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Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 
 

2016 Issue 2 

In April, the club decided we really wanted to focus on getting some 
amazing quality educational breed images made. Having high quality    
illustrations created is not inexpensive, but we felt that it was       
something very important to help provide better education about our 
breed. As part of the goal, we reached out to Deb Harpur who helped us       
organize an online Facebook auction.  
 
Deb is not a current member of our club but that just shows what a 
wonderful person she is to have helped us achieve our goal. Deb, we 
know you love the breed and would do anything to help your friends! 
You’re very special to us and we appreciate all the time you gave!  
 
The Auction was a lot of fun and we want to thank everyone who       
participated by donating items to the auction as well as those who bid 
on items to win. There was a lot of work done behind the scenes and we 
really want to express how thankful we are for Deb’s involvement and 
help with this fundraiser! She devoted a lot of time, effort and gave 
donations that helped us and we appreciate it very much.  
 
I am very pleased to announce that the fundraiser was a great success! 
We learned a lot from this fundraiser as well and hope to be able to 
host another event in the future. For now we are very happy to say we 
raised enough funds to have the full educational project done.  In      
addition, we raised additional funds that we plan to put towards some 
other educational goals we have had including the membership packets, 
breed pamphlets, etc.  
 
As I write this, we are at least halfway through the educational project 
and cannot wait to post it for everyone to see. Just so you know, you 
don’t need to live in the Mid-Atlantic region to be a valuable member of 
our club, please reach out to us on Facebook or e-mail us if you would 
like to get involved!   
 
Respectfully, 
Jackie Maye 
Secretary 
Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club  
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This ‘n That ... 

Introducing your Newsletter Collaboration Team ... 

 

Sandra Ball ~ Arizona 

Kerry Maguire Cox ~ Maryland 

Cory Downey Hart ~ Washington 

Tricia McCree ~ Maryland 

Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Pennsylvania 

Marcy Stewart ~ Nebraska 

Mandy Truitt ~ Pennsylvania 

 
Contact email:  MidAtlanticrtc@cox.net or  midatlanticterrier@yahoo.com 

Did you know ... you do not have to live in the Mid-Atlantic region to be a voting member of the club.  
 
By joining you will find a supportive group of like minded friends who have Rat Terriers and who participate at a  
variety of events with their dogs. You don't even have to participate in any venue to join and still find support from 
those who love the breed. All you need is to love the Rat Terrier breed. Finding sponsors is pretty easy, just ask and 
someone will step up. The application is at the back of this newsletter to make it easy for you and you can pay dues 
via PayPal or snail mail.  
 
Right now our club newsletter is made public, but at some point that will probably not be the case. We welcome  
contributions in the form of brags about your dog successes in any event (AKC only for conformation), love photos of 
your dog just being a Rattie, and if you have ideas for something you'd like to see in the newsletter please let us know.  
Email any newsletter contributions directly to Sandra at midatlanticrtc@cox.net OR you can send to the club email 
at midatlanticratterrier@yahoo.com. 

We are continually looking for photos, articles, 
and news to include in a future   newsletter.  

Please send us anything that you think might be 
of interest.  Providing us with URL links for  

potential items is welcome too.  We LOVE photos 
of the Rat Terrier doing those things that they 
were bred to do, plus any of them doing the  

various performance events (Lure coursing, Barn 
Hunt, rally or  obedience, agility, and on and on).  
Help us make this newsletter something that you 

look forward to and want to keep. 

Board of  Directors 
 

Amy Miskiewicz ~ President 
Tricia McCree  ~ Vice-President 
Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Secretary 
Judith Babarsky ~ Treasurer 
 
 

©Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 
501(c)3 tax-exempt organization 

2016 
Printed in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.  

 
Contact: 

MidAtlanticRatTerrier@yahoo.com 
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Treasurers Report 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT JUNE 10, 2016 

 

The biggest news for this newsletter is the HUGE success of our online auction! A BIG thanks to Deb 
Harpur for organizing this event and for all who helped her (especially Sandra Ball, Jackie Maye Olsen and 
Stacy McWilliams) as well as those who donated and/or purchased items. The auction netted the Club  
approximately just under $1,950. These monies will be used to fund our educational projects (a              
requirement to keep our tax-exempt status) for 2016. To this end the Club has engaged Molly Yang of Dog 
Works (an amazing artist!) to depict in drawings the Rat Terrier as he conforms to the breed standard. We 
also have developed two pamphlets that will be part of the member packets and used at shows for breed 
education.  We continue to look for ways and venues in which to disseminate our Rat Terrier Color Chart 
(our educational project for 2015). 

The Club also continues to receive money donations from generous benefactors to help fund our various 
projects. In addition to these direct donations, an easy way to support the Club is to make your Amazon 
purchases through www.smile.amazon.com. Choose to support Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club and it costs 
you nothing – Amazon will donate .01% of your purchase to our Club as we are an eligible non-profit     
corporation. We have received $27.02 from this effort for the first part of 2016 – not a lot of money, but    
certainly a help for no real effort on our part. If you have any questions, please contact a Board member 
to explain the process.  
 
Remember that as a 501c3 tax exempt corporation effective August 26, 2015 your donations to the Club 
are tax deductible on your tax return! Contact the Treasurer if you need documentation for this purpose.  

We continue to work on consistency in tracking membership applications and renewals as well as           
finalizing plans for a member package (no … we haven’t forgotten about that!) – I believe that Jackie     
addresses this issue in the newsletter. It’s never too late to get your membership renewals in! The         
application is available on the Facebook page and payment can be made through PayPal or via check. 
We’re still working on making it possible to accept credit card payments. 

The current TOTAL balance as of May 31, 2016 in both the PNC Bank Account and the Club PayPal Account 
is $2,584.89, broken down as $958.98 in the bank and $1,625.91 in PayPal. The Treasurer’s Reports for  
December 2015 through May 2016 will be up on the Member’s Facebook Page soon.  

As always, I want to thank everyone for ALL that you do, both large and small, to promote our club and 
our efforts to make it the BEST club for Rat Terrier lovers.  

Judith R. Babarsky 
Treasurer 

http://www.smile.amazon.com
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CH Skippin CJ I Ain’t Know Fool aka Cowboy.  Cowboy is Renee’s best squirrel dog. 

Photo by Rene Morgan 
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Primary Lens Luxation (PLL) 
By Sandra Ball and Stacy McWilliams 

 
Whether we like it or not, PLL exists in the Rat Terrier Dog breed.  Fortunately, to date, quite a few Rat      
Terriers have been tested and recorded in the OFA database.  Of those, we are seeing carrier, clear and 
affected (at risk) recorded in the database statistics at this time.  It is nearly certain, if we have carriers that 
have already been detected; we have more dogs carrying both genes that are not reported in the database 
via proactive testing.  Shown below are OFA database results as of December 31, 2015 for all tests done by 
the University of Missouri through the OFA.   

The question which many might ask is why should it matter?  It is just another genetic test that we have  
available for our beloved breed.  While that is true, PLL is the most serious of the current eye issues for which 
we actually have a genetic test available.  The information provided by this test can help prevent breeding’s 
which produce offspring at risk for primary lens luxation.    PLL could also be considered a breed set back.   
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Here are the OFA recorded results from 2009 – 2015:  

Report Year Cases Normal % Normal Carrier % Carrier At Risk % At Risk 

2009 52 32 61.5 18 34.6 2 3.9 

2010 434 275 63.4 142 32.7 17 3.9 

2011 224 140 62.5 77 34.4 7 3.1 

2012 143 85 59.4 54 37.8 4 2.8 

2013 154 91 59.1 63 40.9 0 0 

2014 146 92 63.0 3 2.1 51 34.9 

2015 103 75 72.8 1 1.0 27 26.2 

Totals 1256 790 62.9 358 34.4 108 2.7 

What is PLL?   

I first heard about PLL in reference to the Bull Terrier breed and then learned that there were other breeds 
also carrying the genes for it including the Rat Terrier.  PLL is a potentially very painful condition that requires 
immediate veterinary intervention.  It is inherited as a simple recessive trait, so a dog needs to possess two 
copies of the mutated gene before they will show the disease.  The average age for a dog to luxate is 4-8 
years of age, although some do not do so until later.   Results can be clear, carrier, and affected (at risk).     
Inheritance calculations are explained below: 
 

TT - means that the chromosomes that carry the alleles for a certain characteristic both have a     
dominant gene.  
Tt - means that one of the chromosomes of a pair has a dominant gene while the other has a           
recessive gene for the certain characteristic.  
tt - means that the chromosomes that carry the alleles for a certain characteristic both have a          
recessive gene. 

 
Cross a homozygous dominant “Clear” Rat Terrier (TT) with a homozygous recessive “At Risk” Rat Terrier (tt).  

 t t 

T Tt Tt 

T Tt Tt 

*Editor’s Note: statistic totals have been adjusted to reflect a correction of numbers listed by OFA so that the totals reflect cases listed in each category for each year  Bottom totals agree 
with OFA.  These stats represent RECORDED genetic tests beyond only those done by the University of Missouri.  Personal calculation of   carrier gives 28.5 and   at risk gives 8.6 results. 

Primary Lens Luxation, Cont. 
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One dominant gene from the phenotypically (physical characteristic) Clear Rat Terrier (TT) is crossed with one 
recessive gene from the phenotypically At Risk (tt) to produce puppies with the genotype of Tt.  It shows that 
100  of the offspring of the cross between TT and tt will be “Carriers” and Tt will be their genotype.  
 
    If two “carrier” Tt Rat Terriers were to be crossed:  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approximately:  
    25  of the offspring will have the genotype of TT.  Clear 
    50  of the offspring will have the genotype of Tt.  Carriers 
    25  of the offspring will have the genotype of tt.  At Risk 
 
  
The pain could be described as being migraine-like if the lens luxates in the wrong direction because of the 
resulting glaucoma: 
 

How does Glaucoma affect the eye? 
• Pain. Increased intraocular pressure (IOP) is painful. Dogs, cats, and humans 
have normal IOPs between 10 and 20 mmHg. Glaucoma often results in pressures 
of 20–28 mmHg in humans, but pressures of 30 mmHg and higher (often higher 
than 50 mmHg!) are common in dogs and cats. For this reason, glaucoma in pets 
is usually much more painful than glaucoma in humans. The pain persists in the 
form of a constant headache or migraine. Animals show pain in different ways than 
humans do–in ways that are often not noted by the owner. Pain from glaucoma is 
usually not obvious to most owners–it can result in decreased activity, less desire 
to play, irritability, and/or decreased appetite–but is often not apparent at all to the 
owner. There is usually no squinting nor rubbing of the eye... Your pet will not let 
you know that they have a headache and that their eye is uncomfortable. 

 
I have obtained permission from Dr. Michael Zigler, DVM to use the information below from his website, 
www.eyevet.ca/luxlens.html and it is my hope that it will help improve the understanding about PLL and   
encourage more active genetic testing so we can eradicate this as much as possible from our wonderful Rat 
Terriers.  I also obtained permission from Dr. Glenn A Severin, DVM to use the graphic that he created for his 
book Severin’s Veterinary Ophthalmology Notes.  I am grateful to both for their willingness to share their 
work. 

 T t 

T TT Tt 

t Tt tt 

Primary Lens Luxation, Cont. 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2016 ~ Page 8 

 

What happens when the lens luxates? 
 

An anteriorly luxated lens is extremely serious, because it blocks the flow of the aqueous fluid in the eye. This 
often results in the acute onset of glaucoma. We often use the term pupillary block glaucoma since the      
luxated lens itself and some displaced vitreous obstructs the flow of aqueous through the pupil. There are, 
however, other causes of pupillary block glaucoma. In dogs, it is generally accepted that within 72 hours, the 
elevated pressure in the eye will cause irreversible damage to the optic nerve and retina.  In addition, the  
anteriorly luxated lens may cause corneal damage by injuring the endothelial layer of cells which help keep 
the cornea clear. Corneal edema of varying severity may be the result. 
 
A posteriorly luxated lens can also cause glaucoma since the vitreous is displaced forward and can block the 
drainage angle. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Normal lens position 
Anterior luxation forcing the iris forward.  This results in a very shallow anterior chamber 
Lens is partially through the pupil.  If the lens touches the cornea, edema of the cornea will 

result 
Complete anterior luxation.  The anterior chamber is very deep as it contains the whole lens.  

Pupillary block is present. 

 
Treatment 
 

The first step in planning treatment for a dog or cat with a lens luxation is a careful assessment of the        
prospect for vision in the eye. If the lens luxation is longstanding and if there is glaucoma greater than 72 
hours in duration, or if there is hemorrhage in the eye the chances of saving vision is reduced. If the lens    
luxation is recent, and if the glaucoma is not severe, and the retina and optic disc still look healthy, then there 
may be a reasonable chance of saving vision with surgery. In this case the surgery done is called an              
intracapsular lens extraction where the lens is removed with its capsule or covering intact. This requires a 
larger incision into the eye than traditional cataract surgery, and since the lens capsule is being removed, it is 
difficult, but not impossible, to replace the lens with an artificial lens (IOL). In many cases, it is also necessary 
to remove some of the vitreous which has also herniated forward. This is called a vitrectomy. 
 
In some cases the patient is presented with the lens subluxated (partially luxated). If there is no pupillary 
block or glaucoma present, then medications may be used in an effort to keep the pressure low, and to keep 
the pupil relatively constricted to reduce the chance of anterior luxation. In some cases, where mild or       
intermittent glaucoma is present, laser surgery may help stabilize the intraocular pressure. Frequent              
re-examinations are required as the situation may change to true luxation in some cases.  

Primary Lens Luxation, Cont. 
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If the eye has been blinded as a result of the glaucoma caused by the lens luxation, then emergency lens   
removal surgery will not benefit the situation. If the eye is painful, something must be done to relieve the 
pain. The two main solutions (also discussed on the glaucoma page), are enucleation (removal) of the eye, or 
an intrascleral prosthesis procedure where the contents of the eye are removed and replaced with a silicon 
ball, in many cases resulting in a comfortable blind eye with a very reasonable cosmetic appearance. 
 
 

What about the other eye? 
 
Examination of the fellow eye, especially in the terrier breeds predisposed to lens luxation may reveal a 
looseness or wobble to the lens as the head moves. This is due to weakness in the zonular ligaments and in 
such a case future luxation is likely. In these cases, preventative lens removal may be best, in an effort to  
prevent a crisis. Medical management by an observant owner is also an option, but should lens luxation     
occur, emergency surgery will be required. 
 

****** 
 
The test is a simple swab test and can be ordered from www.offa.org for $65.00 per dog and returned to the 
University of Missouri for analysis.  There is a list of several laboratories that OFA accepts PLL test results 
from on the OFA site.  OFA requires a $15 with their form to record in the database, if you submit 5 or more 
test results for recording the fee is $7.50.   www.offa.org 

SOURCES 
 
University of Missouri, College of Veterinary Medicine, Gary Johnson, DVM and Elizabeth A. Giuliano, DVM,  
 
Project Coordinator Liz Hansen, http://www.caninegeneticdiseases.net/GLX/mainGLX.htm, October 15, 2009. 
 
Animal Eye Care, LLC., Glaucoma, 2013, http://www.animaleyecare.net/diseases/glaucoma.htm 
 

Eyevet.info, Zigler Veterinary Professional Corporation, Dr. Michael Zigler D.V.M., Cert. V. Ophthal, with significant  

contributions by Dr. Dennis Hacker, Dr. Julie Gionfriddo and Dr. James Schoster.  2006, www.eyevet.ca  

COMING NEXT ISSUE!! 

Jackie Maye will discuss the various options open to someone who owns a dog that has tested affected 

(possesses both genes) by virtue of the genetic testing or diagnosed with PLL. 

Primary Lens Luxation, Cont. 

http://www.offa.org
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OFA'S POLICY ON DNA CLEAR BY PARENTAGE  

 
As a greater number of DNA based disease tests become available, a policy regarding the clearing 
of offspring out of DNA tested parents has become necessary. 

For direct mutant gene tests only, the OFA will issue clearances to untested offspring, if the sire and 
dam have both been DNA tested “clear,” if the sire and dam’s DNA disease test results have been 
OFA registered, and if all three (sire/dam/offspring) have been DNA identity profiled and parentage 
verified. The DNA profile paperwork must be submitted along with a completed OFA DNA-based  
disease test application. The resulting OFA certification will have a suffix of “CBP” (clear by          
parentage), indicating that the dog itself was not tested and that the clearance was based on the sire 
and dam’s test results, and known science at the time. Because of the possibility of new mutations 
or as of yet undiscovered gene mutations, only first generation offspring will be cleared. 

For linkage or marker based tests where a margin of error including both false positives and        
negatives exists, the OFA will not issue any clearances to untested dogs. 

DNA based disease screening is an evolving area. This policy is subject to change by action of the 
OFA Board of Directors as technology and science advance.  
 
 

CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER (CHIC)  
 
Do test results have to be normal? 

 
No, CHIC is not about normalcy. CHIC is meant to encourage health testing and sharing of all      
results, normal and abnormal, so that more informed breeding decisions can be made in an overall  
effort to reduce the incidence of genetic disease and improve canine health.  Submission must be 
placed in the open database for sharing of normal and abnormal results. 
 
Editor note:  The CHIC number and symbol are used to reflect those dogs  that have breeders      
actively pursuing  genetic testing on their breeding stock and have completed at least all of the     
required tests for that breed.  Given the debilitating effect of PLL, it is hoped that both National breed 
clubs (UKC and AKC) will soon add the PLL test to the requirement and discontinue the optional test 
option for the CHIC number.   
 

http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/ 
 

 

OFA DATA BASE STATS  
 

Editor note:  I inquired about the statistics that are recorded in the OFA Data Base and was told “All 
results (normal and abnormal) are included in the stats.”  This reflects whether they have been made 
public or not by the pet owner because statistics are anonymous and just a reflection of the breed as 
a whole.  Of course, the statistics will NOT reflect all the dogs that have been tested for the PLL 
gene if they were not tested by the University of Missouri lab.  The MU lab is the only one that is            
automatically recorded in the database at the time of test.  Other testing lab results must be        
submitted with the proper form and fee to OFA for recording and to help make the statistics more 
reflective of the breed as a whole.   

www.offa.org 

Primary Lens Luxation, Cont. 
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https://janedogs.com/dog-anatomy-terminology/
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Reprinted with Permission 

 

Nancy Kay, DVM 

Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine 

Author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, 
Longer Life 

Author of Your Dog's Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect From Your Vet 

Website: http://www.speakingforspot.com 

Spot’s Blog: http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog 

Email: dr.kay@speakingforspot.com 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/speakingforspot 

Hearing Loss, Cont. 
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The very FIRST Rat Terrier National Specialty will be held this coming December 16th in conjunction with 

Eukanuba and is supported by the AKC breed club, Rat Terrier Club of America.   Let’s make this historical 

marker for the breed one huge exhibition of our wonderful breed!!! 
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IF YOU ARE HAPPY AND YOU 

KNOW IT ... 
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Drum Roll!! 

IrishGlyn’s Kodak Moment aka “Kodak” earned the 
Champion title (RATCH) in Barn Hunt on March 19, 

2016 at the Valley Dog Sports in Newburg, OR.     
Kodak is owned by Tara Sparlin.  Kodak joins a 

small handful of other Rat Terriers to have earned 
this  title. 

 
~ Oregon ~ 

GCH CH River Ridge's Level Of Intrigue - "Hunter", 
He received his NJP title in agility on March 20th, 

at the Danville Kennel Club agility trial in        
Chatham, VA.   He also earned his NAJ title at the 

Star City Canine Training Club in Salem, VA on         
April 17. 

Owned by Stacy Zimmerman 
 

~ Virginia ~ 

Hurricane Deck’s Tennessee Sippin’ Whiskey aka 
“JD” earned his Tracking Dog title (TD) on March 13 

at the Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of the Rockies 
event in Littleton, CO.  JD was 6 months old.  

Owned and handled by Randi Garske. 
 

~ Colorado ~ 
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Congratulations!! 

River Ridge In Kase U Didn’t C Me aka “Kasey”  
was Best of Winners at the Delaware County KC 
show on March 12.  Handled  by Louise Schroll.  
Owned by Louise Schroll and Stacy McWilliams. 

 
~ Pennsylvania ~ 

Cal Val Lily Luna of Sugarloaf aka “Luna” was Best 

of Breed for two 3 point majors at the Del Sur 

Kennel Club show on March 19-20 under Judges 

Richard Powell and Lydia Coleman Hutchinson.  

She was Best of Winners and Best Opposite for a 3 

point major at the Antelope Valley Kennel Club 

show under Judge Robert E Hutton. Owned and 

handled by Barbara Lancaster-Jordan and Donald 

W Jordan. 

~ California ~ 

Comet earned his RATN title and two firsts at   Bella 

Vista in Lewisberry, PA on April 24.  He is owned 

and handled by Anita Butler. 

 

~ Pennsylvania ~ 
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FANTASTIC!!! 

IrishGlyn’s Kodak Moment aka “Kodak” earned 
his NW3 title and earned Pronounced on April 3 
in Centralia, WA.  He also earned third place in 
vehicles, first place in interiors, and first place 
overall.  He is the third rat terrier to earn the 

Level 3 title.  He is owned and handled by Tara 
Sparlin. 

 
~ Oregon ~ 

River Ridge’s Devilish Lass aka “Tara” earned her 
CGC and CGCA on April 17 at the age of 6 months.  

Owned/handled by Karen McNally  
 

River Ridge’s Made in America aka “Luke” earned 
his CGCA on April 17 at the age of 21 months.   

Owner/handled by David McNally 
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Littermates Finish Their 

Champion at 8 months!! 

Indigo IGO Pistol Pack’n Baby SGK aka “Caras”  
completed her Champion title with back to back 

Best of Winners for majors at the Northern        
California Terrier Association show in April under 
Judges Edd E Bivin and Randy Garrin AND Best of 

Breed at the Mt. Baker Kennel Club show in 
Lynden, WA.  Handled by Dixie Rae Sick.  Owned 

by Jennifer Ferguson. 
 

~ Idaho ~ 

CH Indigo IGO He’s All Evans aka “Evans” earned 
his Champion title in a single weekend (May 20-

23) at the Mt. Baker Kennel Club show in Lynden, 
WA with three 5 point Best of Breed majors.   

 
Owned by Jennifer Ferguson 

 
~ Idaho ~ 
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STUPENDOUS!!! 

CH River Ridge’s Give em Somethin’ 2 Talk About 
aka “Jaxson” was Best of Breed  on Friday, April 22 

at the Columbia Terrier Association of Maryland 
show for a 3 point major towards his Grand   

Champion title.  Handled, and Adored by Jackie 
Maye.  Owned by Jackie Maye, Beth Szczygiel and 

Stacy McWilliams. 
 

~ Pennsylvania ~  

‘PR’ Rnb’s Shootout @ Blkwd Corral Aka “Bang” 
was awarded Best of Winners and Best of Breed 

for a 3 point major at the April 30th Lake Mathews 
Kennel Club show, Prado Regional Park under 

Judge Mrs Julie Felton. She was also awarded an 
Owner Handler Group One.  She earned a 3 point 
major at the San Fernando Kennel Club show on 
May 28 under Judge Mrs. Carolyn A. Herbel and 
another 3 point major at the San Gabriel Valley 

Kennel Club show on May 29 under Judge John P 
Wade.  Owned by Jackie Ader. 

 
~ California ~ 

Raynie completed her Beginner Novice B title on 
May 2nd at the Seward Kennel Club in  Seward, 

NE.  Raynie earned impressive scores:  At the 
Bellevue Dog Obedience Club on April 2-3 Second 
with a score of 197 & Third with score of 194.   At 
the Seward Kennel Club show on April 30-May1 

Second with a score of 195.5 & First with a score of 
191.5.  

Owned and Trained by Marcy Stewart 
~ Nebraska ~ 
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What New Rattitude is About 

Meet Pauly– Handsome Pauly with his 11 years of       

experience is more than qualified for the job! At 29 lbs., 

Pauly is a supersized cuddler with possibly some Decker 

Rat Terrier in his breeding. He is completely house 

trained and crate trained and is accustomed to staying in 

his crate during the day when no one is home.  

 
We are seeking adoptive homes. You can view our  

available dogs, see several photos and read their full bio 

at:  http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm.   All New  

Rattitude dogs are neutered/spayed, wormed, checked 

for heartworm and on preventative, up to date on  

vaccinations,  and microchipped.  Adoption fee is $175 for 

adult dogs and  $225 for puppies under six months of 

age. 

 

All adoption fees go toward rescue and care of Rat  

Terriers in need. 

 

New Rattitude has many opportunities available to those 

who are able to volunteer a little or a lot of their time and 

energies. We would love to have you join us Simply  

submit a member application found on our site. 

We have a great retail store where you can purchase dog 

toys for less and the money supports the dogs in need.  

New Rattitude is a national, all-volunteer organization that 

rescues and rehomes Rat Terriers and Rat Terrier mixes. 

We are a tax-exempt, non-profit 501(c)3 charitable      

corporation. We were incorporated August 4, 2008, and 

are licensed by the Georgia Department of Agriculture. 

http://www.newrattitude.org 

http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm
http://www.newrattitude.org
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My road to Crufts 2016 

By Burns  

CoHills Thistle Du Nicely AW(S) (UK) 

CH Cohills Thistle Du Nicely (USA) 

(co-authored by Jeri Handloser Berg) 

Who would have imagined that a premature puppy from Texas would one day be the first Rat Terrier to compete at Crufts, 
the World’s largest Dog show!  

A quick history of me: 

I was born a week early at 8:02 am on 17 March 2009; sadly 3 of my siblings went to puppy 
heaven but my other 3 along with me thrived. I met my human mom when I was 3 months, 
she was living in Aberdeen, Scotland moved to Texas in August 2009, took me home at 5 
months and the fun began. 

I continued my education in manners; every good human helps their pup learn how to       
behave in the pack. I strutted my stuff in the show ring and earned my Championship title.  
Then my human dad told us we were moving back to Scotland. First we moved from Texas to 
Colorado July and then back to Aberdeen November 2010. Yep…it was a crazy time! 

I started learning agility a little bit while in Colorado but my real education started in        
Scotland, with my brother, Thor’s club. I love to jump but I needed to learn my left from my 
right, how to stop on contacts and not run off to say Hi to people.  

When I was old enough Mom sent my information to The Kennel Club (KC) so I could have a number and start competing in    
agility. The KC has a height and graded agility system; I measured into the Medium and had to start in Grade 3 instead of 
Grade 1 since Mom and Thor were Grade 6…something about how smart the handler is (bwhahahhaaa!!).  

You have to win an agility event with a clear round or 3 jumping events to move up a grade until you get to Grade 5, then you 
need 3 agility wins to move to Grade 6 and 4 agility wins for Grade 7, then you get to enter Championship classes. You have to 
win 4 Champ classes with different judges or Win Champ Class at Crufts to be an Agility Champion.  
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The KC also has a point system to earn Agility Warrants. You get some extra initials behind your name. Here’s how the        
warrants are earned:  

(minimum of # points in agility) 

Bronze  200 points       (50) 

Silver 400 points          (100) 

Gold  800 points          (200) 

Platinum  1200 points  (300) 

Diamond 1600 points  (400) 

Only Clear rounds in regular classes of Agility or Jumping to score points. Agility classes earn 20 points for 1st down to 11 
points for 10th place; Jumping classes earn 10 points for 1st to 1 point for 10th. If you get a clear round but don’t place you earn 
2 points for agility and 1 point for jumping.  

Unless it’s a Crufts or Olympia qualifying class or a large show, rarely do the points go past 2nd for small and medium so it takes 
lots of time to get points unless you are winning the classes regularly and we weren’t.  

Eventually I started paying more attention (mom became more interesting than dirt); she also worked on her handling and we 
started collecting points, winning classes and moving up the grades. I earned my Agility Warrant Bronze AW(B) in May 2014 
and my Silver AW(S) in May 2015. I moved up the grades, won my 4th Grade 6 win March 2015 and entered Grade 7, the    
highest grade which allows you to enter Championship Classes.  

I started competing in Youth Kennel Club (YKC) events with one of our club’s Jr. Handlers, Bethany Gibson. We only competed 
in a few shows due to JR events not always being offered. But we had a good time together. She asked if we could enter the 
YKC ABC (Anything But Collie) class at Crufts as you needed Agility Warrant points to qualify and not winning a qualifier class.     
A minimum of 50 agility points were needed to apply, I have over 368 agility points so Mom sent in my application. Then we 
had to wait and wait and wait. We finally got confirmation that I was accepted just before Christmas! Then the long wait till 
Crufts 2016.  

Time went by slowly till March 9, 2016, the day we traveled down to Birmingham, England. I was to compete at 10:40 am on 
Thursday March 10, 2016. On the way into the NEC my mom introduced me to the PAWparazzi. I got my photo on The         
Telegraph website!  

Hearing Loss, Cont. 
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I had a cool crating area with lots of Good Luck cards from my pawls and information about Rat Terriers. I was a little worried 
because it was SO big and noisy; when I get worried I jump HIGH. I got sucked into the tunnel before I was supposed to go in 
so got an E but I didn’t care, all those people came to see me so I gave them a show! 

After the event I got to go shopping for a treat cuz momma said I was a good boy and was so proud of me. I got to meet lots of 
people at Crufts. a group of school kids, parents and children, soldiers and my first disabled people in wheelchairs. I got my 
photo taken and momma held me so the man could pet me. He had to wag his arm a few times, I was very still till he put his 
hand on me. I wanted him to know how happy I was to meet him and started wiggling my butt under his hand. We all laughed 
because we were happy. The next time I saw someone in a wheelchair, I walked right over, waited till they said Hi then put my 
paw on their foot to say Hi back. I made lots of new friends and now lots of people know how amazing rat terriers are!  

How Cool, I found my own stall and banner!  

I had a PAWSOME time at Crufts and hope to 
go back next year.  

And one day, the Main Arena! 

 

 

 

High paws and Yappiness! 

Hearing Loss, Cont. 
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SENSATIONAL!! 

CH AAcres Go For It aka “Katie” took Best of 
Breed and Best of Breed Owner Handler for a 4 
point major to earn her Grand Champion title 

at the Claremore Kennel Club of Oklahoma 
show under Judge Mrs. Michelle Scott on   

April 2, 2016.   
 

Owned and Handled by Kate Adams 
 

~ Oklahoma ~ 

Ratitatt Gadget aka “Gadget” owned by Lois 
Deitrich was the first Rat Terrier to earn the 

SPOT ON distinction with UKC (this is the UKC 
equivalent of the AKC Canine Good Citizen).  

Gadget earned this on May 15. 
 

~ Colorado ~ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midatlanticratterrierclub/
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WELL DONE!! 

GCH Ratitatt Bonnie Blue aka “Bonnie” owned by 

Lois Deitrich  and Valerie Schieffer, showed in 3 

different AKC shows in Albuquerque, Farmington, 

and Laramie to complete her AKC Grand       

Championship and begin work towards her 

bronze medallion, earning several Best of Breed 

recognitions.  Bonnie was bred by Valerie Schiefer 

of Ratitatt Kennels. 

 

~ Colorado ~ 

CH HDK Rumor Has It @ Lace aka “Rumor”       

handled by Matt Stake was Owner Handler Group 

3, Farmington, NM. Rumor also finished her AKC 

Champion title at this show.  Bred by Rebekah  

Rivera of Hurricane Deck Rat Terriers.  Owned by 

Lois Deitrich  and shown by her husband, Matt 

Stake. 

~ Colorado ~ 
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WOW!!! 

Comet earned his CA title in lure coursing at 

Sighthound Org of Tidewater in Virginia on 

February 27 & 28.  Comet is loved, owned, 

and handled by Anita Butler. 

~ Pennsylvania ~ 

MACH 13 Ratitatt Portrait of the Queen, Penny Lane 

aka “Lanie” earned her MACH 13 on May 14th at   

Indian River Dog Training Club’s trial in Vero Beach, 

FL.  Owned and handled by Melissa K Liebhardt.   

 

~ Florida ~ 
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AMAZING!!! 

ARKAY SGK IWANNADANCEWSOMEBODY aka 
”Whitney” was Best of Winners & Best of Breed on 

April 1, Best of Winners on April 2, and Best of  
Winners & Best of Breed, Group 4, plus Bred-By 

Terrier Group 1 on April 3 at the Scottsbluff Kennel 
Club in Mitchell, NE.   

She is owned by Ruth Kramer. 
 

~Wyoming ~ 

On June 4th Stella took winners Bitch and Best of 
opposite Sex at the Huntingdon Valley Kennel Club 

show under Judge Col. Joe B. Purkhiser for her   
final point to finish her Championship Title 
(pending AKC verification) She will now be         

"CH River Ridge's Simply Stunning". This has been 
a very long and emotional road for Stella and I; 

one wild ride I am glad I decided to not give up on. 
Stella adds to her Dam Hannah's impressive record 
of most Champions produced! She will now retire 
from the show world to continue to be my most 
adored little girl and hopefully hit the agility ring 

for some real fun!   
Owned by Jackie Maye and Stacy McWilliams.  

Handled by Jackie Maye. 
 

~Pennsylvania ~ 
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EXCEPTIONALEXCEPTIONALEXCEPTIONAL   

River Ridge’s Kiss My Grit aka “Sassafras” earned 

her second Barn Hunt Novice Q at the Georgia 

Barn Hunt’s event in Carrollton, GA on May 29th.   

She is owned, loved, and trained by Riley Allen. 

 

~ Georgia ~  

River Ridge’s Wicked Good aka “Ticket” earned 

her first point by going Best of Breed over a  

Champion at the New Castle, PA cluster on May 

26.  Judges were captivated by this gregarious 7 

month old puppy.  Owned by Penny Cary, Hosea 

Carpenter, Stacy McWilliams. 

 

~ Florida ~ 

CH HDK K2 Erandi Mistress of the Night aka “Misti” 

was Best of Breed and Owner Handler Group 4 at 

the Scottsbluff Kennel Club Inc. show on April 2.  

She is owned by Heidi L Sparks and Tracey A Kallas.  

She is also #8 for the breed in the Canine Chronicle 

AKC stats for the Owner Handler series as of the 

April 30  report . 

 

~ Nebraska ~  



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2016 ~ Page 43 

 

OUTSTANDING!!! 

River Ridge’s Itchin’ to Party RATI, TDCH, RATN aka 

“Pox” owned by Ashley Kutzli qualified for a leg in 

Barn Hunt Open at the Leaps & Bounds K-9     

Training event with a first place in his size group 

and a High in Open.   

~ Michigan ~ 

CH Ratitatt’s Senorita Lolita’s Lollipop RATI, CGCA 

aka “Lolly” earned 2 legs towards her CD 

(Companion Dog) title at the Albuquerque Kennel 

Club show in May and earned her CGC and CGCA 

at the Arizona German Shepherd Club show in 

April. Trained and Handled by Edithmary Stenz. 

Owned by Edithmary Stenz and  

Gretchen A Chambers. 

 

~ Arizona ~ 
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YOU ROCK!!! 

Preston finished his Canine Good Citizen title on 
June 8.  Trained and owned by Cindy Guffey. 

 
~ Indiana ~  

MACH4 PACH4 Dragonfly’s Shooting Star aka 
“Stella” earned her PACH 4 (Preferred Agility 

Champion title) at the AKC Hot Summer Nights  
trial.  Owned by Vickey Meyer. 

 
~ California ~ 

Sand's Holy Mackerel, RN, RATN, SN-C "Mackerel" 
earned his second CDSP Starter Novice leg on 

4/17/16 at MasterPeace Trials with a 1st place   
finish under judge Ms. Sheila Bennett. In the      

second trial he earned his third leg and Starter 
Novice Title with a 4th place finish under Judge  

Mr. Rick Ritacco.  Owned by Alison Raposo. 
 

~ Massachusetts ~ 
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As part of our educational outreach, we have developed two brochures to focus on the Rat 

Terrier.  A special thank you to both Amanda Truitt for her effort to provide a brief history of 

the breed and to Brandon Godbey for his article about living with the Rat Terrier.  These   

brochures will be available in new member packets and distributed at dog shows and other 

activities where an outreach effort is being made.  Below and on the next pages you will see 

a smaller version of our tri-fold color brochure. 
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Canine Hypoparathyroidism  
by Nancy Kay, DVM 

Hypoparathyroidism is a hormonal imbalance in dogs that results from the cessation of    
production of parathyroid hormone (PTH). Hypoparathyroidism is more common in middle-
aged female dogs, and it has no breed predilection. 
Parathyroid hormone (PTH)  
 
PTH is manufactured within the dog’s four parathyroid glands. These tiny glands are          
embedded within the two thyroid glands (two parathyroid glands per thyroid gland). All of 
these glands are located just beneath the skin surface on the underside of the neck. 

 

PTH is in charge of regulating blood calcium and phosphorus levels. It does so by modifying 
the amounts of calcium and phosphorus absorbed by the gastrointestinal tract, eliminated 
via the kidneys, and released from bones into the bloodstream. 
 
Hypoparathyroidism (too little PTH produced by the parathyroid glands) causes decreased 
calcium and increased phosphorus levels within the blood stream. The opposite occurs 
when the parathyroid glands are producing too much PTH (hyperparathyroidism). 
 
CAUSES 
 
It is unknown why the parathyroid glands quit producing PTH. Autoimmune destruction of 
the parathyroid glands (the immune system attacks the body’s own tissues) is suspected. 
Surgical removal of the thyroid glands for treatment of thyroid cancer and trauma to the neck 
region are other potential causes of hypoparathyroidism. 
  
SYMPTOMS 
 
The symptoms associated with hypoparathyroidism result from the abnormally low blood 
calcium level. The symptoms can be intermittent, particularly early on in the course of the 
disease, and most commonly include: 

·         Muscle tremors or twitching 
·         Stiff gait 
·         Uncoordinated gait 
·         Anxious, restless behavior 
·         Seizures 
·         Lethargy/weakness 
·         Increased panting 
·         Loss of appetite 
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DIAGNOSIS 
 
The testing typically performed to arrive at a diagnosis of hypoparathyroidism typically      
includes: 

·         Complete blood cell count 
·         Blood chemistry profile (includes calcium and phosphorus measurements) 
·         Ionized calcium measurement (the active form of calcium within the bloodstream) 

molecule 
·         Urinalysis 
·         PTH measurement 
 

TREATMENT 
 
Therapy for hypoparathyroidism consists of administration of vitamin D and calcium. Vitamin 
D supplementation is necessary to assist with the absorption of dietary calcium from the  
gastrointestinal tract. 

Treatment with intravenous fluids and calcium is warranted for dogs with severe symptoms. 
For dogs who are in stable condition, the calcium and vitamin D can be administered orally at 
home. Both are given daily (may be multiple times daily) and the dosages are adjusted based 
on the dog’s symptoms as well as follow-up blood calcium and phosphorus levels. Many  
successfully treated dogs can be weaned off of the calcium supplement as long as vitamin D 
therapy is continued. As is the case with most canine hormonal imbalances, lifelong        
treatment and monitoring are required. 
 
PROGNOSIS 
 
Hypoparathyroidism is considered to be a very treatable disease with an excellent prognosis 
as long as conscientious treatment and monitoring are available. 

Have you had a dog who required treatment for hypoparathyroidism? 
If you would like to respond publicly, please visit: http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?
p=5107. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Nancy Kay, DVM 
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine 
Author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, 
Longer Life 
Author of Your Dog's Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect From Your Vet 
Website: http://www.speakingforspot.com 
Spot’s Blog: http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog 
Email: dr.kay@speakingforspot.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/speakingforspot 
 
 

Reprinted with permission 
Photo on previous page is not related to article and just included to reflect our breed 

Hypoparathyroidism, Cont. 

http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=5107
http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=5107
http://www.speakingforspot.com
http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog
mailto:dr.kay@speakingforspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/speakingforspot
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  RAT TERRIERS Best In 
Show 

Reserve 
Best In 
Show 

Group 
One 

Group 
Two 

Group 
Three 

Group 
Four 

TOTAL 

1 GCHG CH Felixvilles Traveling Pooch 
(M) 
T Little/R Little 

0 0 0 1 1 1 181 

2 GCH CH Evanlee May D’Odds B Evr 
N Ur Favor River Ridge (M) 
S Mcwilliams/J Gardner/D 
McMahan 

0 0 0 0 0 1 140 

3 CH Miyuki From Empress (F) 
Y Cunningham/J Cunningham 

0 0 0 0 0 1 31 

4 GCH CH Seegmillers Miss Margo (F) 
K Seegmiller 

0 0 0 0 0 1 16 
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PBAC Agility Trial April 10 in Florida 

Left to right:  Brenda Becker with Banzai and Brave, Melissa Leibhardt and Shelby Rae and 

Penny Lane, Bill Becker with Maggie Mae and Romeo, Kathy Brown with Juno, Kathy    

Marble-Brown with Scream, Lola and Flash, Robin Marie Taylor with Johnny.   

Photo provided by Bill Becker. 
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How I came to love a Rat Terrier 
 

I had 2 dogs a very old mini schnauzer and a Jack Russell mix. I did not want any more 
dogs. Again I did not want any more dogs. On Christmas, 4 years ago, I walked in to my 
dad’s house and he said “choose one”. I'll pause here for a little back story. Long story 
made short.  

My dad purchased his rat terriers from a great breeder. They had decided together to have a 
litter with what was previously her female but now owned by my dad. So this litter was    
created. Some may know I'm in rescue; well I was seriously angry about it. I would not have 
anything to do with the puppies – NOTHING!  

I did not even visit my dad until Christmas and I had no choice. This was Christmas 2011 
and my dad had decided each of his children would to get a puppy for Christmas. I did not 
want a puppy. Rosco however had different plans. He jumped in my lap, loved on me and 
followed me around until finally I said “okay dad, I'll take this one”. I brought him home and 
my JRT Burly said “no way”, so I returned him to my dad and said “Burly said no”. Dad 
found a buyer for Rosco and then they backed out so he once again asked me to try. We 
agreed to take it slow. I took both Burly and Rosco to the dog park  every weekend for a 
couple weeks. Then one day it happened, Burly stood up for Rosco and protected him and 
in that moment they became best friends. I still took him back to my dad’s, but then Rosco 
cried as I started to leave and Burly got upset too, that day Rosco came home to stay. It 
didn't take long for Rosco to find his place in our hearts. My dad had named him Rocky, but 
my Schnauzer’s name was Rocky so that's how Rosco became Rosco.  

Rosco was the perfect puppy! He never chewed one shoe; he was sweet, relaxed, and     
loving. Rosco became my gateway Rattie. Then along came Ben. He was the same age as 
Rosco. Ben was at a ‘gassing’ animal shelter and was owner surrendered at 6 months old. I 
took off work to go get him and Ben and Rosco were instant best friends. They played and 
played together. Ben however was a naughty puppy and ate so so many shoes. Rosco 

By Angela Wise 
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remained the perfect puppy never tearing up anything and so well behaved. Ben was a   
foster dog, but I ended up adopting him myself. I adopted Ben because of how attached we 
had become to each other. He failed obedience school because he was afraid that I would 
leave him. So, with that, rat terrier number two was added to the pack. Rocky the mini 
Schnauzer passed on shortly after this. Then Christmas a year later we added old girl,     
Rosie, to the pack, and a few months later we added sweet little Olive to the pack. Rosie 
was a quiet, sweet, loving, gentle soul and she has since passed on. Olive is goofy,        
cantankerous, loves to cuddle and hoards my socks.  

Rosco however is what brought me to love the breed. He came to me in a time of emotional 
need. He was always happy plus he loved and I mean he LOVED his people. I decided to 
show him and he did well, but I was not very good at it. He was my terrier in a tiara. He was 
a grumpy butt before a show, but as soon as he saw his breed line up he got happy and 
was ready to show his stuff. He won a few and lost a few. He was also a great hunter. His 
best quality thing was how he loved his family specially me. He taught himself to alert me 
that I was about to have a seizure. He was very good at it. For me, Rosco was the perfect 
boy. Sadly he has gone to the rainbow bridge and really I will never understand why. Ben 
taught me to love the rat terrier as well. He loves to snuggle and when I'm sad or don't feel 
well he cuddles himself tight in my arms and won't leave my side. Ben is spunky and or-
nery. He loves a good game of catch. Olive is my princess that loves dresses and to cuddle. 
Rosie loved being special and as old as she was she would always try to play and make me 
smile.  

I'm probably rambling so to the point... Why do I love the rat terrier...? One common trait is 
they love love love love love their people. They love them so much that they tune          
themselves in and adjust themselves to help make their person happy. When needed they 
are goofy little clowns, they are teddy bears, they are an alert system, rodent and pest   
control, entertainment for the kids, entertainment for each other, naughty enough to keep 
you on your toes, and sweet enough you can't ever get mad at them. They are a wonderful 
well rounded breed. 

Love at First Rat,  Cont. 
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MARTC collaborated with Dogworks to have a basic breed color chart created with 

hopes of helping new Rat Terrier owners and Judges correctly identify colors for the 

breed. With 19 colors and 9 patterns (based upon what is currently offered on AKC 

paperwork) it is not often easy to discern what color and pattern a Rat Terrier  

displays. 

As a new breed with such complex colors and patterns, our club has hopes that 

RTCA will approve and accept this color chart.  We believe it would be of great help to 

Judges and exhibitors. At the time of this newsletter, the club is still awaiting RTCA 

feedback and blessing on the chart. 

In addition, another nice benefit is the club now has all the colors and patterns to  
create some nice items for future fund raising. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

RAT TERRIER COLORS & PATTERNS 
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Please send your oldies 

but goodies to us for the 

next issue. 
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CHECK OUT 

Amanda’s  

Facebook art 
page: 

www.facebook.com/
Yowyowtails 

And Bogart’s 
blog at: https://

www.facebook.com/
RosethornTerriers 

The Art of  Amanda Hall  

“YowYowtails”  

The “eyes” say it ALL 

http://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
http://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
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This page is reserved as a memorial for the special 

dogs that we lose.  If you have had a loss and would 

like your dog honored here, please contact us. 
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As an IRS 501c3 non-profit organization, MARTC has partnered with Amazon Smile. Members as well as family and friends 

may  support the club  by signing into Amazon through smile.amazon.com and selecting Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club as 

their non-profit  designation. Make purchases on Amazon via the smile.amazon.com link and Amazon will give a  

percentage of the proceeds to the club. Amazon customers are not charged for this. It's Amazon's way to support          

non-profits. So, we hope that you will consider choosing MARTC as your designated non-profit to support.  

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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I had the pleasure of interviewing a good friend of mine, Beth Szczygiel. I met Beth when she got her first 
rat terrier, Spry. I learned a great deal about her as I ended up moving in with her when I got a job in  
Massachusetts. Beth is a very accomplished trainer who resides in Seekonk Massachusetts and she has 
taught me a lot about training dogs including everything we learned in our year of taking agility classes 
with her at the gym where she works. I thought she would make an excellent candidate for our MARTC   
newsletter because of her experience and all she has accomplished through the years with her dogs so 
we decided to do this issue’s “Meet the Exhibitor” Interview style. We hope you enjoy it!  
 
Trainer: Beth Szczygiel 
Base: Seekonk, MA 
Years competing in agility: 16 years 
Venue of Competition: AKC & USDAA 
 
What Current Dogs do you own? 
Rat Terrier “Spry” GCH River Ridge’s Blue Solar Flare OA AXJ OF AAD SM TM RAT-O 
Doberman “Milan” UCH MACH Platinum's Winner Takes it All CD MXS MJS OF RN RATS BH TT VC WAC 
CGC  
  
What are some of your most memorable Moments? 
In Spry’s first year of competition (2015) she won Steeplechase Quarter Finals and TEAM Jumpers at     
Cynosports in TN. Milan had an amazing career but the most memorable was placing consistently in the 
Top 10 in the 24” class at the 2014 AKC Nationals and earning a spot in the Challengers Round. 

By Jackie Maye Olsen 
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When did you start Exhibiting Dogs?  
I started showing dogs in 2000. I showed Chelsea, an older rescue Doberman in agility. In my junior years 
I was very involved in Hunter/Jumpers, seems many horse people have downsized to dogs over the years. 
  
What are some activities you like to do with your dogs in the ring or out?  
I have been very successful in several different venues but without a doubt, agility is my favorite. I also 
like my dogs to be, well, dogs! Running in the woods, swimming and just watching them play and wrestle 
without a care in the world.  
  
What made you switch from Dobermans to Rats?  
Several different reasons. After owning Dobermans for 20 years I felt I had accomplished a lot with the 
breed, 3 MACH dobes, Top 20 in obedience and agility, I wanted to compete in a different jump height 
and see if I could be as competitive. I also quite honestly wanted a breed that was easier to travel with. I 
had searched for a few years looking at different breeds, I knew I wanted a wash and wear type dog, but I 
still hadn’t narrowed down my options. When my friend Deb Stevenson brought home her first Rattie, 
Remus, in 2011 I intently watched her journey and was intrigued with the breed. Long story short, in 
2013 Stacy McWilliams bred her wonderful bitch Hannah (also Remus’ dam) for the last time and Spry 
came into my life. 
  
Can you compare similarities/differences between the two breeds in the form of how they are to live 
with as well as train? 
Spry is my only rat to date so I can only compare her but I would say there are a lot of similarities to the 
two breed’s temperament wise. Strong work ethic, good focus, biddable. Rats are very easy to live with, 
have an off switch and can chill out. One difference is they are a bit more barky! If there is something to 
alert, Spry is always the first, often times the big bad guard dog doesn’t even bother, he knows his little 
sister has it covered.  
  
What are your goals for the future with Spry?  
My long term goal to represent the US internationally, short term goals are to strengthen our teamwork 
& consistency, sometimes I forget 2016 is only our second year competing and we have a lot of growing 
and improving to do. 
  
What’s the best advice you could give someone working with their dog?  
The only limits you have are the limits you believe. 
  
What can you suggest to other dog owners thinking about getting into a sport with their dog?  
Go to events, sit ringside, be a sponge and absorb the atmosphere. I encourage all my students that are 
not ready to compete to attend trials, help out in the rings so they can learn the process first hand. Most 
importantly, take the time to read the rule book cover to cover in any venue.   

Meet the Exhibitor, Cont. 
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We hope that you have enjoyed reading our newsletters and are finding them helpful, enjoyable, and worthy 

of archiving on your computer for future reference.  

Please consider joining our MARTC family and developing friendships with people who share a common    

interest in the Rat Terrier breed at all levels and becoming a part of the work to continue to help the breed 

grow and prosper within AKC rules and guidelines.   

While MARTC is not an AKC affiliated club at this time, it is the hope and future goal to become an AKC    

affiliated regional breed club.  As has been mentioned previously in this newsletter, you can become a voting 

member and not live in the Mid-Atlantic region.  This right gives you the opportunity to have a say in the   

future path that the club takes.  How exciting it is to anticipate the growth of a club with the goals of        

benefitting the breed, educating the public, and developing friendships all across the country!! 

We welcome people who participate in conformation, agility, barn hunt, lure coursing, rally, obedience and 

any other venues with this delightful breed.  More importantly, we welcome people who have the pets that 

never compete in any venue because, for all of us, our dogs are pets first and the rest is frosting on top. 

Old and new members will be welcomed and appreciated.  Let’s set the goal together of developing an   

awesome platform from which to promote our breed!!!   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midatlanticratterrierclub/ 
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Don’t forget to send us your fun 

photos to include in future issues 

of our newsletter. 
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The End 

. . . . . 

See you next issue!! 

If you would like to see your favorite 

“end” here send us the photo to consider 

for future issues of the newsletter. 

Thank you … Thank you!!!  To our many contributors who help make our     

newsletter a success.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated and valued. 


