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2016 Issue 1 

As a nonprofit club we depend on the support and             
participation of our members to keep moving forward in all we do. I 
would like to urge anyone with interest or talents to reach out to the 
board of directors and let them know you’re interested! We value 
help from each individual and we wouldn’t be where we are at today 
without it. As a paying member this club is about you and what 
your interests are within the breed. If you are not yet a member, 
then what are you waiting for? You don’t need to be living within 
the Mid-Atlantic region to join either. We need you and your ideas 
to help us grow and continue to support the breed while getting to 
know one another. 

 
Because we value our members so much we wanted to say 

thank you and welcome to the Mid Atlantic Rat Terrier Club by 
providing membership welcome packets. These packets would    
include at the least: A Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club key chain, a 
welcome letter with some information about our club, contact      
information for the board of directors, and the custom made color 
chart our club had made, as well as some other handy breed      
specific information!  

 
These packets will be sent to all current members as well as 

any new members as we move forward. Plans are to have the  
membership package contents completed around the end of the 
month hoping to start sending them to members in April! We       
already have the lovely key chains made and can’t wait to give a  
little back to the members who make this club everything it is! 
Thank you for being a part of our journey to support the breed we 
all hold dear to our hearts.  

 
Sincerely 
Jackie Maye Olsen 
Secretary 
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This ‘n That ... 

Introducing your Newsletter Collaboration Team ... 

 

Sandra Ball ~ Arizona 

Kerry Maguire Cox ~ Maryland 

Cory Downey Hart ~ Washington 

Tricia McCree ~ Maryland 

Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Pennsylvania 

Mandy Truitt ~ Pennsylvania 

 
Contact email:  MidAtlanticrtc@cox.net or  midatlanticterrier@yahoo.com 

Did you know ... you do not have to live in the Mid-Atlantic region to be a voting member of the club.  
 
By joining you will find a supportive group of like minded friends who have Rat Terriers and who participate at a  
variety of events with their dogs. You don't even have to participate in any event to join and still find support from 
those who love the breed. All you need is to love the Rat Terrier breed. Finding sponsors is pretty easy, just ask and 
someone will step up. The application is at the back of this newsletter to make it easy for you and you can pay dues 
via PayPal or snail mail.  
 
Right now our club newsletter is made public, but at some point that will probably not be the case. We welcome  
contributions in the form of brags about your dog successes in any event (AKC only for conformation), love photos of 
your dog just being a Rattie, and if you have ideas for something you'd like to see in the newsletter please let us know.  
Email any newsletter contributions directly to Sandra at midatlanticrtc@cox.net OR you can send to the club email 
at midatlanticratterrier@yahoo.com. 

We are continually looking for photos, articles, 
and news to include in a future   newsletter.  

Please send us anything that you think might be 
of interest.  Providing us with URL links for  

potential items is welcome too.  We LOVE photos 
of the Rat Terrier doing those things that they 
were bred to do, plus any of them doing the  

various performance events (Lure coursing, Barn 
Hunt, rally or  obedience, agility, and on and on).  
Help us make this newsletter something that you 

look forward to and want to keep. 

Board of  Directors 
 

Amy Miskiewicz ~ President 
Tricia McCree  ~ Vice-President 
Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Secretary 
Judith Babarsky ~ Treasurer 
 
 

©Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 
501(c)3 tax-exempt organization 

 2016 
Printed in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.  
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Rat Terrier History Tidbits 

 

AKC FSS Program Firsts 
(Foundation Stock Service) 

 

First AKC CM was Ktr's Last of the Mohicans CM (Certificate of Merit)  Owned by Beverly 

Calhoun  

 

AKC Full Recognition Firsts 

 

 First AKC CH was GCH King Pen Rnb's Queen Ann owned by Sherry Hendrix 

 First AKC CH Dog was Silver GCH Stoneybays ur Martini's Serv'D CM owned by Stacy 

McWilliams and Tammy Jordan 

 First AKC GCH Bitch was AKC GCH River Ridge Nice Tri, Blu By-U CGC owned by  

Shannon Coleman and Balynda Brown 

 First AKC GCH Dog was GCH Riverridge Trin2 Sail 2 The Top CM CA CGC owned by 

Balynda Brown and Stacy McWilliams 

 

 

The First Westminster 2014 

Silver GCH Stoneybays ur Martini’s Serv’D CM was Best of Breed at the very first          

Westminster show after the Rat Terrier was accepted into full status with AKC.  Marti was 

also the Best of Breed the following year before he retired from the ring.   

 

***As best as I was able to determine, ownerships are listed as they were at the time that the awards were 

given.  Some may have changed since that time. *** 

I wanted to extend a special thank you and recognition to Darla Jones for designing the many cute 

graphics that you will find appearing throughout the newsletter.  I asked her to take on the project for me 

with both fun photos and agility photos and she did a wonderful job .  I hope you enjoy each as they 

make their appearance in various issues.  Below is a sampling of a few ~ Sandra 
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Once again we have a delightfully beautiful photo featuring Charlie Buckets. 
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Lizzie or “Reds” 
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Drum Roll!! 

GCH ARKAY SGK Sumthing2tlkabout@GLHL aka  

“Nyx” was Best of Breed in the Owner Handler   

Series  competition under Judge Carole Beatie at 

Eukanuba in December 2015.  Nyx is owned by   

Alma Burns and Linda Meek and handled by Alma 

Burns.   

 

~ Colorado ~ 

AAcres John Henry aka “Spike” finished his     

Champion title in Puyallup, WA.  He is owned and 

loved by Cory Downey Hart. 

 

~ Washington ~ 

Rosethorn IGO Flare Spins Z World aka “Flare” 

owned by Jennifer Ferguson finished her Champion 

Title on  January 18, 2016 at the Puyallup Valley 

Dog Fanciers Show under Judge Mrs. Peggy J. Haas. 

 

~ Idaho ~ 
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Congratulations!! 

Send us your brags for 

next quarters newsletter! 

River Ridge’s Kiss My Grits aka “Sassafras” earned 
a Barn Hunt Novice Q and first place at the Big 
Bear Canine Activity Center Barn Hunt in Pine 
Mountain, GA. In February.  This was her first 

time in the class.  She is owned, loved, and 
trained by Riley Allen.   

 
~ Georgia ~ 

Sands’ Holy Mackerel, RATI, RATN, RN  
“Mackerel” owned and handled by Alison Raposo 

earned a 2nd place CDSP obedience leg by       
winning a runoff at the Monadnock Humane    

Society Trial on February 19 under                    
Judge Mrs. Barb Burri. 

 
~ Massachusetts ~ 
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FANTASTIC!!! 

GCH Evanlee’s May D’odds B Evr N Ur Favor River 

Ridge aka “Victor” received a Group 4 under           

Dr Robert Smith at the Clearwater Kennel Club 

show in January.  Victor is owned by Stacy 

McWilliams, Jane Garner & Donna McMahan. 

 

~ Pennsylvania ~ 

River Ridge’s Stop the Press Who Is That? Aka 

“Bruce” was Winner’s dog, Best of Winners, Best 

Puppy In Breed, and then Puppy Group 3  at the 

Rocky Mountain Cluster under Judge Clay Coady 

on February 13.  Owned by Stacy McWilliams, 

Matt and Chelsea Allen. 

 

~ Colorado ~   

There is room for your brag here.  

Don’t forget to send in your brags as 

you earn them so that they can be in 

the next newsletter. 

midatlanticrtc@cox.net 

mailto:midatlanticrtc@cox.net
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AWESOME!!! 

CH Wildcliff She’ll Tickle Ur Fancy aka  “Tickle”  

owned by Beth Ann Amico and Stacy McWilliams 

earned her RATI and RATN titles at the Four Hoof 

Drive Country Critters in Norman, Oklahoma on 

January 30-31, 2016.  This was her first barn hunt 

and on the second day of the hunt she improved 

her time by a minute and won a First and a Second 

Place in the Novice Medium Dog Division. 

 

~ Oklahoma ~  

CH Ratitatt’s Senorita Lolita’s Lollipop RATI CGCA 
aka “Lolly” finished her Rally Novice title on      

January 7, 2016.  Lolly is owned by Edithmary 
Stenz and Gretchen A. Chambers.  Trained and 

handled by Edithmary Stenz. 
 

~ Arizona ~ 

River Ridge’s Itchin’ to Party RATI, TDCH, RATN aka 

“Pox” owned by Ashley Kutzli earned his Barn Hunt 

Novice title on January 21, 2016 at the Great   

American Dogs event in Novi, Michigan.   

 

~ Michigan ~ 
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STUPENDOUS!!! 

Riverridge Mischief Managed aka “Remus” had a blast competing at the 3rd Annual Westminster KC   

Master Agility Championships.  Apparently third time is a charm—Remus made it to the final round, 

which was televised nationally.  He had a super run, just missing winning the 16” class by a toenail 

(literally) … he would have had it but for a very close miss on the A-Frame contact.  He says, “Next year 

don’t cut my nails the night before mom!” Remus also earned his Jumper Champion title in USDAA.   

 

River Ridge Life Moves Pretty Fast aka “Ferris” earned his International Novice Dog title in UKI, his Novice 

Jumpers title in AKC and his Started Gamblers title in USDAA .   

 

Both boys are Owned, Loved, and Trained by Deb Stevenson.   

 

~ New Jersey ~ 
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Take Your Pup for a Walk on the Wild Side 
by Beth Ann Amico 

With over two hundred million nasal olfactory receptors, a dog’s nose has a sense of smell that’s thousands 
of times better than a human’s. It’s a highly refined sense inherited from its Canidea ancestors. So pity the 
poor pup that spends the majority of its time in one of the most sterile environments – the backyard. Dogs 
destined for careers in the hunting field can benefit greatly from early introductions to “sweet dirt” – areas 
most ripe with nature’s aromas. Taking nature walks with your young dog also serves as an excellent way to 
further its socialization, allowing it to become even more at ease with the world. Most importantly, it’s the 
first step towards developing a pup that actively hunts game in an efficient manner. 

The Nose Knows 

At birth, a pup’s nerve system is still incomplete – it cannot hear or see and it lacks the ability to regulate its 
own body temperature. For the first two weeks of its life, its only real contact with the environment is  
afforded by its developing sense of smell and touch, enabling it to seek out the warmth of its mother and her 
supply of milk. The instinctive action of crawling towards and finding nourishment is also a pup’s first          
experience of “positive reinforcement” – a principle fundamental to its life-long learning process. 

By the time a pup is ten weeks old, it should be acclimated to its home and the human routine. You should 
now begin expanding its world and introduce it to the hunting field. But no matter the age or breed of your 
sporting pup, the curriculum sequence remains the same. 
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Location, Location, Location 

Successful hunters understand the importance of pre-scouting an area before the hunt and the same concept 
should be applied prior to outings with your canine partner. Since your goal is to develop your budding 
hunter’s ability to use its nose, choosing the most stimulating scenarios is paramount. While cattle pastures 
may offer more olfactory opportunities than the average neighborhood park, agricultural and remote         
undeveloped areas are an even better choice. Look for sites with varying terrain so the pup will learn to     
negotiate multiple changes of cover. Tip: Match the size of the cover to the size of the dog. A pup faced with 
overbearing obstacles tends to stay too close to the handler and not strike up a hunt. 

Keep your dog’s safety and physical well-being in mind also. Check for unexpected drop-offs, swift water or 
other hazards. If your pup hasn’t been exposed to swimming yet, your ideal location may include a shallow 
pond with a graduated water entry. Tip: Avoid ponds with scummy or stagnant water as they may harbor 
toxic cyanobacteria or distemper. 

Prepped for Adventure 

Now that you’ve chosen some suitable areas and gotten the landowner’s permission, you’re ready for your 
adventure, right? Not so fast. A few key items will help make your outing even more enjoyable for you and 
your dog: 

1. Drinking water: Be sure to pack an extra bottle or two for your dog and start teaching it how to 
drink on cue. This will come in handy in a lot of situations. 

2. Collar with identification: A sturdy buckle collar with an I.D. plate will help ensure your dog’s safe 
return if lost. Make sure the collar fits snug around the dog’s neck with room for just two fingers. 
Loose collars can easily come off or hang a dog in low-lying branches. Fluorescent colored or     
reflective collars help keep your dog easy to spot in high brush and at distances. 

3. Check cord: Fifteen foot 3/8 inch braided cotton rope with a brass swivel snap at one end and a 
knot in the other. 

4. First aid kit: Be ready to handle any minor injuries – EMT Gel is great for minor wounds and    
abrasions. Keep your vet’s number on your cell phone’s speed-dial. 

5. Flea and tick collars and other dermal treatments: Your dog should already be protected with   
age-appropriate pest preventatives and vaccinations. Bring home memories and experience, not 
tiny pests which can carry Lyme disease. 

6. Grooming kit: Brush out burrs and stickers before the ride home, especially on long-hair sporting 
breeds. 

7. Kennel Crate: Your pup may enjoy riding up front with you, but after a long day in the woods, your 
nose might appreciate a break from the smell of wet or dirty fur. 

 

The Outdoor Classroom 

Once you’ve arrived, unload your vehicle and prepare yourself before letting your pup out. Countless dogs 
have become lost or even worse while their owners’ backs were turned, so play it safe and release your dog 
only when you can give it your full attention. Tip: Don’t give in to an excited pup’s pawing and whining to be 
let out. Teach it that only sitting quietly will result in its release – vocalizing will get it nothing. 
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The next step is the easiest – walk with the pup and let it explore. Let your pup set the pace, but keep it  
moving with you. If it seems to dawdle too long over some varmint smell, move it along with a verbal cue 
“hup” (which means “come around”) and walk off in the opposite direction. Keep unnecessary chatter to a 
minimum so as not to distract the pup away from its work. 

When an older or “big running” pup starts paying more attention to its nose than you, let it start dragging the 
check cord attached to the “D” ring on its collar. A simple step on the end of the cord with a “hup” cue and 
quick movement away will remind the dog to hunt with you. 

As you take your pup on these walks, you will see its instinct to hunt grow. It’s now time to teach pup what 
to hunt and how to find it. 

Happy Trails 

Here’s the first exercise to introduce your pup to hunting birds – learning to trail scent. Slice up a hot dog in 
¼ inch pieces. Feed a couple to your pup so that it’s familiar with the smell and wants more. Put your pup up 
for a minute (just so it’s not able to see you) and lay a straight trail ten feet long with slices every foot. The 
trail should be laid in short grass, into the wind so that the scent of each successive hotdog is blown back in 
the pup’s face. This layout helps the beginner pup follow the progression of the trail. 

Bring the pup to the downwind end of the trail, point at the first slice and cue pup with a word or phrase to 
begin hunting. “Hunt ‘em up” or “birds in here” are typical verbal cues. Moving down the line, help your pup 
stay focused by pointing your finger and repeating the verbal cue at each upcoming slice. 

When the pup becomes proficient at finding the hotdogs on the verbal cue alone, reverse the trail’s head to 
upwind. Now the pup has to follow the trail on its own – there’s no wind to help it. Repeat these trailing lines 
in various locations so that the pup starts to generalize the task of trailing on cue. 

The next step of the exercise is to teach the pup to trail birds, transitioning the “prey” from hotdogs to bird 
scent. Most sporting breed pups are exposed to live birds at an early age to make sure that they revel in the 
smell, sight and taste of their ultimate prey. If your pup has not been exposed to birds, use a clipped wing 
pigeon as an introduction. Flip the pigeon across the ground and let the pup go after it. As with the hotdogs, 
proceed only after your pup has had a taste or two and enjoys chasing it. 

Now establish a bird trail by making a drag pole with a four foot stick and equivalent length of string tied to 
the end. Tether the bird’s feet to the free end of the string. Pick a few feathers from the bird’s rump and 
place them at the head of your trail. Drag the bird from this point ten or fifteen yards downwind through 
moderate cover and hide the tethered bird at the desired end. Wear rubber boots and avoid touching        
surrounding cover with the bird to avoid laying false trails. Bring the pup to the head of the trail and use your 
verbal cue to hunt. 

Once your pup masters straight line trails, add a right angle to the mix. Drag the first leg of your trail into a 
crosswind, then turn downwind 90 degrees to an end point (your trail will resemble an “L”). This set-up will 
teach the pup about the strength of scent, how to recover from its loss and follow it to its conclusion. 
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Quarter Master 

So far, you have taught your pup how to find and follow scent to a bird. Your pup is now ready to be taught 
the next skill – quartering to the gun. 

As in your previous training, location is vitally important. Select a long field at least one hundred yards in 
length with moderate cover, approximately 40 yards across. The orientation of the field should be set to the 
prevailing wind. The lateral edges should be well defined with heavy cover, i.e. trees, thick brush, high weeds, 
etc. To set up the field, you’ll need 5 pigeons, each in its own mesh sack (onion sacks are ideal). Proceed into 
the wind and place the birds just inside the perimeter in a zig-zag pattern, spacing the birds approximately 
twenty yards apart. This distance will condition the pup to hunt within reasonable gun range. 

Bring your pup to the center of the field and walk into the wind towards the first bird, coaxing the pup to     
follow along. Let the dog find the bird. Praise your pup, set the sack back in place and move diagonally across 
the field towards the next bird until you’ve worked your way through the pattern at the end of the field. What 
you will observe is that after a day or two of this exercise, the pup will start running towards the remembered 
bird locations. When you see this behavior, remove the second and fifth birds and run the pattern again. When 
the pup doesn’t find a bird at the second location, “hup” him towards the third and so on. This strengthens the 
dog’s understanding of the quartering pattern and reinforces the meaning of the word “hup”. 

Once the pup is running freely to the birds, change your walking pattern and simply move up the middle of the 
field in a straight line. The dog should start to quarter in front of you looking for the birds. Move to different 
locations with similar terrain features when the dog masters this scenario. Tip: Each time you change location, 
remove different birds from the pattern so that the pup always has to hunt. This technique will cause the dog to 
better conceptualize the task of quartering. 

These lessons of discovery will develop a confident hunting partner that knows how to trail wounded game 
and actively seeks it in an efficient pattern within gun range. Your pup’s first hunts will be much more        
productive because you introduced it to the wild side. 

 

Reprinted with permission.   
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http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/three-things-every-dog-owner-should-know-about-antibiotics/ 

This article is copyright od Dogs Naturally Magazine and reproduced with permission. 

To view more great articles, visit dogsnaturallymagazine.com 

 

http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/three-things-every-dog-owner-should-know-about-antibiotics/
http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com
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This is a love story and it is more.  It is a story of struggle, commitment, devotion, dedication, and success.  It is a story to   

inspire because when life deals us the negative, it is up to us to turn it into the positive and it can be done if we never lose 

hope and vision.   

Cindy Guffey brought Harry home to live with her in April 2012.  While Cindy knew Harry was blind, she did not know that 

Harry had serious eye problems from PLL (Primary Lens Luxation) a genetic eye disorder that affects some Rat Terriers.  Harry 

also had the intense pain from glaucoma that frequently happens if the lens luxates in the wrong direction.  Cindy faced the 

problem of not having the funds to perform a necessary surgery on Harry, even though both she and her husband were   

working hard at jobs to make ends meet.  A benefactor began the effort to collect the funds needed and several “aunties” 

joined the effort.  On August 31, 2012, because of some very generous and kind hearted donors, Harry had eye surgery to  

remove his painful eyes.  He was finally set free from his pain and able to live a pain free life that was full of love, happiness 

and security.  The angel aunties saved Harry’s life through their generosity.   

Part of this story includes a very personal success for Cindy.  Cindy was not able to read or write very well until she spent two 

years working on improving her skills prior to Harry arriving.  She had seen something written by the previous owner           

indicating they did not want him any longer and if they could not find a home he would go to the shelter.  It took her two days 

to read and comprehend what all the words about the little dog meant and she began her effort to bring Harry to her home.  

When Harry arrived he was so very upset and trying to bite any human who came close.   So to pass the time Cindy decided to 

do some reading practice.  She read out loud to Harry and in about 20 minutes he calmed down enough for her to put a leash 

on him and take him to the yard to try to potty.  Harry returned to his crate with the same bitey attitude that he had displayed 

so she read to him again and the calming sound of her voice relaxed him again and she was able to give him a bath.  Cindy 

realized that he was going to take a very special kind of training.  She spent time reading to him because it was a comfortable 

thing for her to do and she was not embarrassed by a sweet little dog that patiently sat and listened.  This began the          

partnership between owner and beloved dog that has only grown since.  They worked together to achieve success. 

By Sandra L Ball 
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Once Harry was beyond the terrible eye pain he became calmer, happier, and was excelling at learning new things.  Cindy 

turned to YouTube to help her learn more about how to train her boy.  Eventually she found a class to help the Cindy/Harry 

Team advance in their training.   Harry learned his lessons quickly and excelled in what he was doing.  He did it with heart, 

love, repetition and respect.  Cindy credits his angel aunties because without their help Harry would not be here.  Harry 

earned his Canine Good Citizen Title on June 18, 2015.  But, that is not the final goal for Harry and Cindy.  She wants Harry to 

become a Therapy Dog.  Their training continued and Harry learned how to do an off leash recall from 165 feet away simply by 

listening to the voice of his person and her left/right/forward commands.  This was done in a busy store and Harry                

succeeded!!  Cindy hopes to have Harry certified by a therapy dog organization in the near future.  Harry is preparing for the 

Canine Good Citizen Advanced title as I write this.  The story does not end here because the goal is for Harry to do therapy 

work at St. Jude’s Hospital.  I can think of no better example for a struggling child than to see a totally blind little dog           

succeeding in life and being a role model for persevering and overcoming the odds.    

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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http://dogsnaturallymagazine.com/main/dangers-of-xylitol-for-dogs/ 

This article is copyright od Dogs Naturally Magazine and reproduced with permission. 

To view more great articles, visit dogsnaturallymagazine.com 

http://dogsnaturallymagazine.com/main/dangers-of-xylitol-for-dogs/
http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com
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What New Rattitude is About 

 
We are seeking adoptive homes. You can view our  

available dogs, see several photos and read their full bio 

at:  http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm.   All New  

Rattitude dogs are neutered/spayed, wormed, checked 

for heartworm and on preventative medication, up to date 

on vaccinations,  and microchipped.  Adoption fee is $175 

for adult dogs and  $225 for puppies under six months of 

age. 

 

All adoption fees go toward rescue and care of Rat  

Terriers in need. 

 

New Rattitude has many opportunities available to those 

who are able to volunteer a little or a lot of their time and 

energies. We would love to have you join us Simply  

submit a member application found on our site. 

We have a great retail store where you can purchase dog 

toys for less and the money supports the dogs in need.  

New Rattitude is a national, all-volunteer organization that 

rescues and rehomes Rat Terriers and Rat Terrier mixes. 

We are a tax-exempt, non-profit 501(c)3 charitable      

corporation. We were incorporated August 4, 2008, and 

are licensed by the Georgia Department of Agriculture. 

 

 

http://www.newrattitude.org 

Board of Directors 

Jena Gammon (Louisiana) - President 

Stephanie Mathson (Michigan) - Vice President 

Terry Beale (Georgia) - Secretary 

Sue Kangas (Michigan) - Treasurer 

Julee Allen (Washington) - Director 

Susan Beard (North Carolina) - Director 

Debbie Collins (Alabama) - Director 

If you are looking for a sweet dog to love and 
nurture while carefully helping to widen her 
world, BlueBelle is your girl. She was born into 
puppymill conditions and lived almost four 
years birthing puppies in a deprived environ-
ment. When she came to rescue, she was clas-
sified as semiferal, and has spent the past 
months overcoming many challenges to learn 
to live in a home and interact with humans. 
This has not been easy for her, and she needs 
a special family who understands how best to 
gently, patiently help her continue to adapt.   
You may read the rest of her story here:  
http://www.newrattitude.org/index.htm 

http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm
http://www.newrattitude.org
http://www.newrattitude.org/index.htm
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SENSATIONAL!! 

Icon’s A Legacy Begins aka “Anna” owned by 
Renee Morgan earned her RATI title and two legs        

towards her RATN.  She placed with the fastest 
instinct run of 0:13.97 and the fastest novice run 

of 0:36.44.  This was  at the Four Hoof Drive 
Country Critters barn hunt event in Norman,          

Oklahoma on January 30-31, 2016. 
 

~ Oklahoma ~ 

WarrenMtn’s O’ What a Knight aka “Teddy” 
owned by Lois Kietur earned his first leg in Rally 

Novice B at the Potomac Valley Shetland      
Sheepdog Club on February 7, 2016.  He scored a 

98.0 and Fourth place.   
 

~ Maryland ~ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midatlanticratterrierclub/
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CH Rattitat’s Senorita Lolita’s Lollipop RN, RATI, 

CGCA, aka “Lolly” finished her Obedience           

Beginner Novice (BN) title on March 5, 2016 at the 

Superstition Kennel Club show in Phoenix.          

Lolly is owned by Edithmary Stenz and          

Gretchen A Chambers. Trained and  handled by 

Edithmary Stenz. 

~ Arizona ~ 

AMAZING!!! 

UCI INT/NAT CACH-G, UKC GRCH UCD UAG1 URO3 

URX UWPCH UWPV UCA PTE CoHills Amber Spice 

Muffin NA NF NAJ CAA CM BN RN CL3 CL1-PLT CGC 

BIS RBIS, UKC Total Dog, UKC Super Dog “aka” 

Amber” owned, loved and handled by                

Beverly Calhoun completed her AKC Novice    

Jumpers With Weaves (JWW) title on             

March 6, 2016. 

~ Texas ~ 
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WOW!!! 

UCI INT/NAT CH, UKC AN GRCH UWP ‘PR’ KTR’s Last 
of the Mohicans CM CGC aka “Hawkeye” owned, 
loved, trained and handled by Beverly Calhoun   

continues to earn titles in Nosework.  November 21, 
2015 he passed both of his advanced vehicle tests to 
earn his Advanced Vehicle (AV) title, November 23 

he passed both of his advanced exterior tests to 
earn his Advanced Exterior (AE) title.  January 9, 

2016 he passed his interior tests to finish his         
Advanced Interior (AI) title and earn his first         

superior interior leg.    This also finished his overall 
Advanced Nosework (AN) title.  See below with 

Judge Debbie Farmer La Mont. 

~ Texas ~ 

River Ridge’s No Stoppin’ Da Charger aka 
“Charger” owned by Jeff LaPrarie was 2015’s TOP 
DOG IN BREED in Flyball with a best time of 4.273.  
United Flyball League International, Inc.  Fastest 

2015 U-FLI Rat Terrier and is recognized as a 
Breed Ambassador. 

 
~ Washington ~ 
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WELL DONE!!! 

GCH Evanlee’s Ticket 2 The Stars aka “Zeb” owned 
by Anna Morris and Donna McMahan was Select 
Dog at Westminster 2016.  Zeb is also currently 

ranked #1 in the Owner-Handler series with         
multiple Owner-Handler series group placements. 

 
~ Mississippi ~ 

Crosswind Lindy Hop Swingout aka “Lindy”        
finished her AKC Excellent Standard title at the  
Blue Ridge Dog Training Club trial on March 11.   

All three legs were first place runs.  She also added 
her 2nd MXJ leg with a first place and posted the 

fastest time of all jump heights on this JWW 
course.  She is also affectionately known as the 
“Black Bullet”.  Lindy is owned and handled by 

Betsy Spilis. 
 

~ Maryland ~ 
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Hi … My name is Deb S and I’m an agility addict.  It’s been 2 days since my last agility trial. 

I got hooked on the sport of dog agility quite by accident.  In 2003, I adopted a stray Doberman from a shelter in PA and named 

her Muzzy.  Though her background was unknown, it appeared she had been abused as she was extremely hand shy, to the point 

that if you reached out to her, she would fall to the floor in fear.  She was also in terrible physical condition, emaciated at just 40 

lbs., and with terrible skin infections and ear infections.  She was a mess.  We began the journey to get her physically healthy, but 

getting her mentally healthy was a more perplexing issue.  I decided to take her to a rally and obedience class to try to build up 

her confidence.  Initially it was a struggle as she was so afraid to be wrong.  But slowly she started to enjoy it.  Still she was so 

serious, and my instructor at the time said, “Why don’t you try agility with her … maybe that would get her to loosen up and have 

fun.” 

And so it began.  Truth be told, we never got too far in agility.  Muzzy never could get past her fear of teeters, so we could only 

do Jumpers.  And she wasn’t crazy about weave poles either.  But we still had fun and did what we could with what we had to 

work with.  My favorite agility memory with her was at a local trial in a horse arena.  Muzzy got a bee in her bonnet to just bust 

loose and have fun on the course.  She was running around with a big grin taking obstacles in any order that suited her fancy.  Of 

course we did not qualify, and as we were leaving the ring, another exhibitor said, “I feel your pain.”  I replied, “No, you don’t 

understand … for THIS dog, that is the best run we ever had.”  In that moment she was free of all her fears and baggage, and was 

just having fun, and it was a joy for me to see her that way. 

My next agility partner was a little French Bulldog named Lulu.  Unlike Muzzy, she was pretty fearless, but also had a mind of her 

own about what she would and would not do, and her physical limitations were, well, limiting.  So we dabbled and she had a lot 

of fun, but we could not go beyond a certain point.  I, however, was bitten by the agility bug and decided that I would like to get a 

dog that was more suited for the sport so I could try to go a bit farther. 

Enter Soren the Frenchie.  “Another French Bulldog?” you might ask, and I asked the same thing.  I really wanted a dog more 

physically suited to the sport.  But people kept telling me about this Soren dog that I just had to meet.  Yes he was a Frenchie, but 

he was smart, athletic and needed a job to do.  I was skeptical, but after about 6 months of prodding, I agreed to meet him.  He 

was 1.5 years old at the time, and he was totally precious.  “Just take him for the weekend,” they said.  And the rest, as they say, 

is history.  I took him to the agility field where we trained and let him run around with my other Frenchie and was amazed to see 

him flying over jumps, running over contacts, banging down the teeter with glee.  He was in heaven.  “Okay,” I remember telling 
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him, “ I guess you’re my new agility dog.”  And what an agility dog he turned out to be.  He went on to become the first French 

Bulldog ever to earn a MACH, a feat he accomplished on my birthday no less.  He qualified for and competed at Invitationals 

twice, and the 2nd year finished 16th out of all 12” dogs, just missing making it to the finals.  He qualified for AKC National Agility 

Championships 6 times in his career and attended 3 times.  He was even nationally ranked in the Top 10 Non-Sporting dogs in 

regular agility, and when he later moved to Preferred, he was ranked in the Top 20 Lifetime Agility Dogs all breeds. 

Aside from his talents in agility, he was pure fun to run.  People adored watching him … a little bulldog with a huge passion for 

the sport.  He would emerge from tunnels with the whites of his eyes showing and I knew I had better start running.  And        

occasionally he was a comedian, like one run where he decided he’d like to take the tire a few extra times.  He took it once, then 

again as an off course.  Before the finish jump he ran ALL the way across the ring to take it one last time before returning to   

complete the course with me.  He had to retire at age 9 after an injury unrelated to agility, but the memories we made will make 

me smile for many years to come. 

Though agility could not be more fun than it was with Soren, in 2010 I started again to think about an agility dog that would be 

more physically suited to the sport.  I wanted to do some of the agility camps and seminars over the summer that were just too 

hot and demanded too much endurance for a Frenchie.  I started researching some breeds, came upon the Rat Terrier and went 

to visit a local litter a few times.  When I went to visit them at 7 weeks, a little red and white pup informed me that he was mine.  

That would be Remus and I had no idea what I was in store for when I decided to take him home a few weeks later. 

From the start, Remus was intense and fast.  My agility friends would ask how the training was going and I’d say, “He’s really 

fast.”  I am sure they thought, sure (eye roll), she runs a Frenchie and thinks this one is fast.  When we did our first trial, and 

many of our agility friends saw him run for the first time, they all had the same expression as we left the ring … mouths open J  

Agility with Remus was clearly going to be a whole different sport than the one I’d been doing up till then.  And training Remus 

presented many new challenges for me: Super speedy, super athletic and super impulsive.   

Remus loves the sport, and he gives it his all, but certain aspects require self-control, and that is not his strong suit.  How to get 

that control without curbing his wonderful enthusiasm was my challenge, and one I’m still working on.  But his immense talent has 

encouraged me to really try to up my own game as a trainer and a handler, and for that I am eternally grateful to him.  From 

quitting smoking, to losing weight, to working out regularly, to taking many seminars to learn to be a better handler, Remus has 

pushed me to be a better me. 

A few years back along came Rattie #2 … Ferris B as we fondly call him.  He is a little slower to mature, but he is full of potential 

and one of the sweetest, most charming dogs I have ever had the pleasure to know.  I’m excited for our journey together and I 

think in the end, he might be the perfect combination of athleticism, drive and fun, with a pinch of sanity thrown in that Remus 

seems to lack sometimes.   
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So there’s the how of my agility addiction.  The why – agility to me is just the perfect sport.  First, it has dogs, and I adore dogs.  

The relationship you build with your dog in agility is like no other for me.  There is a bond that is so close, and a level of            

communication that allows you to negotiate a complex course at high speed with one mind, each knowing what the other needs, 

wants and will do in a given situation.  It is magical.  It is physically challenging, but also mentally challenging, requiring you to 

strategize, think on the fly and to constantly learn new things.  And it is social, and a chance to interact with others who share my 

love of dogs and the sport of agility.  So as addictions go, I figure I could do worse. 

By Deb Stevenson 
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A little about me personally.  I am a retired Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center 

Patient Advocate.  I also served 4 years in the US Air Force and met my husband at        

Chanute AFB, in Illinois.  I live in Oklahoma but was born and raised in Wethersfield,             

Connecticut.  My husband was from California and spent 21 years in the Air Force, our last 

base being Tinker AF here in Oklahoma, we felt it was a good “in-between” place to 

be.  We’ve been married 35 years.   Combined we have 3 children, of whom 1 is in the US 

Air Force, one is a teacher, and the other is a bug man!  We have 8 grandchildren!  We are 

blessed. 

 

We all started somewhere.  Some of us were lucky enough to have a good mentor or grew 

up in a show/breeding home.  Others like myself had to learn the hard way.  I got my first rat 

terrier as a rescue from a home in Eufaula OK.  The man’s daughter had gone on to college, 

leaving Lily behind with 9 half-grown Great Pyrenees  puppies, I had to get her out of 

there.  Lily started my love for Rat Terriers.  She stayed with us 13 years. 

 

Over the years with much trial and error, I happened to meet people who bred “for real”.  I 

made a decision sometime back in 1992 to learn all I could and do what’s right for the 

breed.  I got my first computer and it took off from there.  Soaking up all the information like 

a sponge.  The first rat terrier that literally changed my way of thinking was Rat Time     

Kennels TooBee Blue.  I started showing UKC with him and met a lot of people who fed me  

By Kate Adams 
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a lot of information.  I was willing to listen and learn.   He is still with us.   I pulled off a 

breed standard, studied it, and used it as a guide, and still do, for the choices I make.  It 

was sometime not long after, that I learned of OFA and testing for Rat Terriers.  So I found a 

vet, got busy, and started advocating for testing, ……not to eliminate dogs,  but to have a 

tool to make the best choices and produce the best dogs possible.  I felt and still feel, it’s 

my responsibility to the breed.  

 

Since my retirement I have cut back drastically and am hashing around the idea of           

performance, maybe not just yet, but soon.  I love the versatility of our breed and the        

variety of our breed, the colors, the patterns, the sizes, different earsets (let me interject 

here how sad I am to see button and tipped ears almost extinct in our breed), just            

everything that makes the rat terrier a rat terrier.  I love their tenacity and drive, and their 

ability to turn it off and lie next to me peacefully while watching a show or just visiting….but 

just one word from me and that terrier “tude” returns……SQUIRREL! I am blessed they 

have allowed me to be a part of their lives.   

 

I think the most rewarding thing I’ve experienced in the rat terrier world of showing and   

performance have been the long friendships forged.  There are those who are as dear to my 

heart as any rat terrier.  I don’t know what the future holds for me, but I’m willing to stick 

around and see.   

 

See you in the ring!.....or not.  

 

Kate Adams 
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As an IRS 501c3 non-profit organization, MARTC has partnered with Amazon Smile. Members as well as family and friends 

may  support the club  by signing into Amazon through smile.amazon.com and selecting Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club as 

their non-profit  designation. Make purchases on Amazon via the smile.amazon.com link and Amazon will give a  

percentage of the proceeds to the club. Amazon customers are not charged for this. It's Amazon's way to support          

non-profits. So, we hope that you will consider choosing MARTC as your designated non-profit to support.  

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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MARTC collaborated with Dogworks to have a basic breed color chart created with 

hopes of helping new Rat Terrier owners and Judges correctly identify colors for the 

breed. With 19 colors and 9 patterns (based upon what is currently offered on AKC 

paperwork) it is not often easy to discern what color and pattern a Rat Terrier  

displays. 

As a new breed with such complex colors and patterns, our club has hopes that 

RTCA will approve and accept this color chart.  We believe it would be of great help to 

Judges and exhibitors. At the time of this newsletter, the club is still awaiting RTCA 

feedback and blessing on the chart. 

In addition, another nice benefit is the club now has all the colors and patterns to  
create some nice items for future fund raising. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

RAT TERRIER COLORS & PATTERNS 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2016 ~ Page 56 

 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2016 ~ Page 57 

 

Please send your     

oldies but goodies to 

us for the next issue. 

A special thank you to Nancy 

Littleton for sharing these. 
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http://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
http://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
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CH’PR’ StormChasers Prince Rosco Roo aka 

“Rosco Boomer Roo” or “Rosco” or “Roo”  

 

October 16, 2011 ~ December 27, 2015 

 

Rosco was loved and owned by Angela Wise.  He 

possessed the special talent of being her seizure 

alert dog and was a true blessing in Angela’s life.  

With his calm, gentle and loving nature he easily 

captured the heart of Angela and those who met 

him.  Rosco is very missed and leaves behind good 

memories for a life well lived even though it was 

cut too short.   

 

~ Oklahoma ~ 

 

This page is reserved as a memorial for the   

special dogs that we lose.  If you have had a loss 

and would like your dog honored here, please 

contact us. 
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In Memory of the tragic loss of Karen Ward and her five Rat Terriers, plus several 

Australian Shepherds in a devastating house fire on February 28.   Kaytee, Poppy, 

Wyatt, Jack and Ali.  We grieve the loss of a special lady and her beloved dogs.  
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This page is reserved as a memorial for the   

special dogs that we lose.  If you have had a loss 

and would like your dog honored here, please 

contact us. 
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We hope that you have enjoyed reading our newsletters and are finding them helpful, enjoyable, and worthy 

of archiving on your computer for future reference.  

Please consider joining our MARTC family and developing friendships with people who share a common in-

terest in the Rat Terrier breed at all levels and becoming a part of the work to continue to help the breed 

grow and prosper within AKC rules and guidelines.   

While MARTC is not an AKC affiliated club at this time, it is the hope and future goal to become an AKC affili-

ated regional breed club.  As has been mentioned previously in this newsletter, you can become a voting 

member and not live in the Mid-Atlantic region.  This right gives you the opportunity to have a say in the fu-

ture path that the club takes.  How exciting it is to anticipate the growth of a club with the goals of bene-

fitting the breed, educating the public, and developing friendships all across the country!! 

We welcome people who participate in conformation, agility, barn hunt, lure coursing, rally, obedience and 

any other venues with this delightful breed.  More importantly, we welcome people who have the pets that 

never compete in any venue because, for all of us, our dogs are pets first and the rest is frosting on top. 

Old and new members will be welcomed and appreciated.  Let’s set the goal together of developing an awe-

some platform from which to promote our breed!!!   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midatlanticratterrierclub/ 
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Don’t forget to send us your fun 

photos to include in future issues of 

our newsletter. 
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The End 

. . . . . 

See you next issue!! 

If you would like to see your favorite 

“end” here send us the photo to consider 

for future issues of the newsletter. 

Thank you … Thank you!!!  To our many contributors who help make our news-

letter a success.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated and valued. 


