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Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 
Issue 3 2015 

MARTC is a growing club with 
many goals.  We can’t meet 
them without member         
support.  As I write this I realize 
that we have many members 
who I have not met.  I’d like to 
reach out to all members and 
encourage you to share your 
story with MARTC.  I want to 
have a “Meet the Member” 
section added to this newsletter 
which will feature a member 
bio.  We are all here for     
different reasons and came to 
love the Rat Terrier for one (or 
several) of their attributes.  I’d 
like this section of the        
newsletter to feature all types 
of rat terrier owners-pet,      
performance, or                     

conformation.  I hope you will 
become inspired to write your 
story and share with other 
members. 

Check our Members’ Facebook 
page for an outline of what we 
want to know about you!  And, 
see page 42 for the first Mem-
ber Bio. 

  

Have a great fall! 

Amy Miskiewicz, President 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/

midatlanticratterrierclub/ 

Letter From The President 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midatlanticratterrierclub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/midatlanticratterrierclub/
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This ‘n That ... 

Introducing your Newsletter Collaboration Team ... 

Sandra Ball ~ Arizona 

Kerry Maguire Cox ~ Maryland 

Cory Downey Hart ~ Washington 

Carol Krantz ~ Illinois 

Tricia McCree ~ Maryland 

Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Pennsylvania 

Mandy Truitt ~ Pennsylvania 

 
Contact email:  MidAtlanticrtc@cox.net or  midatlanticterrier@yahoo.com 

Did you know ... you do not have to live in the Mid-Atlantic region to be a voting member of the club.  

 

By joining you will find a supportive group of like minded friends who have Rat Terriers and who participate at a  

variety of venues with their dogs. You don't even have to participate in any venue to join and still find support from 

those who love the breed. All you need is to love the Rat Terrier breed. Finding sponsors is pretty easy, just ask and 

someone will step up. The application is at the back of this newsletter to make it easy for you and you can pay dues 

via PayPal or snail mail.  

 

Right now our club newsletter is made public, but at some point that will probably not be the case. We welcome  

contributions in the form of brags about your dog successes in any venue, love photos of your dog just being a Rattie, 

and if you have ideas for something you'd like to see in the newsletter please let us know.  Email any newsletter  

contributions directly to Sandra at midatlanticrtc@cox.net OR you can send to the club email 

at midatlanticratterrier@yahoo.com.  

We are continually looking for photos, articles, 
and news to include in a future   newsletter.  

Please send us anything that you think might be 
of interest.  Providing us with URL links for  

potential items is welcome too.  We LOVE photos 
of the Rat Terrier doing those things that they 
were bred to do, plus any of them doing the  

various performance venues (Lure coursing, Barn 
Hunt, rally or  obedience, agility, and on and on.).  
Help us make this newsletter something that you 

look forward to and want to keep. 

Board of  Directors 
 

Amy Miskiewicz ~ President 
Tricia McCree  ~ Vice-President 
Jackie Maye Olsen ~ Secretary 
Judith Babarsky ~ Treasurer 
 
 

©Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club, LLC. 
2015  

Printed in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.  

 
Contact: 

MidAtlanticRatTerrier@yahoo.com 

mailto:MidAtlanticrtc@cox.net
mailto:midatlanticterrier@yahoo.com
mailto:midatlanticrtc@cox.net
mailto:midatlanticratterrier@yahoo.com
mailto:MidAtlanticRatTerrier@yahoo.com
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Treasurers Report 

 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2015 

It has been a fairly quiet summer as far as the monies of the Club with the exception of the awesome      
Tupperware fundraiser run by Deb Harpur and Penny Janson. A big shout out to these two ladies whose 
efforts boosted the Club coffers by $270.20. 

The effort to achieve 501c3 tax exempt status for the Club has proceeded slowly but methodically. On the 
“off the record” advice of our I.R.S. contact, the Club went through the process of changing its legal status 
from an LLC to a Corporation. On the downside this change cost the Club $100.00 (generously covered by 
a donation). On the upside, we don’t have to repay the $400.00 501c3 application fee. This change will 
greatly facilitate our 501c3 application process. The papers documenting the change were returned to the 
I.R.S. and received by them on September 6, 2015. Now it’s just a waiting game until we hear back from 
them. I’m hoping to hear something by the end of October, but certainly by the end of the year.  

Once our tax-exempt status is approved by the I.R.S. it gives us many benefits, among them: (1) donations 
to the Club are tax deductible by the donor on their tax return; (2) purchases made by the Club are        
exempt from sales taxes; (3) the Club will be exempt from paying State and Federal income taxes; and (4) 
we will no longer have to pay the $12.00 service charge each month to PNC Bank (every little bit helps!). 
All of these things taken together should greatly help us to increase our bank account and allow us to  
support more  conformation and performance events, allow us to offer a nice new member package (still 
in the works – don’t worry old members – it would only be fair that you too would be included in any 
swag the Club will offer!), and continue to provide educational resources for Rat Terrier lovers (e.g., our 
color chart earlier this year). 

Our current TOTAL balance in both the PNC Bank Account and the Club PayPal Account is $899.12, broken 
down as $537.16 in the bank and $361.96 in PayPal. The Treasurer’s Reports for July, August and           
September should be up on the Member’s Facebook Page within the next week – sometime after          
September 30, 2015. 

I want to thank everyone for ALL that you do, both large and small, to promote our club and our efforts to 
make it the BEST club for Rat Terrier lovers. It will take time and effort and some money, but with         
everyone’s help we’ll get there! 

Judith R. Babarsky,  
Treasurer 
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This is Charlie Buckets aka CB and officially known as River Ridge’s Golden Ticket. 

Photo taken by Stacy McWilliams. 
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____________________________________________________ 
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Thank you Ladies!!! 
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Drum Roll!! 

Champion Felixville's Sauce Piquant. Owned by 

Janice Broussard started and finished her       

Championship at the Houston World Series of Dog 

Shows with three 5-point majors from the 6-9 

month class. It was her first time in the ring.    

Judges: Terry Stacy, John P. Wade, and Clay Coady.  

Many thanks to Theda Little, breeder, for            

entrusting this girl to us here at Timberlane. 

~ Louisiana ~ 

Evanlees Dark Side of the Moon aka Floyd 

owned by Lisa Kendrick and Stacy McWilliams 

was Best of Winners  at the Lawton Dog      

Fanciers Association, Inc. and Best of Winners 

at the Mid-Del Tinker Kennel Club shows     

during the Oklahoma Cluster. 

~ California ~    
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Congratulations!! 

Send us your brags for 

next quarters newsletter! 

River Ridge’s Magnum Opus aka Dagny owned by Brandon 

Godbey and Stacy McWilliams.  Handled  by Brandon and 

Becky Godbey was Best of Opposite, Winner’s Bitch, and a 

NEW Champion at the Terre Haute Kennel club show held 

April 16-19, 2015.   

~ Kentucky ~ 
CH River Ridge New Direction aka LV was Best of Breed at 

the Virginia Terrier Club show on June 15, 2015.  LV also 

finished her Grand Champion title  shortly after. And, all 

before she was one year old.  Owned by Jane Gardner,   

Stacy McWilliams & Cat Cryan.    

~ Pennsylvania ~ 

Crosswind Lindy Hop Swingout “Lindy” owned by 
Betsy Spilis earned her AKC Open Standard Title, 

her Open Jumpers  with weaves Title and her   
Novice Fast title in June and July 2015. 

~ Maryland ~ 
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FANTASTIC!!! 

Call Me Becker’s Take A Chance “Brave” earned 

High in Trial in Novice 12” at the Dog Agility  

Competition of Florida on June 28, 2015.  Brave is 

owned and loved by Brenda and Bill Becker.  

Bred by Cynthia Humphrey. 

~ Florida ~ 

Sands’ of Time at Wild Oaks aka Trooper. Owned 

by Nancy and David Littleton was Best of Winners 

at the Great Western Terrier Association of 

Southern California specialty on June 21, 2015. 

~ California ~ 

Arkay SGK Wannabestartinsomethin aka Michael 

owned by Ruth Kramer was Best of Breed and 

Best of Winners for 3 & 4 point majors at the 

Cheyenne, Wyoming shows on August 29 & 30.  

Judges: Mr. C.E. Trotter and Mr. B.R. Edwards.   

Photo by Tracy Kallas. 

~ Wyoming ~ 
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AWESOME!!! 

GCH Wild Oak’s Courage Under Fire aka “Courage” owned 

and handled by Jackie Ader was Best of Opposite Sex and 

Owner/Handler Best of Breed at the Great Western      

Terrier Association of Southern California specialty in Long 

Beach, CA  on June 21, 2015 for a 5 point major. 

 

Blackwoods Gunpowder and Lead aka “Bisley” owned and 

bred by Jackie Ader was Winner’s Bitch, Best of Winners, 

and Owner/Handler Best of Breed at the Great Western 

Terrier Association of Southern California specialty on 

June 20, 2015 . 

 

Blackwoods True Grit “Grit” owned and bred by Jackie 

Ader was Best Puppy in Sweepstakes at the Great      

Western Terrier Association of Southern California on 

June 21, 2015.   

 

~ California ~ 
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STUPENDOUS!!! 

Ratitatt’s Senorita Lolita’s Lollipop.  Lolly owned by Edithmary Stenz and Gretchen A. Chambers and 

trained by Edithmary Stenz was awarded her first 3 point major and Best of Opposite Sex at the Cabrillo 

Kennel Club show July 12 in Escondido, CA.  She was also Best of Opposite Sex the following day for 2 

more points.  

~ Arizona ~ 

HELP US MAKE THE NEWSLETTER BETTER 

 

We welcome all AKC conformation brags and brags from all associations in the other venues.  Share your 
pride!!!  Show us what you have been doing!!  You do not need to live in the region. 

 
We also would like to hear your story about how you became involved with Rat Terriers.  When did you 

see your first?  When did you fall in love with the breed?  Tell us your story!!!!  Each issue we hope to 
share the story of one of our fellow Rat Terrier enthusiasts.  If you need help writing it, that is okay.  

Send us what you want us to print and we can edit to make it ready for the newsletter.  Send photos too. 
 

We also are on the continual look out for various lovely photos for all parts of the newsletter.  Take a 
look at what we have included and remember to send us any that you want us to consider for a future 

newsletter.  We love showing our gorgeous dogs off as they just live life. 
 

Midatlanticrtc@cox.net or midatlanticterrier@yahoo.com 

mailto:midatlanticrtc@cox.net
mailto:midatlanticterrier@yahoo.com
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Bladder Infections and Stones, cont ... 
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Bladder Infections and Stones, cont ... 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2015 ~ Page  19 

 

http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/bladder-infections-and-stones-in-dogs/ 

This article is copyright od Dogs Naturally Magazine and reproduced with permission. 

To view more great articles, visit dogsnaturallymagazine.com 

Bladder Infections and Stones, cont ... 

http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/bladder-infections-and-stones-in-dogs/
http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com
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What New Rattitude is About 

Meet Ellie– She is an older girl and she is available.  She 
is currently in Georgia.   Ellie represents one of the many 
faces that New Rattitude rescues and rehomes each 
year. 
 
We are seeking adoptive homes. You can view our  

available dogs, see several photos and read their full bio 

at:  http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm.   All New  

Rattitude dogs are neutered/spayed, wormed, checked 

for heartworm and on preventative, up to date on  

vaccinations,  and microchipped.  Adoption fee is $175 for 

adult dogs and  $225 for puppies under six months of 

age. 

 

All adoption fees go toward rescue and care of Rat  

Terriers in need. 

 

New Rattitude has many opportunities available to those 

who are able to volunteer a little or a lot of their time and 

energies. We would love to have you join us Simply  

submit a member application found on our site. 

We have a great retail store where you can purchase dog 

toys for less and the money supports the dogs in need.  

New Rattitude is a national, all-volunteer organization that 

rescues and rehomes Rat Terriers and Rat Terrier mixes. 

We are a tax-exempt, non-profit 501(c)3 charitable      

corporation. We were incorporated August 4, 2008, and 

are licensed by the Georgia Department of Agriculture. 

 

 

http://www.newrattitude.org 

Board of Directors 

Jena Gammon (Louisiana) - President 

Susan Beard (North Carolina) - Vice President 

Terry Beale (Georgia) - Secretary 

Sue Kangas (Michigan) - Treasurer 

Julee Allen (Washington) - Director 

Debbie Collins (Alabama) - Director 

Stephanie Mathson (Michigan) - Director 

http://www.newrattitude.org/dogs.htm
http://www.newrattitude.org
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SENSATIONAL!! 

NEW CHAMPION!!  Skippin CJ Lucky Boy 

owned by Christina Martinez was Winner’s 

Dog at the Baha Sur Kennel Club show in June. 

~ California ~ 

Anna Morris and Donna McMahan proudly        

announce that Evanlee’s Ticket to the Stars 

“Zebulon” was awarded Best of Winners for a 3 

point major at the Caddo Kennel Club in Texas  on 

May 2, 2015 under Judge Keke Kahu.  This was  

followed by a Best of Breed for a 5 point major 

and the completion of his Champion Title on      

August 23, 2015  at the Conyers Kennel Club in 

Georgia under Judge Carole Beattie. 

~ Mississippi ~ 
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Way to go!!! 

GCH River Ridge's Blue Solar Flare NA OAJ NF   

RATO AD SSA earned her AAD , ASA & TM AAD 

(Advanced Agility dog), ASA (Advanced Standard 

Agility) & TM (Tournament Master) in USDAA on 

August 9, 2015.  Spry is owned, loved and trained 

by Beth Szczygiel 

~Massachusetts ~ 

Wildcliffs Rumor Has It aka Stan owned by Cindi 

Etheridge was Best of Winners for a FOUR point 

major at the Houston Cluster on July 19, 2015.  

Cindi handled Stan for his Winner’s Dog and 

Heather Bailey handled him for the Best of    

Winners win.  

 

~ Louisiana ~ 

Jaxson CH River Ridge's Give em Somethin' 2Talk About aka 

Jax.   Owned by Jackie Maye, Beth Szczgiel and Stacy 

McWilliams was Best of Breed Owner-Handled on September 

13 at Berks County Kennel Club and went on to take a Group 2 

Owner-Handled. Jaxson is currently ranked number 7 owner 

handled Rat Terrier (per canine chronicle statistics). 

~ Pennsylvania ~ 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2015 ~ Page  23 

 

EXCEPTIONALEXCEPTIONALEXCEPTIONAL   

GCH Crosswinds Big Man In Town “Kirby” 

earned a Group 3 and Group 4 at Providence 

County Kennel Club show on July 25-26, 2015.  

Bred by Judy Labonte and Stacy McWilliams, 

Handled by Stacy McWilliams and owned by 

Stacy McWilliams, Louise Schroll  

and Jane Gardner 

~ Pennsylvania ~ 
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OUTSTANDING!!! 

River Ridge Rimfire Reloaded aka Rimi owned and 

loved by Sandra and Steve Ball has successfully 

completed her Intermediate and advanced         

obedience classes.  Rimi qualified for her Canine 

Good Citizen (CGC) and Community Canine (CGCA) 

titles on September 15, 2015.  Rimi is trained and 

handled by Sandra. 

~ Arizona ~ 

River Ridge’s Darla Taylor aka Darla earned her 
Canine Good Citizen title.  Darla is owned and 

trained by Sharon Taylor. 

~ New Jersey ~ 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2015 ~ Page  25 

 

YOU ROCK!!! 

RiverRidge Mischief Managed MA RN RL1-AOE 

MXJ MJB MX MXF T2B AD GM JM AS also 

known as Remus (top photo) earned his JM 

(Jumper Master) title in USDAA and his MA 

(Master Agility) title in UKI for winning a     

Masters Series Heat tournament. Masters    

Series consists of a Jumpers and an Agility 

round. Scoring is time plus faults, and the 2 

rounds’ scores are combined to determine the 

overall winner. This also qualifies him to     

compete in the Masters Series Final at the UKI 

Open national competition in November. 

 

 

River Ridge Life Moves Pretty Fast also known 

as Ferris earned his first agility qualifying 

scores with a 1st Place in Beginner Speed 

Stakes, a 2nd Place in Beginner Jumping and a 

1st Place in Beginner Snooker in UKI Agility. 

 

Both Boys are loved, owned and trained by 

Deb Stevenson. 

~ New Jersey ~ 
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http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/vaccines-collagen-and-joint-disease/ 

This article is copyright od Dogs Naturally Magazine and reproduced with permission. 

To view more great articles, visit dogsnaturallymagazine.com 

http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/vaccines-collagen-and-joint-disease/
http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com
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  ALL BREED STATS 
RAT TERRIERS  

Best In 
Show 

Reserve 
Best In 
Show 

Group 
One 

Group 
Two 

Group 
Three 

Group 
Four 

TOTAL 

1 GCH CH Felixvilles Traveling Pooch 
(M) 
T Little/R Little 

0 0 1 0 3 3 474 

2 GCH CH Crosswind The Big Man In 
Town (M) 
L Schroll/S McWillliams/J Gardner 

0 0 0 1 3 5 394 

3 CH Bur-Way Cock It & Pull It (F) 
F Trammell/B Trammell 

0 0 0 0 0 1 49 

4 GCH CH Seegmillers Challenge  
Accepted RN (M) 
K Seegmiller/A Chestnut 
  

0 0 0 0 0 1 43 

5 CH Seemillers Mission Complete (F) 
K Seegmiller 

0 0 0 0 0 1 31 

6 KND’s Prehistoric Princess (F) 
V Boyle 

0 0 0 0 0 1 30 

7 GCH CH Kenann’s Liv’N N Lov’ N Life 
CM (M) 
A Agostine 

0 0 0 1 0 1 25 

8 GCH CH RNB DOS Defying Gravity 
(M) 
T Gillies/D Gillies 

0 0 0 0 1 0 22 

9 GCH CH Raganratitatt Absolut Lee 
Blu (F) 
F Nasiatka/V Schiefer 

0 0 0 0 1 0 13 
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Member Bio 

Let me introduce myself to those who are not familiar with me, I am Sandra Ball. I joined MARTC in the 

fall of 2014 when the club was formed.  I live in the east valley of the metro-Phoenix area with my       

husband of almost 43 years, Steve, and our five dogs, plus three rats.   

My rat terriers are Rimi, Gunner, and Kai.  Rimi and Gunner are both tri-black piebald sister & brother and 

Kai is a red sable Irish marked boy.  We also share our home with two Australian Cattle Dogs, Rider and 

Trace.  Rider is an AKC Grand Champion blue boy and Trace is an AKC Champion red boy – both are now 

neutered and retired.  The three rats (Georgie, Gracie, & Fiona) joined our household earlier in 2015     

because of my newly found  interest in Barn Hunt.   

My first exposure to the breed was when I was a child and my grandmother raised them.  My first Rat 

Terrier was a little spayed girl named Dot.  What I love about the breed is their happy, playful attitude, 

the lack of unnecessary barking (they only bark for good reason), and their intelligence.  They are a      

perfect complement to my Cattle Dogs and the combination certainly does create some fun times.   

Currently, I am training Rimi in obedience and will soon be resuming our Barn Hunt training.  We hope to 

earn some titles during this coming Arizona cool season.  She has just completed her Canine Good Citizen 

and her Community Canine titles for AKC.  I also hope to finish up a Barn Hunt title with my Trace.  My 

Rider has earned titles in obedience, rally, herding as well as conformation.  My other interests include 

continued work towards improving my skills with Photo Shop, working on the MARTC newsletter, and 

hopefully being able to see another of my dogs in the conformation ring again soon.  In other words, all 

things dog.  Photos below are from Barn Hunt and obedience events. 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2015 ~ Page  43 

 

My name is Kelly Wagner and I work from home in Auburndale, Florida. I used to be Stacy’s [McWilliams] 
roommate so I fell in love with rat terriers from living with her and the whole gang. 

I was lucky enough to get Dixie “Smalls” Wagner, formerly Marianne of the Gilligan litter born June 24, 
2011. Dixie was the tiniest puppy of the litter and was quickly nick-named “Smalls”. I took her home to  
Florida on a plane on September 11, 2011 and she took her place as the princess of the family. She is a 
beautiful tri-colored piebald and grew up to be a smaller version of her mother Hannah. 

Dixie leads the slightly more sedate life of the pet rat terrier. Dixie enjoys lying in the sun out on the 
screened porch and watching all the birds and golfers go by. Like all rat terriers, she is alert, agile, and  
intelligent. She plays tug, loves laser chase, chews on bully sticks, and also destroys stuffed toys on a  
regular basis. She loves to sleep under the covers of my bed at night. 

I do not have a back yard so she is walked on a leash every day. This is her favorite thing to do together. 
(Since Florida is full of wildlife, it is probably better that she not be outside unattended. We had a 7-foot 
alligator in the front of the house yesterday!) For more exercise, we go to the dog park that is located 
about 5 miles away. She gets to socialize with her dog friends in the neighborhood and hunts lizards in 
the grass and trees daily. Occasionally she gets to bark at the UPS man or some other unsuspecting  
delivery person. 

Dixie is my best friend and I feel so lucky to have her in my life. So much of her attitude and antics  
remind me of her relatives back in Pennsylvania. Every day with her is a fun day  

We WANT your stories about how you first fell in love with the Rat Terrier breed!!!!   If you feel that you cannot 
write well enough for our newsletter, put your memories on paper and we will help you get it ready to share.  We 
KNOW there are many wonderful memories associated with the Rat Terrier becoming an important part of your 

life.  This is your place to share those stories.  Contact information is on page 2. 
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MARTC collaborated with Dogworks to have a basic breed color chart created with 

hopes of helping new Rat Terrier owners and Judges correctly identify colors for the 

breed. With 19 colors and 9 patterns (based upon what is currently offered on AKC 

paperwork) it is not often easy to discern what color and pattern a Rat Terrier  

displays. 

As a new breed with such complex colors and patterns, our club has hopes that 

RTCA will approve and accept this color chart.  We believe it would be of great help to 

Judges and exhibitors. At the time of this newsletter, the club is still awaiting RTCA 

feedback and blessing on the chart. 

In addition, another nice benefit is the club now has all the colors and patterns to  
create some nice items for future fund raising. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

RAT TERRIER COLORS & PATTERNS 
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Please send your oldies 

but goodies to us for the 

next issue. 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2015 ~ Page  48 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Yowyowtails
https://www.facebook.com/RosethornTerriers
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This page is reserved as a memorial for the special 

dogs that we lose.  If you have had a loss and would 

like your dog honored here, please contact us. 
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By Jackie Maye Olsen 

Never in my wildest dreams did I think that one of my greatest hobbies would be 

showing my Rat Terriers in the Conformation ring. My interest in showing dogs started 

when I met a new breeder looking for a female rat terrier to possibly do agility with. I joined 

her Facebook page and noticed a group of people who seemed like one big family full of 

friends; a group of people who all loved their dogs and shared in some of the same hobbies. 

One huge thing I noticed were the posts pertaining to dog shows, specifically UKC premier. 

The posts exhibited teamwork and comradery. You could tell that everyone had so much 

fun on these trips when they congratulated each other on wins, shared photos and inside 

jokes! I saw this and wanted to learn more. I instantly asked my breeder, “how do I get start-

ed?” She sent me training documents and took me to my first show with my new puppy in 

July of 2012. It was the hottest day in Virginia, but it only took one Judge oohing and ahhing 

over my sweet baby, Stella, and earning a ribbon for best novice puppy and I was hooked!  

For the first year I was showing, we were not a fully AKC approved breed and would 

often show at UKC shows or in the miscellaneous class of AKC. Thankfully, this was a more 

laid back atmosphere, because I had NO idea how to dress appropriately in the ring; I cringe 

when I think back to some of the awful outfit choices I made! I was a novice to the sport, 

having no clue how to present my dog to the best of her abilities and not truly understand-

ing the structure and movement of my dog. We struggled, but we had fun and as I kept with 

it the more I learned. One of the most important things I learned in my 3 short years of 

showing conformation was do not give up on yourself or your dog. At times I wanted to give 

up and I had only just started. The moment I felt like giving up we would land a nice win and 

I would regain the hope that I needed to stay in the game and I’m so glad I did.  
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Being a newbie to the show world can be pretty intimidating to some! Here we are 

showing our pride and joys to be torn apart or criticized not only by a Judge who may or 

may not know the standard but also from passerby’s, our peers, and our competitors. So 

many times I have taken my dogs in the ring and been beyond proud of how they showed 

only to come out of the ring empty handed, and although I don’t think we are ever happy to 

come out of the ring without a ribbon or placement I learned that that should not be what 

matters most. Every show is a new day in the ring with your dog. It is a time to have fun, to 

learn and to be a great team. If I come out of the ring happy with how my dog showed that is 

a personal win that no one can take from you. 

 Luckily in my 3 short years, I have had a variety of mentors and friends in the breed 

or dog show communities that have helped me learn a lot about myself as a handler and a 

person. I would not have stuck with this if I did not have fun with my dogs and have fun 

showing other peoples dogs. The opportunity to show dogs and meet many new people had 

led to a learning experience for me and I am proud of every accomplishment and opportuni-

ty I have had. I have come so far and have had great experiences from showing at Westmin-

ster to being able to attend Eukanuba with my puppy this past year. I highly recommend if 

you are new to showing or thinking about getting into the sport, that you attend handling 

classes and seminars. These training opportunities are so important to learning and under-

standing how to present your dog because standing ringside these handlers and breeder 

owner/handlers make it look easy peasy! As an owner handler of my rat terriers I hope more 

owner handlers get out and into the show ring to have some fun with their dogs and their 

fellow exhibitors.  

Some of my personal accomplishments in the show ring include:  Stella “River 

Ridge’s Simply Stunning” Needs 3 Singles to her AKC CH title, Skyy “River Ridge’s Passion 

4Perfection” AKC CH working towards his Grand, Jaxson “River Ridge’s Give em somethin’ 

2Talk about” AKC CH working towards his grand, currently number 7 owner/handled rat ter-

rier. 

If you are ever at a show that I am attending, please feel free to stop by for a chat and 

to meet my dogs. Bring your prospective show dog (if the show allows) and socialize them 

because the atmosphere can be pretty busy. I would love to meet any new or experienced 

rat terrier handlers and help each other out in the show ring and have a fun time at the ven-

ues, that’s what it’s all about!  
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We hope that you have enjoyed reading our newsletters and are finding them helpful, enjoyable, and worthy 

of archiving on your computer for future reference.  

Please consider joining our MARTC family and developing friendships with people who share a common in-

terest in the Rat Terrier breed at all levels and becoming a part of the work to continue to help the breed 

grow and prosper within AKC rules and guidelines.   

While MARTC is not an AKC affiliated club at this time, it is the hope and future goal to become an AKC affili-

ated regional breed club.  As has been mentioned previously in this newsletter, you can become a voting 

member and not live in the Mid-Atlantic region.  This right gives you the opportunity to have a say in the fu-

ture path that the club takes.  How exciting it is to anticipate the growth of a club with the goals of bene-

fitting the breed, educating the public, and developing friendships all across the country!! 

We welcome people who participate in conformation, agility, barn hunt, lure coursing, rally, obedience and 

any other venues with this delightful breed.  More importantly, we welcome people who have the pets that 

never compete in any venue because, for all of us, our dogs are pets first and the rest is frosting on top. 

Old and new members will be welcomed and appreciated.  Let’s set the goal together of developing an awe-

some platform from which to promote our breed!!!   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midatlanticratterrierclub/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midatlanticratterrierclub/
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Don’t forget to send us your fun 

photos to include in future issues 

of our newsletter. 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2015 ~ Page  58 

 



© Mid-Atlantic Rat Terrier Club 2015 ~ Page  59 

 

The End 

. . . . . 

See you next issue!! 

If you would like to see your favorite 

“end” here send us the photo to consider 

for future issues of the newsletter. 

Thank you … Thank you!!!  To our many contributors who help make our news-

letter a success.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated and valued. 


