies can also be passed from parents to offspring? 
 
The truth is, your dog’s genetic background plays a tremendous (and often under-valued) role not 
only in what inborn skills he might have, but in who he is – whether he is friendly or reserved with 
strangers, tolerant of other pets or not, a high-drive athlete or a snuggly couch potato, easily startled 
by loud noises or relatively “bombproof.”  Since the 1940s, studies in canine behavioral genetics 
have consistently shown that traits such as fearfulness, impulsivity, problem-solving ability, working 
drive, and even tendencies toward aggression are strongly influenced by breeding.  Socialization 
and early learning can certainly help to sway things in one direction or another, but these forces are 
operating on a pre-existing genetic blueprint. 
 
Is behavior moldable?  Of course it is – to a point.  You can only modify what you already have, not 
create the dog of your choosing from scratch.  So if you have specific goals for your pup or need a 
dog with a certain personality type, it pays to make sure that you’re getting a temperament you can 
live with! 
 
Please note that none of this should be taken as a defense of breed-specific stereotyping or  
discrimination, on the theory that certain breeds are bound to be aggressive or otherwise 
“bad.”  There is a tremendous amount of genetic variability within every breed – so much so that it’s 
not possible to make any reliable predictions about behavior based solely on breed  
identification.  It’s much more valuable to look specifically at the parents and littermates of a  
particular puppy, or at a certain line of dogs within a breed. 
 
So, what can we do with this knowledge? 
 
If you have specific personality traits that you need in a dog, don’t choose a puppy based on looks 
or a cheap purchase price and assume that you can “make it work” – this rarely goes well, in my  
experience. 
 
Instead, I would strongly encourage you to look into getting a puppy from an excellent breeder, with 
a good track record of producing dogs with the traits that you want – this is your very best chance of 
ending up with a dog that will be a good fit for you and your family.  Many owners need a dog that is 
reliably gentle and tolerant with kids, or with low prey drive because of smaller pets in the home, or 
easygoing and low-energy because they are elderly or disabled.  Getting an adult dog from a trusted 
source who knows the dog well (such as a breeder, or a good rescue group) can also be a great  
option. 
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This kind of predictability may not be important for all owners – which is fine!  Many of my clients 
don’t have any specific plans or goals for their dog, and their lifestyle is flexible enough that a wide 
range of personality types would fit into their household with no problems.  If this describes you, then 
you could absolutely open your home to a puppy or older dog with an unknown background and see 
where life takes the two of you.  There are many such dogs who desperately need homes, and the 
relationship that you have with a dog like this can be extremely special. 
 
By the same token – if you are thinking about breeding your dog, or if you already have an active 
breeding program, please carefully consider temperament in your breeding decisions!  Most good 
breeders know this already and are very selective about which dogs they choose to breed, but this 
idea can be surprising to many owners who are new to the process and aren’t aware that personality 
traits can be inherited.  Excessively fearful or aggressive dogs should not be bred – period.  These 
issues should be taken as seriously as hereditary physical problems like hip dysplasia or  
degenerative myelopathy, as they are every bit as devastating for both the puppy and his/her new 
family. 
 
And finally, if you have a pup from an uncertain background (or a known, not-so-great background) 
who is struggling with a behavior problem despite your best efforts, don’t beat yourself up!  For many 
of my clients, it comes as a relief to know that they have done nothing wrong – the misplaced guilt 
that comes with having a much-loved dog who is also severely aggressive or fearful of everything 
can be crushing. 
 
It helps to understand that you can only play the hand you’re dealt; all dogs come with their own  
personalities and behavioral tendencies, for better or worse.  We can do a lot to help these dogs live 
safer, happier lives with training and careful management – we can build their confidence, teach 
them better coping skills to handle stress, and strengthen their bond with their owners – but we can’t 
change who they are.  And usually, that’s okay. 
 
So if you have a dog like this, to paraphrase the famous Serenity Prayer – I would encourage you to 
work on the things you can change, and accept the things you can’t. 
 
The trick is learning to know the difference. 
 
By Jennifer L. Summerfield, DVM CPDT-KA 
http://www.drjensdogblog.com/ 

REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM THE AUTHOR 

FROM:  

http://www.drjensdogblog.com/its-not-all-in-how-you-raise-them-the-role-of-

genetics-in-behavior/ 

http://www.drjensdogblog.com/
http://www.drjensdogblog.com/its-not-all-in-how-you-raise-them-the-role-of-genetics-in-behavior/
http://www.drjensdogblog.com/its-not-all-in-how-you-raise-them-the-role-of-genetics-in-behavior/
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Thank you to Darla Ailey for her delightful  

Adventures of Super Rattie to make us chuckle 
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Drum Roll!! 

GCHB CH Evanlee May D’Odds B Evr N UR Favor River Ridge received a Group One at the St. Charles Kennel 

Club show in January 2017.  He was Select Dog at Westminster in February.  He is owned by Stacy 

McWilliams, Jane Gardner, Rebecca Fendlason, and Stacy Zimmerman.  He is handled by Paul D Catterson. 

Victor is Number One Rat Terrier All Breed  for 2017 according to Canine Chronicle statistics through  

February 28. 

~ Pennsylvania ~ 
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FANTASTIC!!! 

MACH Burway Ryder on the Storm MXC MJG  

RATO  aka “Ryder” has officially qualified for the 

AKC National Championships to be held in Perry, 

GA March 24 - 26, 2017 

 

Owned by Candy Clemente 

 

~ California ~ 

River Ridge’s Kiss My Grits “Sassafras” finished her 

Starter Pairs, Snooker, Jumpers, and Gamblers  

titles at the Southeast Agility USDAA trial over the 

weekend of February 24—26 in Gainesville, GA. 

She also had several qualifying runs at the Pals and 

Paws AKC Trial in Jacksonville, FL, including one 

first place in the T2B class and her first  

Open JWW Q.  

She is owned, loved, and handled by Riley Allen 

~ Georgia ~ 
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Congratulations!! 

 

GCHB Indigo IGO He’s All Evans SGK aka “Evans” 
was awarded a Group 4 at the McKenzie Cascade 
Dog Fanciers Club, Inc. in Albany OR on February 

27 under Judge Fredrick R Stephens.   

He was Best of Breed at the Seattle Kennel club 
show both days on the weekend of March 11-12 
under Judges Robert E Hutton and Don L Evans. 

Evans is bred and owned by Jennifer Lee Ferguson 
of Indigo Rat Terriers  

Handled by Dixie Rae Sick. 

~ Northern Idaho ~ 

New Grand Champion!!!  GCH “PR” RNB’s Shootout 
@ Blkwd Corral aka “Bang” at the Desert Empire 
Terrier Club of California show in January with a 

Best of Breed 3 of the 4 days and a Best of  
Opposite Sex on the 4th day, all five point majors. 

 
  Bang finished her CH in 3 shows and also her GCH 

in 3 show weekends. She earned OH top 10 for 
2016 and her GCH before the age of two.   

 
 Bang is owned and handled by Jackie Ader. 

 
~ California ~ 
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AWESOME!!! 

Cal Val Lily Luna of Sugarloaf completed the requirements for her Grand Champion title  

under Judge Elizabeth “Beth” Sweigart at the Kennel Club of Palm Springs show on January 7, 2017.  Luna 

is owned by Barbara Lancaster-Jordan and Don Jordan.  Luna was bred by Gail Holloway and handled by 

Barbara Lancaster-Jordan 

 

Ch. Dynamite Snidget of Sugarloaf aka “Snidget” took Best of Breed for a 4-point major at the Beverly 

Hills Kennel Club show on March 5, 2017 under Judge Clay Coady .  

He is owned by Barbara Lancaster-Jordan and Donald Jordan.  Snidget was bred by Kacye Yates. 

 

~ California ~ 
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STUPENDOUS!!! 

AKC, UKC, Int CH. RIver Ridge's Wicked Good, aka 

Ticket, recently earned her Coursing Ability title 

(CAT) and her FastCAT title BCAT. Ticket is just 17 

months old. She is owned by Penny Cary, Hosea 

Carpenter, and Stacy McWilliams. 

 

~ Florida ~ 

Crosswind Lindy Hop Swingout RN OF MX MXJ CA 

"Lindy" finished her Coursing Ability title  

December 4, 2016 at the Upper Chesapeake Bay 

Saluki Club coursing test in Hanover, PA.  The 

black bullet loves lure coursing and earned her 

title in 3 tries/runs.  She earned her first 2 legs at 

the Montgomery Terrier trials in Palmyra PA in 

October.   

Lindy is owned and adored by Betsy Spilis.  

 

~ Maryland. ~ 

Your brag could go here!! 

 

Send to: 

 

midatlanticrtc@cox.net 

mailto:midatlanticrtc@cox.net
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SENSATIONAL!! 

Sahuaro Sunsets Skippin CJ Bingo aka “Bingo” was awarded his first 3 point major with a Best of Winner’s 

at the Kennel Club of Palm Springs show on January 7 under Judge E. Sweigart, a 5 point major with  Best 

of Winner’s under Judge D.A. Alexander and a 3 point major with a Best of Winner’s at the Beverly Hills 

Kennel Club shows under Judge Clay Coady in early March.   

He is owned by Christina Martinez & Lynn Pinkey. 

 

CH Cruzin’s Beside Still Waters aka “Brook” finished her Champion title in December.  She is owned by 

Christina Martinez and Lynn Pinkey. 

 

Skippin CJ Double Trouble aka “Trouble” was Winner’s Bitch for a 5 point major at the Desert Empire  

Terrier Club of Southern California show in Indio, CA. She is owned by Christina Martinez. 

 

~ California ~ 
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Addison’s Disease in Dogs 
by Nancy Kay, DVM 

In 1855 Dr. Thomas Addison was the first person to describe a human affliction he dubbed  
Addison’s disease. Since that time, this disease has become a well-recognized syndrome in both 
people and dogs. The scientific name for Addison’s disease is hypoadrenocorticism– an insufficient  
production of essential hormones manufactured by the adrenal glands. 
 
Addison’s disease can occur in any size and breed of dog. Middle-aged females are most commonly 
affected. A familial or inherited predisposition for the disease has been described in Standard  
Poodles, Bearded Collies, Great Danes, and Portuguese Water Dogs. 
 
Normal adrenal gland function 
 
Let the physiology lesson begin! Every dog is born with two adrenal glands located adjacent to each 
kidney within the abdominal cavity. These glands are responsible for producing several important 
hormones. Dogs with Addison’s disease lose their ability to produce two of these hormones, namely 
cortisol (aka, cortisone) and aldosterone. Neither man nor beast can live without adequate levels of 
both of them. 

 

Cortisol is essential for normal function of virtually every organ within the body. It’s responsible for 
normal appetite and an overall sense of well being. Cortisol production is amped up during times of 
stress. Canine “stress” can stem from fear, excitement, anxiety, or significant physical exertion.  
Examples might include: thunderstorms, dates at the grooming parlor, a free-for-all at the dog park, 
running an agility course, or visiting the veterinary hospital. (Please read my thoughts on Fear-Free 
office visits). 
 
Aldosterone regulates sodium and potassium levels in the body. Without aldosterone, the  
potassium level in the bloodstream increases and the sodium level decreases. If severe enough, 
these changes can be life threatening. Every once in awhile a dog develops “atypical Addison’s  
disease” in which there is cortisol depletion, but aldosterone production remains normal. These dogs 
have normal blood levels of sodium and potassium. 

http://speakingforspot.com/blog/2015/10/25/fear-free-veterinary-visits%21
http://speakingforspot.com/blog/2015/10/25/fear-free-veterinary-visits%21
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Cause 
 
The cause of Addison’s disease is incompletely understood. Autoimmune destruction is suspected. 
This means that the individual’s own immune system is somehow triggered to attack and destroy the 
body’s normal tissues; in this case, cells within the adrenal glands. 

Cushing’s Disease is the polar opposite first cousin of Addison’s disease. A dog with this disease  
develops symptoms caused by the overproduction of cortisol by the adrenal glands. Overzealous 
treatment to reduce the cortisol production can result in Addison’s disease. 
 
Symptoms 
 
Early on in the course of the disease Addisonian dogs may show rather vague waxing and waning 
symptoms. As the disease progresses, symptoms tend to become more consistent and fulminant. 
Not all Addisonian dogs exhibit all of the symptoms- in fact, only one or two may be observed. The 
most common symptoms caused by Addison’s disease include: 
  

 diminished appetite 

 lethargy/weakness 

 vomiting 

 diarrhea 

 ncreased thirst 

 increased urine output 

 weight loss 

 hair coat changes 

 trembling 

 collapse 
  
Diagnosis 
 
Addison’s disease is suspected based on symptoms. Abnormal physical examination findings may 
include a slowed heart rate (caused by the elevation in blood potassium), dehydration, weak pulses, 
thin condition, generalized weakness, and even collapse or coma. 

The diagnosis of Addison’s disease begins with blood and urine testing. The urine is typically dilute 
rather than well concentrated. Blood test abnormalities may include increased levels of potassium, 
blood urea nitrogen (BUN), creatinine, and calcium along with decreased sodium and glucose levels. 
A chest x-ray may demonstrate decreases heart size. 
Addison’s disease is definitively diagnosed by measurement of blood cortisol levels both before and 
after an injection of ACTH (adrenocorticotrophic hormone), a substance that stimulates the adrenal 
glands to release cortisol. This is known as an ACTH response test. Addisonian dogs have  
extremely low levels of circulating cortisol both prior to and following adrenal gland stimulation. 
 
The great imitator 
 
Addison’s disease is known as the “great imitator” because its symptoms are often vague and non-
specific and they may mimic those associated with a plethora of other diseases. Additionally, unless 
the dog is in a state of crisis, symptoms tend to be on-again, off-again. So, it’s easy to talk oneself 
out of a veterinary visit. And, if basic blood test abnormalities are mild, the veterinarian may not even 
consider Addison’s disease as a potential diagnosis. 

Because of all of this, the biggest pitfall associated with Addison’s disease is its lack of recognition. 
The most famous Addisonian of all time, John F. Kennedy, had waxing and waning symptoms for 
years before his physicians finally thought about testing for Addison’s disease! 
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Treatment 
 
In the case of collapse or profoundly slowed heart rate, emergency therapy for the Addisonian dog 
may be necessary including intravenous fluid therapy, cortisone injections, and treatment for  
circulatory shock. 
 
Long-term treatment for Addison’s disease involves life-long hormone replacement therapy and, in 
some cases, sodium supplementation- table salt added to the dog’s diet. Cortisol supplementation 
(prednisone is the drug most commonly used) is initiated and is ultimately weaned down to a  
physiologic dose or discontinued. Whether or not it is discontinued depends upon the aldosterone 
replacement therapy selected. A physiologic dose is intended to imitate the amount of cortisol  
normally released by the adrenal glands. If it is known that an Addisonian dog will be experiencing 
some version of stress, the dose of cortisone is increased accordingly. 
 
Aldosterone replacement is achieved one of two ways. An injectable drug known as DOCP 
(desoxycorticosterone pivalate- how’s that for a mouthful!) can be administered via an injection  
under the skin approximately once every 25 days. Most veterinarians are willing to teach their clients 
how to administer this drug at home. Another injectable option is a brand new drug called Zycortal. 
An orally administered daily medication called Florinef can also be used for aldosterone replacement 
therapy. 
 
Unfortunately, these drugs can be pretty darned pricey. Given that they are dosed based on the 
dog’s body weight (large breed dogs are more commonly affected) and that dogs with Addison’s  
disease must receive life-long medication and blood test monitoring, the cost of treatment can be 
enormous. 
 
Prognosis 
 
Well-managed Addisonian dogs are expected to have a normal life expectancy and an excellent 
quality of life. The keys to success are affordability and conscientious life-long treatment and  
monitoring. 
  
Sources of support 
 
Not all veterinarians have vast experience recognizing and/or treating dogs with Addison’s disease. 
Additionally, successful treatment requires considerable finesse based on lots of experience with this 
disease. Consider getting help from a veterinarian who specializes in internal medicine and who  
likely has dozens of Addisonian patients under his or her belt. 
 
An excellent, long-running, online source of support is the forum called AddisonDogs. The site is well 
moderated and provides a wealth of information for those in the position of caring for an Addisonian 
dog. 
 
Have you ever managed a dog with Addison’s disease? If so, what was your experience like? 
If you would like to respond publicly, please visit: http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=5141. 

 
Best wishes, 
Dr. Nancy Kay 
 
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine 
Author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life 
Author of Your Dog's Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect From Your Vet 
Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion Animal Veterinarian of the Year Award 
Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal Welfare and Humane Ethics Award 
Recipient, Dog Writers Association of America Award for Best Blog 
Recipient, Eukanuba Canine Health Award 
Recipient, AKC Club Publication Excellence Award 

http://www.acvim.org/
http://www.addisondogs.com/support
http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=5141
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What New Rattitude is About 

Meet Leia– She is a 10 year old girl, weighs 21 pounds 
and she is available.  She is currently in Georgia.   Leia 
represents one of the many faces that New Rattitude  
rescues and rehomes each year. 
 
We are seeking adoptive homes. You can view our  

available dogs, see several photos and read their full bio 

at:  http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm.   All New  

Rattitude dogs are neutered/spayed, wormed, checked 

for heartworm and on preventative, up to date on  

vaccinations,  and microchipped.  Adoption fee is $175 for 

adult dogs and  $225 for puppies under six months of 

age. 

 

All adoption fees go toward rescue and care of Rat  

Terriers in need. 

 

New Rattitude has many opportunities available to those 

who are able to volunteer a little or a lot of their time and 

energies. We would love to have you join us Simply  

submit a member application found on our site. 

We have a great retail store where you can purchase dog 

toys for less and the money supports the dogs in need.  

New Rattitude is a national, all-volunteer organization that 

rescues and rehomes Rat Terriers and Rat Terrier mixes. 

We are a tax-exempt, non-profit 501(c)3 charitable      

corporation. We were incorporated August 4, 2008, and 

are licensed by the Georgia Department of Agriculture. 

 

 

http://www.newrattitude.org 

http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm
http://www.newrattitude.org
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Tramadol for Dogs: Uses and Side 
Effects 

 

Anna Burke   

WHAT IS TRAMADOL?  
 
Tramadol  is  a  medicat ion veter inar ians commonly d ispense to  manage pa in  in  
dogs.  Phys ic ians  a lso f requent ly p rescr ibe t ramadol  for  human aches and pa ins,  
and i t  is  one of  the few human pa ink i l le rs  that  is  safe  to  g ive to  dogs under the 
gu idance of  a  vete r inar ian.  

Scient i f ica l ly speaking,  t ramadol  is  a  member of  the op io id  fami ly,  which means 
i t  a l ters  the t ransmiss ion and percept ion o f  pa in  in  humans and an imals.  In   

addi t ion,  t ramadol  inh ib i ts  the reuptake of  norep inephr ine and seroton in  in  the 
dog's  b ra in ,  wh ich  increases the leve l  o f  these chemica ls  in  the b loodst ream, 
and creates that  fee l ing o f  euphor ia  and we l l -being that  human pat ients  

somet imes exper ience.  

What Is Tramadol Used for in Veterinary Medicine?  

Like most  op io ids,  t ramadol  is  used to  t reat  pa in .  The Merck  Veter inary  
Manual   recommends us ing t ramadol  to  t reat  “acute and chron ic  pa in  o f   
moderate  to  severe in tens i ty, ”  which  cou ld  mean anyth ing f rom help ing your dog 
recover f rom surgery or  as a  way to  he lp  manage the pa in  associa ted wi th   
osteoarthr i t is  when taken wi th  o ther  medicat ions.  
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Your vete r inar ian might  prescr ibe t ramadol  i f  your  dog has any o f  the fo l lowing 
causes of  pa in :  

  Osteoarthr i t is  

  Nonsurgica l  in te rver tebra l  d isc d isease  

  Cancer  

  Lameness  

  Post -operat ive pa in  

  Genera l  pa in  f rom an in jury o r  another  condi t ion  
 
Other uses inc ludes t reat ing:  

  Anxie ty  

  Coughing  

  Canine degenerat ive myelopathy (progress ive d isease  of  the sp ina l  cord)  
 
Tramadol  does not  have the ant i - in f lammatory propert ies associa ted wi th  non-
stero ida l  ant i - in f lammatory drugs (NSAIDs).  I t  does no t  t reat  the under ly ing 
cause of  the pa in .  Instead,  i t  a l ters  the way the body perce ives pa in ,  g iv ing the 
pat ient  some re l ie f .  As a  resu l t ,  i t  i s  o f ten used in  conjunct ion wi th  another  drug,  
such as the NSAID carprofen (Rimadyl ) ,  o r  as an addi t iona l  pa in  management  
s t ra tegy for  chron ic  condi t ions.  

Side Effects of Tramadol in Dogs 

Like most  medicat ions,  t ramadol  has  s ide e f fects .  Most  dogs to le ra te  t ramadol  
we l l ,  as  long as the dosage inst ruct ions are fo l lowed proper ly,  but  there are a  
few adverse react ions you should  be  aware o f .  

Vomit ing  

  Nausea  

  Loss of  appet i te  
 
Const ipat ion  
 
Diar rhea  
 

  Drowsiness  

  Anxie ty  

  Dizz iness  

  Tremors  
 
These reactions range in severity, but play it safe and call your veterinarian if your dog experiences 
any of these tramadol side effects.  
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Overdose of Tramadol In Dogs 

Adverse react ions  aren ' t  the on ly th ing owners need to  worry  about  when i t  
comes to  medicat ions.  Overdoses happen.  Somet imes dogs get  in to  th ings that  
they should  not ,  l i ke  medicat ion,  or  we l l -meaning pet  s i t ters  or  fami ly members 
acc identa l ly  g ive dogs a h igher dose than prescr ibed.  These react ions are  
ser ious.  Here are the symptoms of  a t ramadol  overdose that  you need to  be 
aware o f :  

 
  Respira to ry depress ion  

  Lethargy  

  Vomit ing  

  Decreased heart  ra te  

  Tremors  

  Sleepiness  
  Seizures  
  Excessive d roo l ing  

  Sedat ion  

  Agi ta t ion  

  Di la ted pupi ls  

  Ataxia  (uncontro l lab le  movement)  

  Loss of  consciousness  

  Coma  

 
I f  you not ice any of these symptoms, stop giving t ramadol and cal l  your 
veter inar ian immediately.   

Tramadol Dosage for Dogs 

Tramadol  requ i res  a  prescr ip t ion and is  a  c lass 4  cont ro l led substance.  The on ly 
way to  get  t ramadol  for  your  dog is  a  prescr ip t ion f rom your vete r inar ian.  As 
tempt ing as i t  might  be to  pop your dog a p i l l  f rom a human t ramadol   
prescr ip t ion,  remember that  dosages for  dogs d i f fer  great ly f rom those for   
humans,  and giv ing your dog t ramadol  outs ide o f  the gu idance of  a  veter inar ian 
cou ld  resu l t  in  a  t ramadol  overdose.  

http://www.akc.org/content/health/articles/seizures-in-dogs/
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Owners should  never a t tempt  to  ca lcu la te  the dosage of  t ramadol  for  the i r  dogs 
wi thout  a  veter inar ian.  Veter inar ians ca lcu la te  t ramadol  dosages based on 
we ight ,  but  they a lso take in to  considerat ion o ther  components of  your  dog’s  
hea l th ,  such as pre -exis t ing condi t ions and l i ver  va lues,  and the cause of  the 
pa in  i tse l f .  The dosage for  chron ic  pa in ,  for  instance,  might  be d i f ferent  f rom the 
dosage used to  t reat  acute pa in .  
Ask your vete r inar ian i f  t ramadol  is  r ight  for  your  dog,  i f  your  dog meets the  
fo l lowing cr i ter ia :  
 
  Dogs tak ing monoamine oxidase inh ib i tors  (MAQIs) ,  l i ke  the drug se legi l ine,  

used to  t reat  can ine cogni t i ve  dysfunct ion and p i tu i tary dependent   
  hyperaperadrenocort ic ism (Cushing’s  Disease)  
  Dogs tak ing se lect ive seroton in  reup take inh ib i to rs  (SSRIs) ,  l i ke  f luoxet ine,  

ser t ra l ine,  paroxet ine,  and f luvoxamine  

  Dogs wi th  a  h is tory o f  recent  se izures  

  Pregnant  or  nurs ing dogs  

  Dogs wi th  l i ve r  or  k idney d isease  
 
Tramadol  can he lp  manage your dog 's  pa in  leve ls  and improve h is  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe .  
Now that  you know a l i t t le  more about  t ramadol  for  dogs,  don ' t  hes i ta te  to  br ing 
up any quest ions or  concerns you st i l l  have wi th  your vete r inar ian.   

What Dogs Should Not Take Tramadol? 

 
Most  drugs have counter - ind icat ions ,  drug in teract ions ,  and safe ty rest r ic t ions.  
Whi le  t ramadol  is  re la t ive ly safe ,  there are some except ions.  
Tramadol ’s  e f fects  on seroton in  uptake means that  some dogs should  avo id   
t ramadol  un less a  vete r inar ian s ta tes o therwise,  as i t  can resu l t  in  drug  
in teract ions.  Tramadol  can a lso pass f rom a mother to  her  pups,  and there have 
been instances of  t ramadol  increas ing se izure act iv i t y  in  dogs wi th  pre -exis t ing 
condi t ions.  
 
Repr in ted wi th  permiss ion:  
ht tp : / /www.akc.org/content /hea l th /a r t ic les/ t ramadol - for -dogs/  

http://www.akc.org/content/health/articles/tramadol-for-dogs/
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Fast Cat is a Coursing ability test and is available to all breeds.  FastCAT is a 100 yard 

sprint.  Regular lure coursing is only for Sight Hounds. 
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We would LOVE to share your story about how you first became hooked on Rat Terriers.  Many of us re-
member them from our childhood so many years ago and they have been a part of our life since.  Others 
came more recently to the breed for a variety of reasons.  And, some of us remember them from child-
hood and are only more recently bringing them into our homes for a variety of reasons.  What is your 

story?  We can help you edit your story if you need the assistance.  We’d like something 1-2 pages with 
photos, but certainly are willing to go extra space if you  have a particularly good story to tell.   

 

Please contact us at midatlanticrtc@cox.net so that you might be part of an upcoming issue. 

mailto:midatlanticrtc@cox.net
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As an IRS 501c3 non-profit organization, MARTC has partnered with Amazon Smile. Members as well as family and friends 

may  support the club  by signing into Amazon through smile.amazon.com and selecting Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club as 

their non-profit  designation. Make purchases on Amazon via the smile.amazon.com link and Amazon will give a  

percentage of the proceeds to the club. Amazon customers are not charged for this. It's Amazon's way to support          

non-profits. So, we hope that you will consider choosing MARTC as your designated non-profit to support.  

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Please send your oldies 

but goodies to us for the 

next issue. 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2017 ~ Page 44 

 

The Art of  Amanda Hall  

“YowYowtails”  

The “eyes” say it ALL 

CHECK OUT 

Amanda’s  

Facebook art 

page: 

www.facebook.com/

Yowyowtails 

And Bogart’s 

blog at: https://

www.facebook.com/

RosethornTerriers 

http://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
http://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
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This page is reserved as a memorial for the special 

dogs that we lose.  If you have had a loss and would 

like your dog honored here, please contact us. 
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Are you an exhibitor in conformation or any performance event who 

would like to share your story about the experience of competing with 

your dogs?  We can help you polish up what you write and look forward to 

sharing photos of you and your dogs.  To share your experiences please  

contact midatlanticrtc@cox.net 

mailto:midatlanticrtc@cox.net
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We hope that you have enjoyed reading our newsletters and are finding them helpful, enjoyable, and worthy 

of archiving on your computer for future reference.   

Please consider joining our MARTC family and developing friendships with people who share a common    

interest in the Rat Terrier breed at all levels and becoming a part of the work to continue to help the breed 

grow and prosper within AKC rules and guidelines.    

While MARTC is not an AKC affiliated club at this time, it is the hope and future goal to become an AKC      

Specialty Club.  As has been mentioned previously in this newsletter, you can become a member and not live 

in the Mid-Atlantic region.  How exciting it is to anticipate the growth of a club with the goals of benefitting 

the breed, educating the public, and developing friendships all across the country!!  

We welcome people who participate in conformation, agility, barn hunt, lure coursing, rally, obedience and 

any other venues with this delightful breed.  More importantly, we welcome people who have the pets that 

never compete in any venue because, for all of us, our dogs are pets first and the rest is frosting on top.  

Old and new members will be welcomed and appreciated.  Let’s set the goal together of developing an   

awesome platform from which to promote our breed!!!    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midatlanticratterrierclub/ 
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Don’t forget to send us your fun 

photos to include in future issues 

of our newsletter. 
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The End 

. . . . . 

See you next issue!! 

If you would like to see your favorite 

“end” here send us the photo to consider 

for future issues of the newsletter. 

Thank you … Thank you!!!  To our many contributors who help make our     

newsletter a success.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated and valued. 


